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	SUMMARY

This paper updates CPWG action item #090732 by providing information regarding the progress of a paper trial involving the generation of flexible tracks between points in North America and the Russia Cross Polar entry points.


1 Introduction  
1.1
At previous CPWG meetings, there has been discussion of the feasibility of FAA generating flexible tracks between points in North America, such as along 100 degrees West Longitude, and the Russian Cross Polar entry points RAMEL and ORVIT.  This work would be accomplished by the FAA’s Anchorage Traffic Management Unit (TMU), located at the Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC).  The tracks would be generated using the FAA’s Dynamic Ocean Track System – Plus (DOTS+).  Flexible tracks may lead to efficiency gains by maximizing the benefits of great circle routings and, perhaps, by creating an operational environment wherein reduced lateral separation standards can be applied. 
2 Discussion – DOTS+ Network
2.1
Anchorage TMU generated networks from NAVAIDs, waypoints, and intersections lying generally along 100 Degrees West to both RAMEL and ORVIT.  This was done in late April 2008.  Traffic to the cross-polar entry points was rather light during the summer and comparisons showed the flight times for DOTS+ generated tracks and the actual filed flight plan tracks were within minutes and miles of each other.  
3 Discussion - Increasing CP/RTE Traffic
3.1 As traffic has increased, more aircraft, from more airports, are flying via RAMEL and ORVIT thereby giving a more complete picture as to the variety of routings being flown to these points.  On September 27th of this year, seven aircraft filed via ORVIT from KJFK, KORD, KIAD, and CYYZ.  Each aircraft flew a different route to reach ORVIT.
3.2 Anchorage TMU attempted to generate tracks from KORD and KJFK to see how the DOTS+ tracks compared to the actual filed KORD and KJFK routings.  Unfortunately, it was discovered at this time that the DOTS+ system plane, or area of track generation, is insufficient to permit generation of tracks as far north as the aircrafts’ actual filed routings.  Instead, the system attempted to generate such tracks as KFJK - ORVIT at a lower latitude leading to a longer route.  This has been brought to the attention of the DOTS+ software contractor to determine if it is possible to expand the system’s operational plane.  Initial discussions indicate this change will require a new software build.  As of yet, no date has been set for this possible upgrade.
3.3 The numerous routes of flight utilized by different carriers from different airports to reach RAMEL or ORVIT may make generating a single flexible track from 100 Degrees West to RAMEL or ORVIT less efficient and less desirable for any individual operator. Generating tracks further west however, e.g. to the Russian Domestic FIR boundaries, may offer sufficient additional savings such as will make the use of flexible tracks more appealing.
4.
Conclusion
4.1 FAA will continue to work with the DOTS+ contractor to determine if and when a more extensive system plane can be created and will provide updates as information becomes available.
5.
Recommendation
a. The Meeting is invited to note the information provided.
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