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Introduction to Environmental Information Requirements 
The Federal Government has been mandated to comply with various Executive Orders (EOs), rules, regulations and acts to protect the environment from government actions that may have significant impacts.  The following list are some of the EOs, rules and regulations that must be considered by the Federal Aviation Administration in such actions as issuing a waiver for an aerobatic practice area.  

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, 1958

Department of Transportation Act, 1966

National Environmental Protection Act, 1969

Clean Water Act, 1972

Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act, 1972

Endangered Species Act, 1973

Sikes Act Amendments, 1974

Aviation Safety and Noise Abatement Act, 1979

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1980

Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 1981

Coastal Barrier Resources Act, 1982

Airport Act, 1989

Coastal Barrier Improvement Act, 1990

Coastal Zone Management Act, 1990

Clean Air Act, 1990

Farmland Protection Act, 1994

Executive Orders 11988, 12088, 12898, 13045, 13089, 13148, 13186
(These references well be explained in the impact category to which they apply)
In order to comply with these requirements the FAA published FAA Order 1050.1, which has been updated to comply with current environmental policies and procedures and became FAA Order 1050.1E, Change 1 dated March 20, 2006.  In this order some actions have already been considered to have no significant impact on the environment due to their temporary nature (See FAA Order 1050.1E, Change 1, Paragraph 312, page 3-15).  Temporary in this case has been defined to be ten days or less.  Issuing waivers for aviation events such as parachuting demonstrations, air shows, air races, aerobatic competitions and aerobatic practice for an associated event fall into this category and are excluded from environmental considerations. 
This order was designed to address policies and procedures for environmental assessments required for building or improving airports and certain activities at airports such as increased activity by an air carrier or a new type of aircraft for an air carrier, etc.

The following list is the impact categories that the FAA found summarizes the requirements and procedures to be used in environmental impact analysis (See FAA Order 1050.1E, Chg 1, Appendix A, page A-1):

Air Quality

Coastal Resources
Compatible Land Use

Construction Impacts

Department of Transportation Act

Farmlands

Fish, Wildlife, and Plants

Floodplains

Hazardous Materials, Pollution Prevention, and Solid Waste

Historical, Architectural, Archeological, and Cultural Resources

Light Emissions and Visual Impacts

Natural Resources and Energy Supply

Noise

Secondary (Induced) Impacts

Socioeconomic Impacts, Environmental Justice, and Children's Environmental Health         and Safety Risks

Water Quality

Wetlands

Wild and Scenic Rivers

Since these categories were developed for environmental assessments at airports many of these do not apply to aerobatic practice areas over airports or other open land.  Some of the categories can only be answered by the FAA's Regional Environmental Specialists by application of formulas and/or models not available to the field offices or the public due to their complex nature such as air quality and noise assessments.  However, all the above impact categories must be addressed.  The ones that are not addressed in the Environmental Information Document (EID) are addressed in what is referred to as "common language".  This is the FAA's way of showing that each category was considered and certain categories were considered to have no impact and why.  The following categories not listed in the EID are categories that require no information from the applicant or the Flight Standards District Office and the explanation as to why.
Standard Language and Air Quality Procedures for Use In Completing Environmental Assessments for Aerobatic Practice Areas are not Included In The Application's Environmental Information Document.

Air Quality - Will be computed by the Regional Environmental Specialist using the FAA's air quality model.  The applicant will need to provide information on frequency and duration of usage by each make and model for computation purposes.  Given the type of aircraft used and the area in which aerobatic practice areas are normally approved, it is highly unlikely that air quality will be a limiting factor.  The air quality must meet the national Ambient Air Quality Standards that was established by the Clean Air Act.  The Regional Environmental Specialist will verify that these standards are met by computing the air quality using the FAA's air quality model.
Coastal Resources -  FAA approval of aerobatic areas does not include any construction or approval of construction.  Coastal Resources according to the Coastal Barrier Resources Act of 1982, Coastal Zone Management Act as amended and Executive Order 13089, and Coral Reef Protection (63 FR 32701, June 16, 1998) are not a consideration due to the lack of any construction in these areas and lack of contact with land or water.

