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	SUMMARY
This paper provides the status on the process to consolidate the Interface Control Document (ICD) for the North Atlantic and Asia/Pacific (APAC) Regions, to provide for harmonized Air Traffic Service Inter-facility Data Communications (AIDC).


1 Introduction  

1.1. At the Forty-Sixth meeting of the North Atlantic (NAT) Systems Planning Group (NAT SPG/46), the NAT Implementation Management Group (IMG) was tasked to direct its contributory groups to assist in the development of a harmonized multi-regional Air Traffic Service Inter-facility Data Communications (AIDC)  Interface Control Document (ICD).
1.2. In this regard, the NAT SPG agreed that the task of harmonizing the NAT and Asia Pacific (APAC) AIDC ICDs should be advanced in accordance with the following principles:
a) The United States should continue the effort by drafting a consolidated ICD with thorough bi-directional tracking of content;

b)
Since the ICD would apply to oceanic regions only, a title of the future document should be “Pan Regional ICD for Oceanic AIDC”;

c)
The content of the initial consolidated ICD should be confined to the existing substance of the NAT and APAC ICDs,otherwise review would be unnecessarily complicated;

d)
The above should be accomplished as quickly as practicable, and the NAT and APAC ICDs should be frozen in the interim; and,

e)
Once the NAT and APAC Planning and Implementation Regional Groups (PIRGs) have endorsed the resulting ICD, a new round of drafting and review could begin, to incorporate any desired new substance, as part of the ongoing inter-regional maintenance of the document.

1.3. The NAT SPG also agreed that this work would be progressed in the framework of the NAT IMG and that a group of experts would be identified to review the draft consolidated NAT/APAC AIDC ICD.  The Rapporteur of the NAT Communications, Navigation and Surveillance Group (CNSG) agreed to coordinate this activity with the APAC Region.  The work would be conducted via electronic means of communication as much as possible.  A progress report would be provided to the next meeting of the NAT IMG where a decision would be taken regarding further steps.
1.4. Utilizing the existing draft Global Interface Control Document (ICD) for ATS Interfacility Data Communications (AIDC), the United States reformatted the document to reflect the NAT SPG suggestions.  A copy of the coordination draft Pan Regional Interface Control Document for ATS Interfacility Data Communications (PAN ICD), v 0.4, is at Attachment A.  A copy of the comment resolution form is at Attachment B.  It should be noted that as this effort has been ongoing, the North Atlantic Common Coordination Interface Control Document, v1.2.8, was published in December 2010.  All information in the current draft coordination copy of the PAN ICD is from NAT CC ICD, v1.2.7, May 2009.
2 Discussion

2.1
At the Fourth Meeting of the NAT CNSG (NAT CNSG/4), from 7-11 March 2011, the Group was presented with the status of work on harmonization of the NAT and APAC AIDC ICDs into a Pan-regional ICD for Oceanic AIDC.  The Group noted that in line with the NAT SPG task, the United States had produced a consolidated draft ICD version 0.4 with thorough bi-directional tracking of content.
2.2
The Group agreed that in order to further advance this work, the NAT service providers would provide the names and contact information of their experts to the CNSG Rapporteur and Secretary by 25 March 2011.  These experts would start reviewing the document and provide a report to the next meeting, including comments on the methodology, structure and suitability of the proposed document.  The NAT CNSG/5 will be conducted 26 to 30 September 2011 in Bodo, Norway.
3 Recommendation

a. The Meeting is invited to note the information presented in this paper.
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