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Appendix 4-G

Safety Plan Guidance

Aviation safety is a primary consideration during airport construction.  Construction activities must be planned and scheduled to minimize disruption of normal aircraft traffic at the airport.  Any set of bid documents for airport development work involving aircraft operational areas must include a section addressing operational safety on the airport during the construction activity.  Safety considerations should be addressed in the earliest stages of project formulation.  To this end, submission of a construction safety plan early in the design stages of the project development is required.

The construction safety plan shall provide for a high level of safety taking into consideration Federal Aviation Regulation Part 77 Surfaces, aircraft operations, the impact on navigational aids, weather, security, and local airport rules.

Bid documents for on-airport construction projects must include general and specific safety requirements, based on FAA Advisory Circular 150/5370-2C, “Operational Safety On Airports During Construction”, and the general guidelines outlined herein, so that contractors are aware of the costs and constraints which will apply during the project to maintain a high level of safety.

The plan sheets of the contract documents need to depict a great deal of detail to clearly define for the contractor, the physical limits of work and the required phasing of construction operations.  Specific details shown on the plans should include, but not be limited to the following:


a.
Haul Routes


b.
Construction Phasing/Sequence of operation


c.
Runway and Taxiway Safety Areas


d.
FAA Navigational Aids and associated Critical Areas


e.
Vehicle Traffic Control Plans


f.
Location of Flag men


g.
Temporary marking and lighting for required runway 



threshold relocation


h.
Location of temporary REILs (Runway End Identifier 



Lights)


i.
Marking and lighting of excavations, open trenches and 



other hazardous areas


j.
Runway and taxiway closure markings


k.
Setback lines from active taxiways and aprons


l.
Runway Obstacle Free Zones


m.
Utility line locations


n.
Borrow pit locations on airport property


o.
Temporary pavement transition/ramping details.

The contract specifications should continue to address those items which are not readily depicted on the drawings such as required communication with the Tower/FSS; requirement for construction safety meetings; submission of construction schedule identifying runway closures, work within navigational aid critical areas; and to more fully describe those elements depicted on the plan sheets.

Each construction safety plan should be tailored to the specific project.  Submission of the safety plan for construction projects within the airport operational area should be no later than 90 days prior to the advertisement of a construction contract to the FAA Airports Division office for review and approval.  If the safety plan is not an integral part of the plans and specifications, it must submitted to the FAA Airports Division office no later than 90 days prior to the award of a construction contract for review and approval.

If the clearances and restrictions contained in AC 150/5370-2C cannot be maintained while construction is underway, action must be taken as appropriate to:


a.
Close runways, taxiways, or aprons;


b.
Relocate or displace runway threshold temporarily


c.
Perform work at night or during periods of minimal 



aircraft activity


d.
Close affected areas to certain types of aircraft;


e.
Restrict aircraft use by weight, wingspan, approach 



speed or other characteristics;


f.
Shut down or restrict use of navigational or approach 



aids.

The determination of the appropriate action must be arrived at through coordinated evaluation by the airport sponsor, airport users, and the FAA.  Technical involvement by FAA Airports, Air Traffic, Flight Standards, and Airway Facilities Division personnel is needed in addition to construction engineering and management input.

FAA Airports Division project managers will be available to work with you and answer questions as you develop your construction safety plans.
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