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Summary

This paper provides an update on the Inter-Regional Satellite Communications (SATCOM) Voice Task Force, and invites the CPWG to participate in completing globally applicable guidance material for using SATCOM voice for air traffic services communication targeted for February 2012.

1 Introduction  

1.1  In accordance with North Atlantic Systems Planning Group (NAT SPG) Conclusion 46/5 and Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG) Conclusion 21/27, the Inter-Regional Satellite Communications Voice Task Force (IR-SVTF) was mandated to produce globally applicable Satellite Communications (SATCOM) Voice Guidance Material (SVGM) for using SATCOM voice for air traffic service (ATS) communications.
1.2 At the Fourth Meeting of the NAT Communications, Navigations and Surveillance Group (CNSG/4), the United States presented a paper on the work of the IR-SVTF.
1.3 This paper provides an update on the work and invites the CPWG to participate in completing the SVGM, which is targeted for completion in February 2012.

2 Discussion

2.1 
The IR-SVTF has held three virtual meetings and one face-to-face meeting (IR-SVTF/2) to progress the draft SVGM.
2.2
A draft of the SVGM, v0.8 (Attachment 1) and the associated comment matrix (Attachment 2) are provided as separate files.
2.3 
The draft SVGM is structured similar to the Global Operational Data Link Document (GOLD).  Table 1 shows the current document outline and intended uses.

Table 1.
SVGM, v0.8, overview

	Reference
	Description
	Intended uses, remarks

	Foreword
	Purpose, scope, etc.
	For all users of the document. Descriptive.

	Chapter 1
	Definitions
	For all users of the document. Descriptive.

	Chapter 2
	Overview of SATCOM Voice operations
	For ATSPs and operators to develop training material for personnel, as appropriate, on the fundamentals of SATCOM voice operations.

	Chapter 3
	Administrative provisions related to SATCOM voice operations
	For ATSPs, CSPs, aeronautical stations, and airspace planners to plan for and implement SATCOM voice services, including ATC/AS automation, and interfacility agreements.  For ATSPs and operators to negotiate contractual arrangements with CSPs.  For operators to plan for, maintain and use the SATCOM voice system.

	Chapter 4
	Controller and radio operator procedures
	For ATSPs and CSPs to develop procedures and training material for controllers and other personnel at ATSUs and aeronautical stations (radio facilities).

	Chapter 5
	Flight crew procedures
	For operators to develop procedures and training material for the flight crew and dispatchers.

	Appendix A
	RCP specifications
	For technical operations specialists, applies to SATCOM voice services

	Appendix B
	Post implementation monitoring and corrective action
	For post-implementation monitoring of the performance of the SATCOM voice system, analysis, investigations, and corrective action at the the State/ATSP, regional, and global levels.

	Appendix C
	Regional/State-specific information
	Includes differences in SATCOM voice operations at the State/ATSP and regional levels.

	Appendix D
	Planning for desirable SATCOM voice features
	Includes guidance on the planning for implementation of SATCOM voice features that may be required for future uses in ATM


2.4
Similar to GOLD, the ICAO Europe and North Atlantic Office in Paris and the Asia/Pacific Regional Office in Bangkok will coordinate with ICAO Headquarters in Montreal to maintain the SVGM as a global document to facilitate timely completion.
2.5
The Operational Data Link Panel (OPLINKP) work program includes amendments to ICAO Annexes/Procedures for Air Navigation (PANS) and guidance material related to use of SATCOM voice for ATS communications.  OPLINKP is monitoring the IR-SVTF work to assess ICAO material needed for approval at the 12th Air Navigation Conference in November 2012.  The IR-SVTF will provide recommendations, as necessary, to OPLINKP by February 2012.
2.6
Figure 1 provides an updated schedule.  The IR-SVTF is targeting SVGM, First Edition, for February 2012, to meet the timelines for endorsement by the NAT SPG/48 meeting in June  and the APANPIRG/23 in September
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Figure 1.
Satellite Voice Guidance Material (SVGM) schedule

3 Action by the meeting

3.1
The Group is invited to:

a) note the information in this paper.
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