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The Twentieth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific ATS Coordinating Group

(ISPACG/20)

Honolulu, USA, 30 January – 1 February 2006

Agenda Item 7:  Other business

US Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) International Flight Planning Requirement
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

1.
Introduction
1.1
Problems have arisen over confusion on international flight plans, and in some cases, relevant flight plans have been deleted from the US domestic air traffic control automation system.  In order to prevent future occurrences of this potentially dangerous situation, the following information is provided.

2.
Discussion

2.1
The following information is published in the US Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP), GEN 3.4 Communication Service, paragraph 4.3:

4.3 The International Message Network (Aeronautical Fixed Telecommunications Network−AFTN)
4.3.2
All international flight plans entering the U.S. system must adhere to ICAO format. These flight plans are to be forwarded, via AFTN, to each affected, U.S. controlled, Flight Information Region (FIR) or Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) outside the continental U.S. (e.g., Miami FIR, San Juan, P.R. ARTCC) or the first FIR/ARTCC for flights entering the continental U.S. (e.g., New York FIR/ARTCC). If the flight plan content is acceptable, it is entered into the ARTCC system and is forwarded, automatically, via ARTCC computer, to all subsequently affected domestic ARTCCs. Flight plans which cannot be processed are rejected at the point of entry into the U.S. system and the originator is queried. Format adherence, once the flight plan is in the ARTCC system, is assured since each of the ARTCCs are automated facilities. Each subsequent ARTCC computer, however, will process incoming flight plans according to the requested routing. Flight plans can be rejected by any ARTCC due to errors in routing. Rejected flight plans, regardless of reason or point of rejection, are held in suspense until the needed clarification is received by the ARTCC facility.

2.2
To summarize, international flight plans into domestic US airspace (excluding Alaska) should ONLY be sent to the FIRST US domestic Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC).  Controllers will then enter it into the US domestic system and forward the flight plan to subsequent US domestic ARTCCs.  All flights entering Anchorage FIRs shall send flight plans to Anchorage ARTCC and to the first US domestic ARTCC. 

2.3
Any questions regarding this procedure should be addressed to Marty Cacioppo by e-mail to Marty.Cacioppo@faa.gov.

3.
Recommendation
3.1
Airlines and airspace users are invited to note the information provided in this paper and comply with the requirements of the US AIP.
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