Compatible Land Use -  In accordance with FAA Order 1050.1E, Page A-13, Subparagraph 4.1a, if the noise analysis described in the noise analysis section (Section 14 in Appendix A of this Order) concludes that there is no significant impact, a similar conclusion can be made for compatible land use.  However, if the aerobatic practice area is within 1/4 sm of a noise sensitive area or an area where local land use jurisdictions have adopted local noise standards that differ from FAA's significant noise threshold, FAA will disclose those local standards in its documentation of compatible land use.
Construction Impact - FAA approval of aerobatic practice areas does not authorize any construction.

Farmlands - There will be no construction or conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use authorized by the issuance of a waiver for an aerobatic practice area.

Floodplains - The issuance of a waiver for an aerobatic practice area does not meet the criteria of "Significant Impact Thresholds" as described in FAA Order 1050.1E, e.g.:


1.  The waiver would not impact on natural or beneficial floodplain values.


2.  The waiver would not authorize encroachments on floodplain design criteria, 
elevating facilities above base floodplain level.


3.  The waiver would not authorize any structures, facilities or fills.

Hazardous Materials, Pollution Prevention, and Solid Waste - A waiver for an aerobatic practice area does not authorize any dispensing of hazardous materials, solid waste or pollution dispersion before, during or after the flight.

Light Emissions and Visual Impacts -  Light emissions from aircraft have no significant impact during daylight hours.  During hours of darkness, pyrotechnics and normal aircraft lighting lack the intensity to have an adverse impact on human activity.  Information will be included in the environmental document whenever the potential for annoyance exists.       

Natural Resources and Energy Supply - The approval and use of an aerobatic practice area does not involve the use of natural resources or energy supplies other than fuel which is not a consideration.  This may only be a consideration for airports or other ground facilities.

Secondary (Induced) Impacts - This applies to major development proposals for induced or secondary impacts.  This does not apply to approval of aerobatic practice areas since there isn't a development (construction) to consider or induced secondary impacts.

Socioeconomic Impacts, Environmental Justice, and Children's Environmental Health and Safety Risks -  Referencing Executive Order 12898 and DOT Order 5610.2, this does not apply to the approval of aerobatic practice area considering that all individuals, communities and occupied buildings are given equal consideration regardless of socioeconomic status and are not disproportionate in minority populations or low-income populations.  The only probable impact for consideration in this area might be air quality or noise.  In both of these areas the FAA will require EPA, NEPA, CAA and NAAQS standards to be met regardless of socioeconomic status.  Aerobatic practice areas are associated with areas that are rural in nature or over existing airports which already have aviation activities on or near the airport.  

