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AFFECTED AIRCRAFT

Eurocopter Alouette helicopter models SE 3130, SE 313B, SA 3180, SA 318B, SA 318C, SE 3160, SA 316B, SA 315B, SA 319B, and SA 316C.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this notification is to advise aircraft owners, operators, manufacturers, maintenance organizations, and parts suppliers and distributors regarding parts removed from foreign military surplus helicopters.

BACKGROUND

Information received during a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) enforcement investigation revealed that a substantial number of foreign military and paramilitary surplus Eurocopter Alouette helicopters were imported into the United States, some of which were improperly certificated in the standard airworthiness category.  These aircraft do not conform to type design requirements.  

Evidence indicates that parts removed from these aircraft could be sold or otherwise distributed and represented as airworthy used parts.  These parts, with the exception of those that are traceable to an approved source as specified in Title14, Code of Federal Regulations, section 21.303, are not eligible for installation on U.S.-certificated standard airworthiness category aircraft.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Regulations require that type-certificated products conform to their type design.  Aircraft owners, operators, manufacturers, maintenance organizations, and parts suppliers and distributors are encouraged to inspect their aircraft and/or parts inventories to ensure that all replacement parts are traceable to an approved source.  Any used replacement parts for Eurocopter Alouette aircraft should be considered suspect, unless adequate supporting traceability documentation is provided.  

FURTHER INFORMATION  

Further information concerning this investigation may be obtained from the FAA Aircraft Evaluation Group (AEG) office given below.  In addition to the above recommendations, the FAA would appreciate any information concerning the discovery of the above-referenced parts from any source, the means used to identify the source, and the actions taken to remove the parts from aircraft and/or parts inventories.  

This notice originated from the FAA Fort Worth AEG, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76137, telephone (817) 222-5228, fax (817) 222-5295; and was published through the FAA Suspected Unapproved Parts Program Office, AVS-20, telephone (703) 668-3720, fax (703) 481-3002.







