FAA EASTERN REGION AIRPORTS DIVISION 

SPONSOR GUIDE


SECTION 2 - THE AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (AIP)

INTRODUCTION
This section serves as a guide to the requirements and procedures associated with applying for and administering a grant for airport development and planning projects under the Airport Improvement Program (AIP).  As a guide, it is not intended to be an all-encompassing document addressing every detail but highlights major requirements that an applicant/recipient (hereinafter called sponsor) should be aware of.  In many cases, the reader is referred to other FAA publications for detailed information. Persons desiring general information on the Airport Improvement Program should contact the FAA Airports Office and obtain a copy of the booklet, "Introduction to the Airport Improvement Program."  

The AIP is authorized by Title 49 of the United States Code (U.S.C.), which is referred to as the “Act”.  Previously, the AIP was authorized by the Airport and Airway Improvement Act of 1982 (P.L. 97-248, as amended), which was repealed in 1994, and the provisions were recodified as Title 49, United States Code.  The Act’s broad objective is to assist in the development of a nationwide system of public-use airports adequate to meet the current projected growth of civil aviation.  The Act provides funding for airport planning and development projects at airports included in the National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS).  The Act also authorizes funds for noise compatibility planning and to carry out noise compatibility programs as set forth in the Aviation Safety and Noise Abatement Act of 1979 (P.L. 96‑143). The program is administered by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in accordance with the Federal Aviation Regulations, 14 CFR 152 Airport Aid Program and 49 CFR 18, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants-in-Aid to State and Local Governments.  This section is written in the chronological order that the sponsor would normally encounter the requirement or procedure under the AIP Program.  For further guidance in these subjects or specific questions, it is always recommended that the FAA offices listed in Section 1 be contacted.

TERMINOLOGY

In using this guide the reader should be familiar with the following terms:

AIP - The acronym for the Airport Improvement Program.

FAA Airports Office - The Airport District Office,(ADO) or Airport Field Office,(AFO).  As used in this guide, ADO means ADO or AFO. See Section 1 for this listing. 

FAA Project Manager - The person in the FAA Airports office that has the responsibility for the AIP request and project.

OMB - This is an acronym for the Office of Management and Budget located within the Executive Branch of the Federal Government.

Sponsor - Under the AIP Program, an applicant or recipient of a grant is called a sponsor.

NPIAS – National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems, NPIAS, is FAA’s identification of airports that are significant to national air transportation.

For additional Acronyms, see www.gps.tc.faa.gov/glossary.html
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