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Document Organization.   This document is organized into:
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All Operators:  
FAQ’s for Both Operations and 
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FAQ Organization:   
1.  UPDATES.  June 13 Updates are highlighted in yellow.
2.  FAQ’s are listed alphabetically by subject.  


Section 1:  All Operators: FAQ’s for 
Both Ops and Mx Specialists 
INTRODUCTORY FAQ (1/21/05):  Domestic US RVSM (DRVSM) Program Implementation.   Was RVSM implemented as scheduled in the domestic U.S., Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean and South American regions?
YES.  It was implemented as follows:
· Implementation date:
January 20, 2005 at 0901 UTC
· Implementation area:
lower 48 states of the U.S., Alaska, Atlantic High Offshore Airspace, Gulf of Mexico High Offshore Airspace and the San Juan FIR

On the same time/date, RVSM was implemented in Southern Canadian Domestic Airspace and Mexican Airspace. 

· RVSM Flight Levels (FL):
   FL 290-410 (inclusive)
FAQ:  Aircraft: World-wide RVSM Eligibility.   If an aircraft is RVSM compliant, is it eligible for RVSM operations world-wide?

Yes. An aircraft found to meet the standards of part 91 Appendix G is eligible for RVSM operations world-wide.   RVSM standards were developed in ICAO groups to apply globally, however,… 
operators must adopt operational policies and procedures specific to individual areas of operations.  See “Area of Operations Specific Information” on the RVSM Documentation webpage.     
FAQ:  Application for RVSM Authority.  What does application for RVSM authority refer to?
An “RVSM Approval Checklist – US Operators” is posted under “Getting Started” on the RVSM Documentation Webpage.  It outlines the content of the operator application for RVSM authority.  Guidance 91-RVSM paragraph 11d uses the term “Operator RVSM Application” to describe the documents that an operator submits to a Flight Standards office to obtain RVSM Operations Specifications (OpSpecs) or a Part 91 Letter of Authorization (LOA).

See below for an explanation of the term “Data Package” as it relates to Aircraft Certification Office approval of aircraft types or groups for RVSM operations.

FAQ (11/22/04):  ATC Flight Plan.  How does ATC know that I am an RVSM approved operator/aircraft?
Information provided by the operator in the flight plan filed with ATC is displayed to the controller.

Reference:  see paragraph d (Flight Planning) of the FAA Notice “Operational Policy/Procedures For RVSM in the Domestic U.S., Alaska, Offshore Airspace and the San Juan FIR”.  It is posted on the RVSM Documentation Webpage under” Area of Operations Specific Information”.
The operator annotates the equipment block on the ATC flight plan with the appropriate letter in block 3 of the FAA Flight Plan or block 10 of the ICAO Flight Plan. 
On the FAA Flight Plan letter “W” is used to show RVSM authority only, while letter “Q” is used to show RVSM authority with Advanced RNAV capability.  On the ICAO Flight Plan, letter “W” indicates RVSM authority while other letters indicate navigation and communication capabilities.
FAQ:  Database for RVSM Approvals.  What is the U.S. Operator/Aircraft RVSM Approvals Database used for?
ATC does not use the RVSM approvals database in real time to either deny or grant clearance into RVSM airspace.  The Separation Standards Group at the FAA Technical Center maintains the database to track the approval status of operators and aircraft and to identify unapproved operators that are operating in RVSM airspace without RVSM authority.
FAQ:  Data Package.  What does the term “Data Package” refer to?
The term “Data Package” as used in 91-RVSM refers to the data, analysis and documents submitted to an Aircraft Certification Office to obtain RVSM airworthiness approval for an aircraft group or for non-group approval.

FAQ:  Inspector Guidance.  How can an operator anticipate FAA inspector action on its application for RVSM authority?
The operator should review the applicable FAA inspector guidance posted on the RVSM Documentation Webpage under “FAA Inspector Guidance”.  Inspector guidance is now in the form of Inspector Handbook material, FAA Notices and Inspector Handbook Bulletins.  Notices and Bulletins will be incorporated into the FAA Inspector Handbooks in 2005.
FAQ:  MEL (Minimum Equipment List).  Am I required to operate under an MEL?

