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For further information on this or other topics, please contact the appropriate Airports District Office (ADO). 

New regional Airport Layout Plan (ALP) Checklist published 
 
The FAA's Office of Airports conducted a 
nationwide customer survey in 2005, seeking 
input from state aeronautical agencies, 
individual airport sponsors, consulting firms and 
related associations.  Based on the results, 
each region developed an action plan to 
improve customer service in key areas. 

One area of feedback in the Great Lakes 
Region was that our customers wanted more 
efficient (and more consistent) review and 
processing of Airport Layout Plans (ALPs).  
In response, we established a team with 
representatives from all four Airports District 
Offices—Bismarck, Chicago, Detroit and 
Minneapolis—to develop a standardized 
regional ALP Checklist.  

In June 2006, we circulated a draft of the 
checklist, in the form of a regional "Policy & 
Procedures Memorandum" (PPM).  The PPM 
provides additional background on ALP 
development and review, responsibilities of the 
parties, tips on preparing ALPs, and a checklist 
that consultants and airport sponsors should 
being using in preparing ALPs.  FAA personnel 
will also use the checklist in reviewing ALPs.  

We sent the draft to more than 15 consulting 
firms who work throughout the region.  With the 
feedback we received, we have now finalized 
this PPM and the associated checklist.  Both are 
available online at the links shown below. 

The PPM supplements FAA Advisory Circular 
150/5070-6B, Appendix F, and the checklist is a 

required part of all ALP submittals starting 
October 1, 2006.  We believe this will result in 
more consistently understood expectations and 
faster review times.  In addition, by establishing 

clear expectations at the outset of the process, it 
is our hope that it will also help sponsors 
manage consulting fees and avoid unexpected 
costs of revisions. 

What’s the most important step to take 
before beginning a new or updated Airport 
Layout Plan? 

The most valuable step you can take is to 
contact the appropriate ADO.  Early 
coordination greatly helps the process move 
swiftly, effectively and efficiently.

Where are the documents? 
The Policy & Procedure Memorandum (PPM) #5310.1 is available in PDF format online at: 
http://www.faa.gov/airports_airtraffic/airports/regional_guidance/great_lakes/airports_resource
s/ppms/media/5310-1.pdf    
 
The ALP Checklist itself, in Microsoft Word, is also available online at: 
http://www.faa.gov/airports_airtraffic/airports/regional_guidance/great_lakes/airports_resource
s/ppms/media/5310-1%20Attachment%20B.doc  
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