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	SUMMARY

This paper presents information on the extension of the operation time for the Kamchatka 4 (B932) which has been operated by Japan, the Russian Federation and the United States of America since 2003.


1 Introduction  
1.1
On April 1993, the Russian Federation, the United States of America held the first meeting of the Russian American Coordination Group for Air Traffic (RACGAT/1). Establishment of new routes in the northern airspace of NOPAC routes was proposed at this meeting. The Air Traffic Control (ATC) providers concerned had continued to consider and discuss on this matter.

1.2
Through the long-way consideration, Japan, the Russian Federation and the United States of America agreed to establish the new route, named B932 (Kamchatka 4). 

1.3 
On August 2003, the first operation of B932 had started on a trial basis, because ATC providers also agreed that evaluation was required. Although it was suspended for several months of 2005, the trial restarted on November 23, 2006. The current Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) for the operation on B932 was amended on November 10 2007.

2 Discussion
2.1
The operation time of B932 has been limited since its beginning. 

 
 The current operation time of B932:   2300 - 1200UTC    (on the daily basis) 
2.2
This time frame is decided according to the operation time of Memanbetsu VOR/DME (TBE), where locates at the end of B932. The operation time of TBE is between 2300 and 1200 UTC daily. Due to this limitation, aircraft which fly on B932 are requested to cross TBE between 2330 and 1130 UTC. 

2.3
Customers who would like to fly through B932 have been requesting to eliminate the current limitation and increase the opportunity to fly on the route. Civil Aviation Bureau of Japan (JCAB), the State ATM Corporation of the Russian Federation and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) have recognized that extending the operation time would bring more benefit for those who come and go between North America and Asia.
2.4 
 In the middle of 2007, JCAB concluded to extend the operation time of TBE to twenty-four hours. Thereafter, Sapporo Area Control Center (ACC) has begun to coordinate with Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk ACC for amending the MOU. They have already achieved the general agreement for changing the current provision to that based on the twenty-four hours operation. All related work will complete by the end of July 2008. The new operation will be effective from the late August 2008.
The revised operational time on B932:    24 hours    (from August 2008)
2.5
Meanwhile, it is expected that the other constraints for B932 will still remain after this August. JCAB will work continuously cooperating with the State ATM and FAA in order to remove all of them as soon as possible.
3.
Recommendation
The Meeting is invited to;

a. Take a note of the information in this paper and,

b. Discuss any issues relating to changing the operational time of B932.

- END -
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