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	Federal Aviation
Administration

	MMEL Policy Letter 98XX, Revision 1/D10

	Date:
	Month dd, yyyy

	To:
	All Region Flight Standards Division Managers
All Aircraft Evaluation Group Managers

	From:
	Manager, Air Transportation Division, AFS-200

	Reply to Attn of:
	Manager, Technical Programs Branch, AFS-260

	SUBJECT:
	Navigation Databases

	MMEL CODE:
	3425 (Navigation)

	REFERENCE:
	PL-98, Revision Original (Draft), dated January 20, 1999, signed by (Quentin J. Smith Jr.).

	PURPOSE:

	The purpose of this policy is to establish MMEL relief for Navigation Databases as related to Flight Management or Navigation Management Systems.

	DISCUSSION: 

	Revision 1: FAA and Industry have determined that operational safety will be enhanced by standardizing the NAV Database repair category, and by developing alternate procedures for ensuring the information in an out of date navigation database is accurate for current operations. This will allow the continued use of Flight and Navigation Management System Navigation Databases which are no longer current. 

The Remarks column for Navigation Databases has been simplified to read "...alternate procedures must be established and used” if RNAV and RNP procedures are to be planned and flown.

The provisos from the original issue of this Policy Letter are applicable when RNAV procedures will not be flown.

Alternate procedures developed by the operator must ensure the intended flight can be conducted safely with Navigation Database out of currency. 

Specific alternate procedures should be developed using suitable reference material, such as, but not limited to: Aircraft Flight Manual and FAA Advisory Circulars (e.g., 90-105 U.S. TERMINAL AND EN ROUTE AREA NAVIGATION (RNAV) OPERATIONS, AC 90-101A RNP AR (SAAAR), RTCA documents, associated ICAO reference documents.). 

Alternate procedures, (whether accomplished by dispatch organizations, or  dispatch organizations in coordination with flight crews, or by flight crews alone), must verify route data for the intended flight from the database which is out of currency against current navigation data  (e.g., verification as compared to a current navigation database or current aeronautical charts and other aeronautical data.)
NOTE: In accordance with AC 90-105 “Pilots must not fly an RNAV SID or STAR unless it is retrievable by procedure name from the onboard navigation database and conforms to the charted procedure.”

After review by the FOPB, a determination was made that the same level of safety intended by the Federal Aviation Regulations could be maintained by these modifications. The FOPB has therefore determined that MMELs should be standardized in accordance with this policy.

	In accordance with AC 90-101(series), RNP AR (SAAAR) operations require current FMS Navigation database.

NOTE: This MMEL relief is intended for an FMS Navigation database which is out of currency and no other condition. This relief is not intended for FMS Navigation database which has been incorrectly installed in type/model/series airplane (e.g. 757 database installed in 777). 
NOTE: Some airplanes automatically tune approach navigation radios based on navigation database. For these models, if the navigation data is not verified (verified not changed,) then approach navigation radios are required to be manually tuned and identified.
In accordance with AC 90-101A RNP AR (SAAAR) operations require current FMS Navigation database.

Revision 0: Recent industry requests have identified a need for standardizing MMEL Relief for Navigation Databases. Relief has been provided in a limited number of MMELs and is not standardized in terms of repair category. A Navigational Database that has expired should not preclude the use of the Flight Management, or Navigation Management System, provided acceptable alternatives are available as sources of navigation information. After a review by the FOPB, a determination was made that the same level of safety intended by the Federal Aviation Regulations could be maintained by these modifications. The FOPB has determined that MMELs should be standardized in accordance with this policy.


 (CONTINUED)

	POLICY:  

	The following standard MMEL proviso and repair category is adopted to provide standardization among all MMELs.

	
	
	
	
	

	34 (NAVIGATION)
	Repair Interval
	Number Installed
	Number Required for Dispatch
	Remarks or Exceptions

	XX
	Navigation Database
	C
	-
	0
	(O) FMS Navigation Database may be out of currency provided:

a) Alternate procedures are established and used to verify no change in the associated navigation data, 

b) RNP terminal procedures, RNAV terminal procedures,  and  RNAV routes may only be planned and flown provided and verified no change between out of currency navigation database and current navigational charts or current data,  NOTE For these operations, data must be verified prior to dispatch.
c) RNP AR (SAAAR) procedures are not planned or flown, and
d) Approach navigation radios are manually tuned and identified. 



	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	C
	-
	0
	(O) FMS Navigation Database may be out of currency provided: 
a)   RNP AR (SAAAR) procedures, RNP terminal procedures, RNAV terminal procedures, and  RNAV routes are not planned or flown, 
b)   Current Aeronautical Charts are used to verify enroute navigation fixes prior to dispatch,
c)    Procedures are established and used to verify status and suitability of navigation facilities used to define route of flight, and
d)   Approach navigation radios are manually tuned and identified.



	
	
	
	
	
	


Each Flight Operations Evaluation Board (FOEB) Chairman should apply this Policy to affected MMELs through the normal FOEB process.
(AFS 200 Manager Name here), Manager,
Air Transportation Division, AFS-200
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