Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS) Commissioning Information, and Removal of 
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 NA from select RNAV (GPS) and GPS Approach Charts

On July 10, 2003, FAA will commission the WAAS.

WAAS may be used for aviation navigation in both instrument flight rules (IFR) and visual flight rules (VFR) operations.  

WAAS avionics may be used for all phases of flight, including approaches with vertical guidance (APVs).

WAAS avionics, appropriately certified and installed, may be used for all phases of flight – departure, including Standard Instrument Departures (SIDs); en route, including area navigation (RNAV) and airways navigation; arrival and in the terminal area, including Standard Terminal Arrival Routes (STARs); and for instrument approaches.

Authorized instrument approaches include the LNAV and LNAV/VNAV minima lines on RNAV (GPS) and GPS approach charts, as well as the minima on conventional approach charts with “or GPS” in the title.

Additionally, a new type of APV minima titled LPV will be published on RNAV (GPS) approach charts beginning in the near future.

Detailed information on the various approaches that can be flown using WAAS is provided in the Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) (paragraphs 1-1-22 and 5-4-5).

Pilots will find additional information on navigation equipment capability in the RNAV (GPS) chart legend in the front of each volume of instrument approaches published by the FAA.

Additional Information.

Unlike TSO-C129 avionics, which were certified as a supplement to other means of navigation, WAAS avionics are evaluated without reliance on other navigation systems.  As such, installation of WAAS avionics does not require the aircraft to have other equipment appropriate to the route to be flown.
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