No.  However, if you do operate under an MEL and conduct RVSM operations, then the MEL must conform to Global Change (GC) 59.  GC 59 is posted on the RVSM Documentation Webpage under “Documents Applicable to All RVSM Approvals”.
FAQ:  Monitoring and Receiving RVSM Authority.  Do I have to complete my monitoring requirements prior to being issued RVSM authority?
No.  See the “Monitoring Requirements” documents in the “Monitoring Requirements and Procedures” section of the RVSM Documentation Webpage.  In most cases, you must complete monitoring requirements not later than 6 months after the issue of RVSM operational approval.  For domestic U.S. RVSM, you must complete monitoring requirements not later than 6 months after the issue of RVSM operational approval or not later than 6 months after the start of DRVSM operations, which ever occurs later.
FAQ (11/22/04): Non-RVSM Aircraft Operation in DRVSM Airspace.  Will any aircraft/operators not approved for RVSM (Non-RVSM aircraft) be allowed to operate in DRVSM airspace?

Reference:  FAA Notice “Operational Policy/Procedures For RVSM In the Domestic U.S., Alaska, Offshore Airspace and the San Juan FIR”.  See paragraph j and k.  
The FAA has made provision for limited categories of 
Non-RVSM aircraft listed below to be accommodated, ATC workload and traffic permitting, in domestic U.S. RVSM airspace:

· DoD
· Active Air Ambulance flights utilizing the “Lifeguard” call sign 
· Aircraft Certification/Development Flights
· Non-RVSM aircraft climbing to and descending from Flight Level 430 and above without intermediate level off

· Foreign State (country) aircraft  
The accommodation will be made as an FAA approved deviation allowed under Part 91 Appendix G, Section 5.
FAQ (11/22/04):  Non-RVSM Aircraft Policy/Procedures.   Where is policy and procedures for Non-RVSM aircraft operation in DRVSM airspace be published?
See FAA Notice GEN04009, paragraphs j and k.  The Notice is entitled, “Operational Policy/Procedures For RVSM In the Domestic U.S., Alaska, Offshore Airspace and the San Juan FIR”.   The Notice is posted on the RVSM Documentation Webpage under “Area of Operations Specific Information” for North America.  
FAQ: TCAS.  Is TCAS equipage specifically required for RVSM operations?
No.  The regulations that provide TCAS equipage requirements are Sections 121.356, 125.224, 129.18 and 135.180.  These regulations do not relate TCAS equipage to RVSM.   
FAQ:  TCAS.   What is the only standard that relates TCAS to RVSM operations?

Part 91 Appendix G, Section 2, paragraph (g) is the only regulatory language that relates TCAS to RVSM operations.  It states that: 
“…if you operate an aircraft that is equipped with TCAS II in RVSM airspace, it must be a TCAS II that meets 
TSO C-119b (Version 7.0), or a later version, unless otherwise authorized by the Administrator.”   
FAQ: TCAS I in RVSM Operations.  Are aircraft equipped with TCAS I eligible for RVSM operations?
Yes.  Sections 121.356, 125.224, 129.18 and 135.180 contain the requirements for aircraft to be either TCAS II or 

TCAS I equipped.  These regulations do not relate TCAS I or TCAS II equipage to RVSM.  
FAQ:  Transponder Requirements.  Will there be special requirements for the operation of transponders in Domestic U.S. RVSM airspace?

No. Part 91 Section 91.215(b) and (c) require pressure altitude reporting transponder equipage for operation in U.S. Class A airspace (FL 180-600).  91.215(d) states that if a transponder becomes inoperative enroute, a request to continue flight with an inoperative transponder may be made to the ATC facility having jurisdiction over the airspace.  The requirements will not change for RVSM implementation in the U.S.
FAQ: Validation Flight.  What is a validation flight?
A validation flight is not an RVSM monitoring flight!
A validation flight is a flight observed by FAA Flight Standards inspectors prior to granting certain operational authorities.  During the flight, the FAA inspects items and areas related to the authority being sought.  Validation flights are described in FAA Inspector Handbooks.  
FAQ:  Validation Flight.  Is an FAA observed validation flight required for all operators prior to their receiving RVSM authority?
No.  In most cases an FAA review of the operator’s application and related documents will enable the FAA to grant the operator RVSM authorization.  However, as determined by FAA inspectors, the FAA may elect to accompany the operator on a flight (i.e., conduct a validation flight).  Generally, a validation flight can be conducted during revenue service.
FAQ:  Validation vs. Monitoring Flights.  Does a validation flight take place in conjunction with a monitoring flight?

