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This bulletin is intended to clarify the testing intervals for AFFF and dry chemical systems in Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) vehicles.  All testing must be documented and available for review upon request.

Dry Chemical systems – perform maintenance every six (6) consecutive months:

· NFPA 17 Section 11.1.3 states “A trained person who has undergone the instructions necessary to perform the maintenance and recharge service reliably and has the applicable manufacturer’s installation and maintenance manual and service bulletins shall service the dry chemical extinguishing system at intervals not more than 6 months apart as outlined in Section 11.3.”
· NFPA 17 Section 11.3 states guidelines for Dry Chemical Extinguishing System maintenance:

· “At least semiannually, maintenance shall be conducted in accordance with the manufacturer’s listed installation and maintenance manual.

· As a minimum, such maintenance shall include the following: 

· A check to see that the hazard has not changed

· An examination of all detectors, expellant gas container(s), agent container(s), releasing devices, piping, hose assemblies, nozzles, signals, and all auxiliary equipment

· Verification that the agent distribution piping is not obstructed

· Examination of the dry chemical (If there is evidence of caking, the dry chemical shall be discarded and the system shall be recharged in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.)”

· Discharge of the system is necessary to ensure delivery lines are not obstructed.  Stirring of the dry chemical alone is not sufficient to ensure delivery lines are not obstructed.  We have received numerous reports from operators that dry chemical system failures have been identified during semiannual inspections.  These conditions would not otherwise have been found except by discharging the system.

· CertAlert 04-12 states “If the maintenance records indicate that a system has not been discharged within 6 months prior to a FAA certification inspection, the FAA airport certification inspector may, at his or her option, require the dispensing of the dry chemical to ensure the system is working properly.”
· Certificate Holders in the Great Lakes Region should expect the Airport Certification Safety Inspector to request discharge of the dry chemical system during a periodic or surveillance inspection if documentation of maintenance within the last 6 months is not available.
Please contact your Airport Certification Safety Inspector if you have any questions.
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