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In the last month, airport operators in the Great Lakes Region were notified via email about the Precision Obstacle Free Zone (POFZ), which is defined as an area beginning at the runway threshold, at the runway threshold elevation, and centered on the extended runway centerline, 200 ft long by 800 ft wide.  This surface is only in effect when all of the following operational conditions are met:

1.  Vertically guided approach.

2.  Reported ceiling below 250 ft and/or visibility less than 3/4 statute mile (or RVR below 4000 ft).

3.  An aircraft on final within 2 miles of the runway threshold.

The POFZ is an Agency initiative designed to protect this area of airspace from aircraft and vehicle obstructions.  An evaluation of 221 runway approaches in the Great Lakes Region was conducted, and a protection plan was established for each runway approach POFZ.

At certain 14 CFR Part 139 airports, your assigned Airport Certification Safety Inspector will contact you to discuss the POFZ, protection of this area, and actions that will be required by the airport operator to ensure that the approach minimums will not be affected after the January 1, 2007 deadline. 

In addition, FAA Technical Operations (formerly Airway Facilities) and Air Traffic will be in contact with each airport to develop a letter of agreement for vehicle maintenance and services roads that may be located in the POFZ.  Airports operators are encouraged to contact their local FAA facility or representative as soon as possible to establish a dialogue on the correction required.

As always, if you have questions, feel free to contact your assigned Airport Certification Safety Inspector.
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