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	SUMMARY

This paper presents information on the situation and problem caused by the big earthquake and Tsunami on 11th March, 2011. 


1 Introduction  

1.1
On 11th March. 2011, the  unprecedented big earth quake and resulting Tsunami devastated the eastern part of Japan, including Sendai Airport, the biggest airport in the “Tohoku” area, that Japan has never experienced before.
1.2
The earthquake also destroyed Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, and caused radiation leak.
2 Status
2.1
All of air traffic controllers in Narita Airport took refuge from the control tower because the scale exceeded the limit in regulation. After confirming that there were no damages to any facilities in the airport, air traffic controllers have resumed their operations.
2.2
However, the railroad between Narita Airport and downtown stopped right after the earthquake, so the airport was filled with a lot of people who were waiting for departure and who had just arrived. After that, NAA (Narita International Airport Corporation) decided not to accept further arrival aircraft which may invite heavy congestion exceeding the airport capacity.
2.3
As a result, 25 foreign aircraft bound for Narita Airport had to divert to the other airport. Although the Air Traffic Management Center (ATMC) had conducted the centralized management of allotment of the destination airport, some confusion happened in the air because it was the hour that the aircraft from North America concentrated.
2.4
On 12th  March, 2011, JCAB established the area around Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant as flight restricted area by issuing NOTAM. Then, that area was changed to flight prohibited area which has radius of 17NM (30km) of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant.
2.5
After establishing the prohibited area above, recommended flight routes published by Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC) have been changed as detour route the area by issuing NOTAM on 16th March.
2.6
JCAB recognizes that there are no safety concerns outside of the prohibited area. In addition, International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and 4 other international organizations confirmed that there are no restrictions to normal air operation at Japan’s airports, including both Haneda and Narita. This joint statement was supported by International Air Transport Association (IATA) right after it was issued.
2.7
However, some airlines still file a flight plan the route of which is far from the prohibited area. Furthermore, some pilots request Air Traffic Control (ATC) to make excessive deviation from the issued route of flight or even reject an ATC instruction about RADAR vectors although they are surely away from the prohibited area.
2.8
These situations have increased the workload of Tokyo Area Control Center (ACC). Subsequently, JCAB ATMC has lowered the capacity value of the ACC Sectors concerned by 20 to 25 percent in order to maintain safe ATC operation, resulted in a lot more delay added to a lot more international and domestic flights. For example, the domestic flight from Hokkaido to Tokyo, which is one of the major flows in Japan, is imposed expansion of longitudinal separation by 10NM or more.
2.9
Sendai Airport which suffered catastrophic damage by the tsunami and lost its function, restored the function in the short term, especially with the help of U.S. forces, and the operation of civil aviation has re-started on 13 April.
3
Proposals for the operators
3.1
JCAB has concerns about the present situation which adversely affect the efficiency of the traffic, and requests all airliners operating in Fukuoka FIR to file their flight plans in accordance with the published recommended routes. JCAB is planning expansion of the slots of Narita Airport this October. Therefore, it is essential for JCAB to resume the capacity of Tokyo ACC for Narita’s successful operation. We would highly appreciate your understanding and cooperation.
3 Recommendation 
a. The Meeting is invited to note the information presented in this paper.
PAGE  
2

