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The Twentieth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific ATS Coordinating Group

(ISPACG/20)

Honolulu, USA, 30 January – 1 February 2006

Agenda Item 4:  Review progress on Open Action Items

HF CONGESTION

(Presented by Airways New Zealand)

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 HF congestion in the TASMAN and Pacific areas of AA OCA has been an issue for some time and in a customer survey undertaken in 2005 this issue was voted the number one problem facing airlines operating in this region.

2.
DISCUSSION

2.1 There have been various papers presented at ISPACG over the years that have attempted to address the issue of HF congestion but with the number of aircraft using HF as a primary means of communication in the south pacific ever increasing it is possible that the time for a more strategic frequency management plan is necessary.

2.2 Airways New Zealand is currently in discussions with operators regarding Selcal checks for flights using HF as the primary means of communication. A typical transtasman flight from New Zealand to Australia will often undertake a Selcal check on the ground during pre-flight, again when airborne entering the AA OCA and then another entering an adjacent FIR. If for example selcal checks in this example were able to be reduced from 3 to 1 then the saving in RTF time will here would be one step forward in reducing HF congestion.

2.3 Another solution is to develop an HF frequency management plan in the south pacific whereby Auckland, Brisbane and Nadi radio utilise different HF frequencies at various times of the day. 

2.4 The use of regional HF frequencies, such as Nadi currently have, could possibly be utilized further thus reducing the congestion on the main HF bands.

2.5  While these discussions are in an early stage, solutions to this issue will ultimately be a compromise of what flight crews are required to undertake, agreement between Air Traffic Units and what can be achieved practically without affecting safety.  

3.
RECOMMENDATION

3.1 The meeting acknowledges that HF congestion is a problem facing airlines in the south pacific.

3.2 An ISPACG working group is set up to address the issues above and others raised from this paper with the intention of finding a workable solution to the problem.
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