Environmental health and safety risks for children as described in Executive Order 13045 are not associated with activities for aircraft operating in aerobatic practice areas.  The health risks associated with this Executive Order are neurological, immunological, digestive and other bodily systems that are not affected by this activity.  All risks are mitigated by required standoff distances from and prohibits any aerobatics over individuals, communities or any occupied building.
Environmental Assessments (EA) and Environmental Information Documentation (EID)
The following EID will help the Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) collect the required environmental information before forwarding the documentation to the Regional Environmental Specialist (RES) for an EA.  The applicant is not required to complete the EID to have an aerobatic practice area approved, however, it will greatly reduce the amount of time that the local FSDO will need to collect the data required by the RES to do an EA.  The applicant may use the EID in lieu of an Application for Certificate of Waiver or Authorization (FAA Form 7711-2) to apply for an aerobatic practice area long term waiver (More than 10 days to 24 calendar months).  If, based on an EA, the RES or responsible FAA official determines that the proposed action would not cause a significant environmental effect, the responsible person or RES will prepare a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the signature of the approving official.  Once the FONSI is signed it is returned with the application and accompanying documentation back to the originating FSDO for completion of the waiver.  The FONSI is only valid for 3 years.  After 3 years the FSDO must review the documentation and determine if there are any significant changes.  If there are no significant changes, the FSDO Inspector makes note of "No Significant Changes" on the previous EA which makes the EA valid for another 3 years.  If there is one or more significant changes in the assessed area, the FSDO Inspector will address only those changes and forward the file with noted changes to the RES for a reevaluation of the EA.  The RES will note any mitigating procedures or requirements on the EA and forward that back to the originating FSDO.  An example of a mitigating procedure would be to limit the times that the aerobatic practice area could be used e.g. not before noon on Sundays or use of the aerobatic practice area below 2,000 feet AGL from Feb 10th to March 10th is prohibited due to migrating/nesting birds on the endangered species list.  If the applicant is willing to accept the special provisions required to mitigate the environmental impact, the FSDO should issue the waiver with the mitigating procedures in the form of special provisions added to the normal safety required special provisions and issue the waiver for up to twenty-four calendar months.
The procedure for requesting the required documentation  from government agencies such as the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) or the Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Endangered Species Field Office, send the request in the form of a letter and a map of the proposed area by registered mail with a return receipt.  If there is no reply within 30 days, the applicant or FSDO may attach a copy of the return receipt to a copy of the documents that were sent and treat this as a "No Significant Impact" reply from that agency.  Any errors or misinformation provided on this web site should be brought to the attention of the appropriate Regional Air Show Coordinator listed on the following web page:  http://www.faa.gov/safety/programs_initiatives/aircraft_aviation/airshows/
The International Aerobatic Club (IAC) has government liaisons that are willing to help aerobatic practice area applicants even if they are not IAC members.  The list of government liaisons for IAC are listed on the FAA employee intranet site:  https://intranet.faa.gov/FAAEmployees/org/linebusiness/avs/offices/afs/programs/airshows/
Applicants can either contact the IAC or the FSDO for the contact information.
International Aerobatic Club Government Relations Representatives:
Western IAC Region



Easter IAC Region
Darren Pleasance



Dennis Thompson

30 Roxbury Lane



83 Church Street

San Mateo, CA  94402


High Bridge, NJ  08829

650-212-1806 (Home)


973-219-5071 (Cell)

650-842-5720 (Work)



908-638-8463 (Fax)

650-245-2405
 (Cell)



dtedge2002@yahoo.com
650-842-8242 (Fax)

darren.pleasance.1995@anderson.ucla.edu
Darren_Pleasance@mckinsey.com
Central U.S. Region Representative

U.S. National Representative
Doug Bartlett
          Bill Finagin
7001 Nighthawk Way                                       6 Romar Drive


Cary, IL  60013



  Annapolis, MD  21403

847-875-3339 (Cell)



  410-956-0047 (HANGAR) 

847-639-8838 (Fax)



  410-263-2740 (Home)

DOUG@BartlettMFG.com


  410-353-2622 (Cell)






  wbfinagin@cs.com
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION DOCUMENT

Instructions:
Applicants wishing to apply for an aerobatic practice area with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) may complete the following Environmental Information Document (EID) in lieu of FAA Form 7711-2, Application For Certificate of Waiver or Authorization.  Completion of the EID is not a mandatory requirement to apply for aerobatic practice area approval; however, it will expedite the FAA’s assessment of environmental impacts within the proposed practice area.  The applicant should complete the EID in accordance with the following instructions, and submit it to the appropriate FAA Flight Standards District Office for review.  (One copy may be sufficient, but this will vary with office).

An aerobatic practice area is defined in FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 3, Chapter 5, Section 1-4 as a place where a pilot may “practice aerobatic maneuvers below an altitude of 1,500 feet above ground level…and may have dimensions of several statute miles in various directions or be as small as an aerobatic contest box for aerobatic competition or air show flying display area.”

