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Deer and on the airfield pose an immediate 

risk to aviation safety.  Although considerable 

resources have been placed on controlling the 

presence of deer on airports over the last few 

years, specifically through the installation of 

wildlife fencing, wildlife hazard assessments, 

and subsequent development of wildlife hazard 

management plans, much work is still needed.  

USDA Wildlife Services reported that approximately 

40 deer related incidents were added to the 

national Wildlife Strike Database in fiscal year 

2005.

As you are aware, 14 CFR Part 139.337 (a) states that a certificate holder, in accordance with it’s Airport Certification Manual (ACM), and the requirements of the section, must take immediate action to alleviate wildlife hazards whenever they are detected.

We must stress that harassment techniques are not a solution to the problem of deer on the airfield, especially those airports with deer fencing already in place.  The removal of deer through lethal measures is needed in many instances to alleviate the hazard and provide the safest environment possible for aircraft operations.  The airport must obtain current permits and establish local procedures whenever lethal measures are used for deer population management.  We encourage you to coordinate with USDA, Wildlife Services.  Please contact the State Director, Wildlife Services, for the latest wildlife research and information. Click here for the current USDA Wildlife Services State Directors for the Great Lakes Region.

[image: image4.wmf]Also, some airports have reported problems in obtaining depredation permits.  Please contact your airport certification safety inspector and report any issues.  We will assist you with your efforts.
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