
INTRODUCTION 
 
This twelfth edition of our Regional Airport Plan (RAP) reports our progress fulfilling national and 
regional priorities at the 136 busiest airports in our region.  The RAP also lays out our priorities for 
funding future projects, called initiatives, which guide our investment of Airport Improvement 
Program (AIP) funds.  Three principles underlie our AIP investment priorities: 
 
SAFE: From our FAA Flight Plan 2008–2012: “Safety is our North Star.  Even though our system is 
the world’s safest, we will always head toward improvement”.  The RAP focuses on completing 
safety initiatives we have underway.  We also understand that further improving airport safety will 
require even more than initiatives and projects.  We are also vigilant about the safety culture we 
create within our office and in the conduct of our work with you. 
 
GREEN: Again, from our FAA Flight Plan: “These are basic truths: aviation is safer than ever, 
capacity must expand to meet demand, and we must be good environmental stewards.”  Not only is 
“green” a good business practice, it’s also good for people, good for the economy, and good for the 
planet. 
 
VALUE: We are entrusted to administer the AIP on behalf of all National Airspace System users and 
the public-at-large.  We consider delivering “value” a key to that trust.  Public resources are valuable 
and limited, so investing in projects that serve the system commensurate with their cost is what our 
public expects. 
 
Now, on to our progress report.  For many years we have concentrated on providing standard runway 
safety areas (RSA’s) at RAP airports.  With only 10 airports remaining, we lead the nation in this 
accomplishment.  We continue to reduce the risk of runway incursions, to correct runway line-of-
sight problems, and to build access roads around runway ends, reducing the need for runway 
crossings. 
 
To enhance airport capacity and access, we are improving airports to support business-jet operations, 
and preparing airports for localizer performance with vertical guidance (LPV) instrument approaches 
while providing the needed supporting infrastructure, including full-length parallel taxiways for 
instrument runways.  To sustain airport capacity, we will continue to support pavement rehabilitation 
and noise mitigation projects. 
 
Section One of this report provides additional background for the RAP.  Section Two contains our 
plans for funding remaining priority projects such as RSA’s, enhancing access to airports by 
preparing for LPV, correcting line-of-sight problems, new airports and runways, and special 
emphasis projects.  The Appendix includes operational data for the RAP’s focus airports, our 2008 
Work Plan and 2007 Annual Report. 
 
We are proud of the working relationships we have with our customers, and recognize that these 
relationships contribute to the goals and achievements reflected in the Regional Airport Plan.  In 
partnership with you, we will make our airport system even more safe, develop and operate those 
airports in a sustainable green manner, and deliver the highest value service to you and the flying 
public.  We welcome your suggestions to help us meet our goals. 
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