Applicants requesting an aerobatic practice area should address all of the applicable items on the EID and may attach a current Topographic Quadrangle Map, published by the U.S. Geological Survey (scale 1:24,000) (satellite photographs of the approximate same scale may be substituted for topographic charts and are available on web sites, e.g., maps.google.com, mapquest.com, etc.) of the proposed aerobatic practice area  and its surroundings.  The applicant may also wish to submit additional photographs and scale diagrams as supplemental material to assist in the FAA’s evaluation of a particular site application for an aerobatic practice area approval.  The map should include accurate markings of  public and/or tribal lands, historic and cultural resources, bodies of water that lie within the area and noise sensitive areas  within 1/4 statute  mile of the aerobatic practice area perimeter.  

Accordingly, it will be helpful for the applicant to have knowledge of the environmental features of the area in order to formulate their responses.  As appropriate, the applicant should contact the jurisdictional federal, state, tribal or local resource agencies responsible for managing specially-protected resources, such as endangered or threatened species, properties on  the National Register of Historic Places, Department of Transportation Act, section 4(f) lands (49 U.S.C Section 303 (c)), etc. prior to submitting the completed EID to the FAA.  The contact required may be a letter containing a map or photograph that clearly depicts the proposed area, states the purpose of the inquiry, and includes contact information for the applicant, including: name, address, telephone number(s) and email address.  The letter should be sent with a return receipt.  Those responses requiring further explanation, separate lists, correspondence, or maps, should be attached at the end of the EID.  Each attachment should be identified by its associated number and title (e.g., Response to Item 3 –  Fish, Wildlife and Plants).

It is important to note that in addition to fulfilling the environmental requirements of this review process, the FAA is responsible for ensuring that aerobatic practice areas also comply with safety standards.

SECTION 1
This section requires the applicant to provide information on the location of the proposed aerobatic practice area and details on the aircraft that will be using it.
Applicants should complete all parts of this section and include any required attachments (letters, lists, maps, etc…).  If any part is left blank, the request for designation of an aerobatic practice area may be delayed or denied.
1. Applicant Information:
_______________________________________
_________________________________
Name of Organization
Name of Responsible Person
________________________________________________________________________________

Permanent Mailing Address                                                            City
                                                   State and ZIP Code

________________________________
______________________________________
Email Address
Telephone No.
2. Area of Operation (location, altitude, etc…):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Day(s) and Time(s) of Operation:
     Days and Times of Use: 

(e.g.Mon thru Thur. 9:00 AM to 3:00PM, Fri and Sat 10:00 Am to 4:30 PM and Sun 11:30 AM to 5:00 PM)           ____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________





4.     Aircraft Information:
If necessary, attach a sheet of additional aircraft that will be using the aerobatic practice area. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft Color, Make/Model and Registration Number
Pilot’s Name
Certificate Number 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Pilot’s Home Address
City
State and ZIP Code

___________________________________________________________________________
Email Address
Telephone No.
________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft Color, Make/Model and Registration Number
Pilot’s Name                                                           Certificate Number 

_______________________________________________________________________________
Pilot’s Home Address
City                                          State and ZIP Code
_____________________________________________________________________________

Email Address
Telephone No.
SECTION 2

This section requests the applicant to help provide information on the potential environmental impacts that occur at the proposed aerobatic practice areas.  The more complete the information the less time it will take to process.
Applicants should complete all parts of this section and include any required attachments (letters, lists, maps, etc…).  If any part is left blank, the request for designation of a proposed aerobatic practice area may be delayed or denied.
1. Compatible Land Use and Noise

Examines the potential impacts of the proposed aerobatic practice area on existing and planned land use and noise levels.  The compatibility of existing and planned land use with respect to an aircraft in flight is usually associated with the extent of the aircraft’s noise impact.  Normally if noise is found to have no significant impact then compatible land use other than the areas listed in (a) and (b) are considered to have ho significant impact.
a. Is the aerobatic practice area within 1/4 sm of a noise sensitive area or an area where local land use jurisdictions have adopted local noise standards that differ from FAA's significant noise threshold of 65 dbl?
No ____ Yes ____ (If yes, explain)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. List and mark accurately on the map all Noise Sensitive Areas located beneath the proposed aerobatic practice area and within a 1/4 statute mile of its outer perimeter.

