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	SUMMARY

This paper introduces the discussion regarding the Volcanic Ash (VA) issue at the International Civil Aviation Organization/World Meteorological Organization Asia Pacific Meteorology/Air Traffic Management (MET/ATM) Seminar and the 2nd Meeting of the MET/ATM Task Force which were held in Fukuoka, Japan from 24-28 January 2011. 


1 Introduction
1.1 The ICAO Asia Pacific (APAC) Meteorology/Air Traffic Management (MET/ATM) Task Force was established according to the conclusion of the Fifth Meeting of the Asia Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG) held in 2001. The member States/Organizations are: Australia (Chair); China; Hong-Kong, China; Japan; New Zealand; United States; and IATA. This task force is mainly aimed at:

 - Enhancement of implementation of MET services in support of ATM; and
 - Establishment of regional guidance material on MET support for ATM
1.2 The Task Force had convened such activities as holding the MET/ATM Seminar in Bangkok (2006), and regional survey on meteorological elements which were important for ATM operations. After that, according to the Task Force’s proposal, the APANPIRG/19 held in 2008 concluded that ICAO APAC region would hold the MET/ATM Seminar in 2010.
1.3 At the 1st Meeting of the MET/ATM Task Force in 2009, the Task Force agreed on holding the MET/ATM Seminar and the Task Force 2nd Meeting in Fukuoka, Japan, where the Japan Meteorological Agency have been operating their MET support for the Air Traffic Management Center (ATMC) of the Japan Civil Aviation Bureau (JCAB) directly for more than 4 years.
1.4 In 2010, The APANPIRG/21 formally endorsed holding of the Seminar and the Task Force meeting in Fukuoka. January 2011.  Finally, they were successfully held. At the Task Force 2nd Meeting, inclusion of Singapore and Russian Federation was endorsed.
2 Discussion
2.1 The ICAO/World Meteorological Organization (WMO) APAC MET/ATM Seminar held in Fukuoka, Japan from 24-26 January 2011, with 77 participants from fifteen States, IFALPA, IFATCA, IATA, WMO and ICAO. Issues on Volcanic Ash (VA) were discussed at the Seminar, as one of the important theme. The full report is located at the following website http://www.bangkok.icao.int/Meetings/2011/METATM_Seminar/index.html.
2.2 Japan explained their operational responses and coordination process at the ATMC, based on the experience of the Mt. Sarychev eruption. Japan ATMC has added its telephone number in the Pacific Organized Track System (PACOTS) track NOTAM for operators’ reference in case they need coordination about east-bound PACOTS restrictions due to inevitable reasons. Furthermore, JCAB and State ATM Corporation of Russia have been newly developing coordination procedures between Japan ATMC and Main ATMC of Russia in the significant events which affect the flow of traffic, including volcanic ash.   
2.3 The Russian Federation presented their efforts on enhancement of volcano observation and the dissemination of information by utilizing Kamchatkan Volcanic Eruption Response Team (KVERT), Sakhalin Volcanic Eruption Response Team (SVERT) and other facilities.

2.4 The United States introduced that they had public meeting on VA issues after the Icelandic Volcano Eruption in order to seek the improvements in the volcanic ash cloud information.
2.5 One of the outcomes of the Seminar, the importance of crisis management plan for VA was reaffirmed. The 2nd Meeting of the MET/ATM Task Force agreed on establishing regional contingency plan considering the progress of the ICAO International Volcanic Ash Task Force (IVATF) work.

2.6 The whole outcomes of the Seminar and the Task Force will be reported at the ICAO APAC Air Traffic Management/Aeronautical Information Services/Search and Rescue Subgroup (ATM/AIS/SAR/SG) in June and the Communications, Navigation, Surveillance and Meteorology Subgroup (CNS/MET/SG) in July, by the secretariat of ICAO Regional Office.
3 Recommendation

3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information presented in this paper.
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