Cross PolarWG/3 – WP4

Third Meeting of the Cross Polar Trans East Air Traffic Management Providers’ Work Group
(Arlington, Virginia, 24-26 April 2007)
Agenda Item 5: Air Traffic Management (ATM) issues
JCAB’s Proposal for improving the trial operation of Kamchatka 4 (B932)
(Presented by the Civil Aviation Bureau, Japan)
Summary
This working paper presents JCAB’s review to the meeting on improving the trial operation for Kamchatka 4 (B932) which is under the trial operation by Japan, the Russian Federation and the United States of America since 2003.
1.
Introduction
1.1
On April 1993, the Russian Federation, the United States of America held the first meeting of the Russian American Coordination Group for Air Traffic (RACGAT/1). Establishment of new routes in the northern airspace of NOPAC routes was proposed at this meeting. The ATC providers concerned had continued to consider and discuss on this matter.

1.2
Through the long-way consideration between countries concerned, the Russian Federation, the United States of America and Japan agreed to set the new route, named B932 (Kamchatka 4). 

1.3
On August 2003, first operation had been started on a trial basis, because the ATC providers also agreed that evaluation was needed. Although it was suspended in fall of 2005, the trial was recommenced on November 23, 2006. The current trial will last until October 30 of this year.

2.
Discussion

2.1
The current procedures for the operation on B932 are as follows;

a. Time frame: 2300 - 1200UTC (on a daily basis) 

b. b. Available Flight Levels:
28,000 feet (8,600 meters), 31,000 feet (9,600 meters), 




35,000 feet (10,600 meters), 39,000 feet (11,600 meters), 



43,000 feet (13,100 meters) 

c. Flight direction: westward only.

d. Longitudinal Separation minima: 60 minutes

2.2
As for the time frame, aircraft which fly on B932 are requested to cross Memanbetsu VOR/DME (TBE), which is at the end of B932, between 2330 and 1130 (UTC). This time frame is decided according to the operation hours of the navaids (The period is between 2300 and 1200 daily.)

2.3
ATC providers concerned are requested to provide users who are joining the trial with more efficiency of the operation such as getting an optimum altitude, flying bilateral direction. 

2.4 
Otherwise, one purpose of this trial is an evaluation of redundancy of Very High Frequency (VHF) and High Frequency radio communications between aircraft and ATC unit within the Russian authorized airspace. The current longitudinal separation which is sixty (60) minutes had been decided by taking it into account for this unreliable condition on this route.  

2.5 
The Civil Aviation Bureau, Japan (JCAB) is ready for taking some measures for improving the current situation, on the condition of assuring communication reliability on B932.

2.6 
JCAB proposes to modify the current procedures which are described in the 2.1 above by items as follows:

c. Flight direction: bi-directional


d. Longitudinal separation: fifteen (15) minutes

3. 
Action by the meeting
3.1 
The meeting is invited to:


a. Take note of the information in this paper; and


b. Consider any issues relating to evaluate the current trial operation and the JCAB's proposal.
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