A Noise Sensitive Area is an area where noise interferes with normal activities associated with its use.  Examples include, but are not limited to residential, educational, health and religious structures and sites, parks, recreational areas (including areas with wilderness characteristics), wildlife refugees, tribal lands and cultural or historical sites.

	Structure/Park
	Distance from Perimeter (To nearest  1/4 sm increment)
	Map Coordinate

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f)

Section 4(f) of the DOT Act, which was recodified and renumbered as section 303(c) of 49 U.S.C., defines the conditions for the use of publicly owned land at the national, State, or local level.

a. Is any part of the proposed aerobatic practice area over publicly owned land from a public park, a recreation area, or wildlife or waterfowl refuge of national, state, or local significance, or land of an historic site of national, state, or local significance?
      Yes _____  or  No ____
If yes,  please list any of these areas in 2.b. below.  If applicable, you may submit letters from appropriate officials having jurisdiction over such land regarding the use determination of no significant impact.  Please note below the areas for which you have documentation, permits, authorizations, etc. 
b. List and mark accurately on the map areas of public land use located beneath the proposed aerobatic practice area.

Any part of a publicly owned park, recreation area, refuge, or historic site is presumed to be significant unless there is a statement of insignificance relative to the whole park by the Federal, State, or local official having jurisdiction thereof.
	Public Land Area
	Distance from Perimeter ( In  1/4 statute mile increments)
	Map Coordinates

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. Fish, Wildlife, and Plants

Examines the potential impacts of the proposed aerobatic practice area on federally listed endangered or threatened species or designated critical habitat, and water resources.

a. Submit a Federally Listed Species List along with the completed EID.
An official list can be obtained by going to the following web address:  http://www.fws.gov/endangered/contacts.html, after reaching this site, left click on the region where the proposed aerobatic practice area is located.  That will give you the address for  the  local office in your state.  Use this address to send a letter of request and a map ( or equivalent) for endangered species that may be found in the proposed area.   The list provided by the local state office will identify (if any) federally listed endangered, threatened species or designated critical habitat located within the proposed aerobatic practice area.   Only official correspondence from the appropriate officials having jurisdiction will be accepted (or a copy of the request if no response is received after 30 days).
b. Would the proposed aerobatic practice area impact any federally or state-listed threatened species of flora and/or fauna, or impact critical habitat?

No ____ Yes ____ (If yes, explain)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Historical, Archeological, and Cultural Resources

Examines the potential impacts of the proposed aerobatic practice area on historic properties and cultural resources that are  listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Examples include, but are not limited to, traditional cultural places, protected tribal resources, Indian sacred sites, and cultural or historic items.
a. Submit a Historic and Cultural Resources List along with the completed EID.

An official list can be obtained by sending a letter of request to the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (if applicable), and/or other appropriate source.  The list should identify all listed historic properties and cultural resources located within the proposed aerobatic practice area.  Only official correspondence from the appropriate officials having jurisdiction will be accepted; website downloads, verbal confirmations, etc. are not acceptable. You can find the address and contact information for your SHPO on the following web site:  http://www.ncshpo.org/about/

b. List and mark accurately on the map all historic and cultural sites located within the proposed aerobatic practice area.  You may submit the listing from the State or National Historic Preservation Office.  