No.  An FAA Flight Standards validation flight is not related to a “monitoring flight”.   Monitoring refers to the use of ground-based or GPS-based systems to assess the altitude-keeping performance of an aircraft.
Section 2:  Part 91/GA Operators:
FAQ’s for Both Ops and Mx Specialists
FAQ:  Approval vs. Acceptance, Inspector Action.  Are Part 91/GA RVSM operations and maintenance programs approved or accepted?
· RVSM Maintenance programs are “approved”. (reference part 91 Appendix G, Section 3 (Operator Authorization) and the FAA Airworthiness Inspectors’ Handbook (8300.10, Vol. 2, Chapter 5)

· Part 91 Flight Operations Manuals are “accepted”.  (reference FAA Notice 8700.26, paragraphs 4b and 9f).

· Part 91 Pilot Knowledge/Training Programs are “accepted”. (reference FAA Notice 8700.26, paragraph 4b and 9f).
FAQ (1/21/05):  Letters of Authorization (LOA):  Current Guidance.  What is the current FAA inspector guidance on LOA’s?

FAA Notice 8700.35 (1/13/05) is the current guidance.  It is entitled “Operator and Airframe Authorization For Flight In Special Areas of Operations (SAO)”.   Appendix 1 provides the LOA format.   N8700.35 is the same as N8700.23 with the exception that paragraph 3 was deleted.  It is being incorporated into FAA Inspector Handbooks.
FAQ (1/21/05): RVSM Authority For Domestic U.S. RVSM.  Do operators have to apply for a separate "DRVSM LOA" if they have a current LOA showing RVSM authority?

 

There is no such thing as a “DRVSM LOA”.   The LOA format provided in Appendix 1 of FAA Notice 8700.35 contains a provision for “RVSM authority” that is not specific to individual areas of operations. 
Part 91 operators are not required to obtain an LOA for individual RVSM areas of operation.  See the answer below reference Notice 8700.35, paragraph 7k.   

 
FAQ (1/13/05):  LOA for RVSM Area New-to-the-Operator.  Am I required to obtain a new LOA when I start RVSM operations in a new area of operations, including domestic U.S. RVSM Operations?

No.  FAA Order 8700.35, paragraph 7k (RVSM Authority in Areas of Operation New to the Operator) states that:  

 

“Operators are not required to obtain LOA authority to operate in individual areas of operation where RVSM is implemented.  For example, an operator that has obtained an LOA and is conducting RVSM operations in the North Atlantic (NAT) would not be required to obtain another LOA to conduct RVSM operations in the domestic United States.”  
RVSM compliant aircraft are eligible to conduct RVSM operations world-wide.  Operators are, however, responsible for compliance with any operational policy and procedures applicable to individual areas of operations.  The part 91 references for this responsibility are:  sections 91.3, 91.703(a)(1)(2) and ICAO Annex 2 (Rules of the Air) paragraph 2.3.2 (Pre-flight action).
FAQ (11/22/04):  LOA For Operations in Required Navigation Performance 10 (RNP-10) and/or North Atlantic Minimum Navigation Performance Specification (NAT MNPS) Airspace.  Do I have to have specific FAA LOA authority to operate in airspace where RNP-10 is required (e.g., Pacific oceanic airspace) or in NAT MNPS airspace?
Yes.  The standard LOA format for “Special Areas of Operation” currently provides for FAA inspector signature authority for NAT MNPS, RVSM and RNP-10.  The operator must have the authority required for the airspace in which it operates.
The operator is not required to have authority that is not applicable to the airspace in which it operates.  For example, if an operator only conducts operations in North America, starting 1/20/05 it will require RVSM authority but would not require NAT MNPS or RNP-10 authority.

