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AFFECTED PARTS 

Aircraft accessories and instruments.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this notification is to advise all aircraft owners, operators, manufacturers, maintenance organizations, and parts suppliers and distributors regarding improper maintenance performed on aircraft accessories and instruments.

BACKGROUND

Information received during a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) suspected unapproved parts investigation revealed that Fat Angel Aviation Services, Inc. (Fat Angel), located at 737 South Point Blvd. Suite G, Petaluma, CA 94954, improperly maintained and approved for return to service aircraft accessories and instruments.  Fat Angel formerly held Air Agency Certificate No. OFGR270L with Accessory Class 1 and 2 ratings, and Limited rating (specialized services).  The FAA has not been able to determine the total number of parts affected or the timeframe in which the improper maintenance occurred.  Discrepancies noted in Fat Angel practices included, but are not limited to, the following:
· Maintaining and approving for return to service various instruments without holding an instrument rating.
· Approving for return to service instruments and accessories described as having been repaired 
without being inspected or repaired using acceptable methods, techniques, and practices. 
· Performing instrument and accessory repairs without using required approved data.
· Failing to maintain instruments and accessories in accordance with Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Program manuals.

· Failing to properly document instrument and accessory repairs.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Regulations require that type-certificated products conform to their type design.  Aircraft owners, operators, manufacturers, maintenance organizations, and parts suppliers and distributors should 
inspect their aircraft, aircraft records, and/or parts inventories for any aircraft instruments or accessories that were approved for return to service by Fat Angel.  
If these instruments or accessories are found installed on aircraft, appropriate action should be taken.  

If instruments or accessories are found in existing inventory, it is recommended that they be segregated to prevent installation until their eligibility for installation is determined.

A partial list of instruments and accessories that have been approved for return to service by Fat Angel can be viewed at http://www.faa.gov/aircraft/safety/programs/sups/upn/media/2006/UPN 2006-00157 Partial Parts List.doc.
FURTHER INFORMATION

Further information concerning this investigation, and guidance regarding the above-referenced instruments and accessories, can be obtained from the FAA Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) given below.  The FAA would appreciate any information concerning the discovery of the above-referenced instruments and accessories from any source, the means used to identify the source, and the actions taken to remove the instruments or accessories from aircraft and/or stock.

This notice originated from the FAA Oakland FSDO, 1420 Harbor Bay Parkway, Suite 280, Alameda, CA 94502, telephone (510) 748-0122, fax (510) 748-9559; and was published through the FAA Suspected Unapproved Parts Program Office, AVS-20, telephone (703) 668-3720, fax
(703) 481-3002. 