	Public Land Area
	Distance from Perimeter (statute miles)
	Map Coordinate

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


5. Wild and Scenic Rivers

Examines the potential impacts of the proposed aerobatic practice area on rivers (or segments thereof) included in or under study for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System (WSRS) or Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI).  These impacts are typically visual or aesthetic in nature and could be perceived as damaging to the natural splendor of the area.

a. Submit a Wild and Scenic Rivers List along with the completed EID.
An official list can be obtained by accessing the following web site:  http://www.rivers.gov/wildriverslist.html or   sending a letter of request to the National Park Service or other Federal, State, and local agency or Tribe that has jurisdiction over the rivers.  If there is a named river within the perimeter of the proposed area, down load or send a written request for  the list of wild and scenic rivers from the state where the proposed area is located.   The list should identify all wild and scenic rivers  or river segments located within the proposed aerobatic practice area's state.  If the named river in the proposed area is listed, include a map of the river or section of the river that is considered to be a "wild and scenic river" from the web site or from the National Park Service or other Federal, State, and local agency or Tribe that has jurisdiction over that e river.
b. List and mark accurately on the map all named rivers or segments of a named river located beneath the proposed aerobatic practice area.

	Named River(s)

	

	

	

	


SECTION 3

This section requires the applicant to provide information on the potential environmental impacts that may occur in unusual situations at proposed aerobatic practice areas.
The applicant should complete all parts of this section and include any required attachments (letters, lists, maps, etc.).  If any part is left blank, the request for designation of a proposed aerobatic practice area may be delayed or denied.
1. Air Quality

The FAA Regional Environmental Specialist will compute air quality impact using the FAA's air quality model.  The data required for this computation consists of usage by aircraft make and model.  It is unlikely that  normal usage would have a significant impact but the requirement to compute the air quality impact remains.

a. Provide information on the types of aircraft that will be used at the proposed aerobatic practice area and the frequency of their operations.  This will not limit the practice area to flights by an aircraft not listed.  However, if aircraft not listed are other than occasional (more than once a week), the FSDO that issued the waiver should be notified.  The FSDO will inform the Regional Environmental Specialist.  The Regional Environmental Specialist will recalculate the Air Quality impact if it is likely to have a significant effect on the air quality which may result in limiting the operations of the offending aircraft to ensure the air quality standards are not exceeded.

	Aircraft Make and Model

	Number of Operation (Per Day)
	Frequency of Operations

(Per Month)
	Avg. Duration of Operations (Minutes)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


b. Provide information on the times of day and season in which each aircraft type will use the proposed aerobatic practice area.
	Aircraft Make and Model

	Time of Day

(AM, PM, Both)
	Time of Year Flying (%)

	
	
	Spring
	Summer
	Fall
	Winter

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


2. Water Quality

Examines the potential impacts of the proposed aerobatic practice area on the quality standards of any body of water that may be used to supply drinking water (e.g. reservoirs, lakes, and other man-made/natural bodies of water).                                 
If there is the potential for contamination of an aquifer designated by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as a sole or principal drinking water resource for the area, the responsible FAA official, usually the RES, needs to consult with the EPA regional office as required by section 1424(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act, as amended.
List and mark accurately on the map all surface water bodies located within the proposed aerobatic practice area and note if any that are principle drinking water resources.
	Surface Water Bodies
	Distance from Perimeter (statute miles)
	Map Coordinate

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3.  Light Emissions

     List any unusual onboard lighting that would be in excess of the illumination of the normal landing light(s) for that aircraft that will be used in practices conducted during the hours of darkness.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 4

This section is to be completed by the relevant authorized FAA representatives.

1. Flight Standards District Office:

Ensure that the EID is complete before signing and forwarding it to the Regional Environmental Officer for assessment.
Flight Standards District Office
Signature of authorized FAA representative
Date

2. Regional Environmental Coordinator:
Once the EA is complete and the appropriate decision document (FONSI or NOI) has been prepared, check the appropriate box (with remarks as necessary) and forward a copy to the AVS Environmental Policy Office (AQS-100) in Washington, DC before returning the original to the Flight Standards District Office listed in 1 above.
________________________________________
_____________________

Region
Date

 FORMCHECKBOX 

FONSI

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NOI to prepare an EIS
__________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Denied – Explain under “Remarks”
3. Remarks:

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
        END
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