FAQ (11/22/04):  LOA:  Domestic US Operational Policies.  If I have a current LOA, am I required to be issued a new  LOA now that the FAA Notice, “Operational Policy/Procedures For RVSM In the Domestic U.S., Alaska, Offshore Airspace and the San Juan FIR” containing DRVSM operational policy/procedures has been published?
No.   However, Part 91 operators that hold a current LOA must provide operational policy/procedures information to their pilots prior to DRVSM implementation on 
January 20, 2005.  

FAQ:  LOA’s and OpSpecs.  If I have OpSpecs granting me RVSM authority, when I conduct Part 91 operations, am I also required to have obtained an LOA?
No, provided that:

(1)  The aircraft is operated under the operator name listed in the OpSpecs.

(2)  The flight is conducted in an area of operations listed in the OpSpecs.

(3)  The aircraft is operated under the conditions under which the OpSpecs were granted.
The reference is Notice 8700.35, paragraph 7d.

FAQ:  LOA’s for Ferry and Delivery Flights.   Are there special provisions for ferry and delivery flights?
Yes.  Notice 8700.35, paragraph 8 provides guidance for second party operators that conduct ferry and delivery flights.
FAQ (6/13/05):  FSDO Action When Changes to LOA Information Occurs.   What actions should the operator and FSDO take when information in the LOA changes?
Wording in the Letter of Authorization (LOA) templates published in Appendices 1 and 3 in FAA Notice 8700.35 has led some offices to revoke an operator’s LOA for Special Areas of Operation  when the operator changes its base of operation.  (Notice 8700.35 is titled:  “Operator and Airframe Authorization For Flight in Special Areas of Operation (SAO)”).

It is the purpose of this “Frequently Asked Question” to provide guidance to clarify field office action in this situation.   It will be posted on the FAA RVSM Documentation Webpage in the FAQ section under “FAQ’s Applicable to Both Operations and Maintenance Specialties”.

Discussion
Note 3 in Appendices 1 and 3 of Notice N8700.35 states that the LOA becomes invalid:

· If the person signing the LOA to take responsibility for crew operations or as agent for service, relinquishes that responsibility.

· If the person signing the LOA, changes mailing address.

· If the aircraft changes ownership.

· If the aircraft changes base of operation.

Note 3 makes it the responsibility of the operator to notify the issuing office and provide updated information and obtain a new LOA.   If the aircraft changes ownership, then the new owner is responsible for obtaining a new LOA. 

FSDO Action When LOA Changes Occur Including When the Aircraft Changes Base of Operation.   Note 4 states that:  “If any changes have been made, application for a new LOA must be made in the same manner as that required for the initial LOA.”  It is not the intent of this sentence to require a full FSDO re-examination of an operator’s SAO programs when there are no significant airworthiness or operations program changes.    Inspectors should re-examine only those program elements where there are significant changes to operations or airworthiness program elements.

Unless mitigating circumstances exist, issuing the new LOA should be a paperwork exercise.   The gaining FSDO should generally accept the losing FSDO’s approval or acceptance of the operator’s SAO programs.  If there are mitigating circumstances, then the inspector should evaluate those program elements that in his or her judgment require attention.
Re-consideration of Notes 3 and 4 on the Template SAO LOA.
We will re-examine Notes 3 and 4, coordinate drafts with AFS field office and update them as necessary. 

FAQ:  LOA Renewal.  What are the requirements for LOA renewal?
See Notice 8700.35 paragraph 8l.  LOA’s have a 24-calendar month validity.  If no changes related to the specific operating authority granted are made to operator aircraft or programs, then the request for renewal can be made by letter or fax.  If changes have been made, then application for a new LOA must be submitted in the same manner as that required for the initial LOA.

FAQ:  Single Pilot Operation.  Are there any special provisions in RVSM regulations and documents related to single pilot operations?
No.   There are no special provisions in RVSM regulations and documents related to single pilot operations.
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