24 August 2012

Introduction.  The information below including paragraph 4 is extracted from the FAA Notice:  “WATRS Plus Operational Policies and Procedures” that is posted in webpage Section 2 under Operating Policy.  
FAA ICAO Flight Plan (FPL) 2012 Implementation.  This 24 August 2012 update includes information on implementation of FAA ICAO FPL 2012.  ICAO FPL 2012 implements a NEW ICAO flight plan format and FPL entries in accordance with Amendment 1 to ICAO Document 4444 (Procedures for Air Navigation Services – Air Traffic Management).  

Note:  “PRESENT” in FAA ICAO FPL 2012 documents refers to current provisions for ICAO flight plans.  “NEW” refers to the Amendment 1 provisions for ICAO flight plans.
4.  Provisions for Accommodation of NonRNP10 Aircraft (Aircraft Not Authorized RNP 10 or RNP 4).  Operators of NonRNP10 aircraft shall follow the practices detailed in 4a and 4b below.
a.   When filing an ICAO flight plan under PRESENT (current) ICAO FPL provisions, operators of NonRNP10 aircraft shall annotate ICAO flight plan Item 18 as follows:

“STS/NONRNP10” (no space between letters and numbers).

b.  When filing an ICAO flight plan under NEW ICAO FPL 2012 provisions, operators of NonRNP10 aircraft shall annotate ICAO flight plan Item 18 as follows:


“RMK/NONRNP10” (no space between letters and numbers).

Note:  see page 1 for information on dates when NEW and PRESENT ICAO flight plan entries can and cannot be used.

c.  Pilot Report to ATC.  Pilots of NonRNP10 aircraft that are flight planned to operate or are operating on WATRS Plus “L” and “M” routes shall report the lack of authorization by stating “Negative     RNP 10” in the:

· Atlantic portion of the Miami Oceanic CTA

· New York Oceanic CTA/FIR

· New York Atlantic High Offshore Airspace 

· San Juan CTA/FIR 

· on initial call to ATC and...

· in read back of clearance to descend from FL 410 and above. (See paragraph 4e below).

· if approval status is requested by the controller.  (See paragraph 8h below).

d.  Operators of NonRNP10 aircraft shall not annotate ICAO flight plan Item 18 (Other Information) indicating RNP 10 or RNP 4 capability as shown in paragraph 7,  if they have not obtained RNP 10 or RNP 4 authorization.      

e.   NonRNP10 operators/aircraft are able to file most WATRS Plus routes at any altitude.   Some routes, however, may require special routing for NonRNP 10 aircraft.   Check the WATRS Plus Webpage for related FAA Notices.  NonRNP 10 operators are cleared to operate on preferred routes and altitudes as traffic permits.  Aircraft that are authorized RNP 10 or RNP 4, however, will have a better opportunity of obtaining their preferred altitude and route because the 50 NM lateral separation standard is applied to those aircraft.    50 NM lateral separation is not applied to NonRNP10 aircraft.

f.   NonRNP10 aircraft retain the option of climbing to operate at altitudes above those where traffic is most dense (i.e., at/above FL 410).  To minimize the chance of conflict with aircraft on adjacent routes, NonRNP10 aircraft should plan on completing their climb to or descent from higher FLs within radar coverage.

g.  All aircraft can enhance their opportunity to be cleared on their preferred route and altitude if they operate at non-peak hours, approximately 0100 to 1100 UTC.
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