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	SUMMARY

This paper presents information on the plan to expand the use of the Ocean21 Oceanic Automation System within Anchorage Center’s Airspace.


1 Introduction  

1.1
For some time now, Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center (ZAN) has had a desire to expand the use of the Ocean21 (OC21) automation platform throughout more of ZAN airspace. This plan has had more than a few stops and starts but is now moving forward once again.

2 Discussion
2.1 ZAN has proposed to:

a.
Transition Sectors 63, 68, and 69 from the Flight Data Processing 2000/Micro En Route Automated Radar Tracking System (FDP2000/MEARTS) to the OC21 platform; and
b.
Establish OC21 Sector 64 in the Anchorage Arctic Flight Information Region (FIR).

2.2 Phase 1 of this plan will transition Sectors 63, 68 and 69 to the OC21 automation platform. Phase 1 transition date is tentatively scheduled for late 2012 or early 2013 depending on the delivery of new software changes.

2.3 Phase 1 will move all the High Area controllers at ZAN onto a common automation platform. It will create a common OC21 airspace between Oakland Air Route Traffic Control Center (ZOA) and ZAN. This will allow for a more seamless transition of aircraft flying to North Pacific (NOPAC) and the Russian Trans East (RTE) from the west coast of the United States. It will allow for the continuous use of 50 nautical mile (NM) distance-based longitudinal separation between ZOA and ZAN and 30 NM distance-based reduced longitudinal separation when finally approved for use in ZAN airspace. This should also accommodate an increase in the use of User Preferred Routes (UPR’s) in Sectors 68 and 69 and possibly eliminate some of the restrictions on where aircraft enter Sector 68.

2.4 Phase 2 of this plan will establish OC21 Sector 64 in the Anchorage Arctic FIR. The Phase 2 transition date is tentatively scheduled to occur two months after the Phase 1 transition date.

2.5 Phase 2 will move Air Traffic Control (ATC) operations from the old paper strip and manual plotting of flights to a graphical presentation of flights on the controller displays and flight tracking via flight plan extrapolation and automated processing of position reports using High Frequency (HF), Controller Pilot Data Link Communications (CPDLC) and Automatic Dependent Surveillance Broadcast – Contract (ADS-C). ZAN will also have use of the OC21 conflict probe tool in this airspace which should allow for a further reduction in current ATC restrictions. OC21 will allow the use of reduced longitudinal separation in this airspace once the safety work is completed.

3 Recommendation

a. The Meeting is invited to note the information presented in this paper.
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