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FAQ’s Applicable to Both 
Operations and Maintenance Specialists
Document Organization.   This document is organized into:

Section 1:  
All Operators:  
FAQ’s for Both Operations and 
Maintenance (Mx) Specialists
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Section 2:  
Part 91/General Aviation (GA) Operators:  
FAQ’s for Both Ops and Mx Specialists
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FAQ Organization:   
1.  FAQ’s are listed alphabetically by subject.  


2.  When FAQ’s are revised, an asterisk is placed by the FAQ and the date of update is placed in parentheses.
Section 1:  All Operators: FAQ’s for 
Both Ops and Mx Specialists 
INTRODUCTORY FAQ:  Domestic US RVSM (DRVSM) Implementation Plan.   What is the DRVSM implementation plan?
· Planned implementation date:
January 20, 2005

· Implementation area:
lower 48 states and Alaska, Atlantic High Offshore Airspace, Gulf of Mexico High Offshore Airspace and the San Juan FIR

· RVSM Flight Levels (FL):
   FL 290-410 (inclusive)
FAQ:  Aircraft: World-wide RVSM Eligibility.   If an aircraft is RVSM compliant, is it eligible for RVSM operations world-wide?

Yes. An aircraft found to meet the standards of part 91 Appendix G is eligible for RVSM operations world-wide.   RVSM standards were developed in ICAO groups to apply globally, however,… 
operators must adopt operational policies and procedures specific to individual areas of operations.  See “Area of Operations Specific Information” on the RVSM Documentation webpage.     
FAQ:  Application for RVSM Authority.  What does application for RVSM authority refer to?
Interim Guidance 91-RVSM paragraph 11d uses the term “Operator RVSM Application” to describe the documents that an operator submits to a Flight Standards office to obtain RVSM Operations Specifications (OpSpecs) or a Part 91 Letter of Authorization (LOA).

See below for an explanation of the term “Data Package”.

FAQ:  ATC Flight Plan.  How does ATC know that I am an RVSM approved operator/aircraft?
The operator annotates the equipment block on the ATC flight plan with the letter “W” to show RVSM approval.  The ATC flight plan information is displayed to the controller.  

FAQ:  Database for RVSM Approvals.  What is the U.S. Operator/Aircraft RVSM Approvals Database used for?
ATC does not use the RVSM approvals database in real time to either deny or grant clearance into RVSM airspace.  The Separation Standards Group at the FAA Technical Center maintains the database to track the approval status of operators and aircraft and to identify unapproved operators that are operating in RVSM airspace without RVSM authority.
FAQ:  Data Package.  What does the term “Data Package” refer to?
The term “Data Package” as used in 91-RVSM refers to the data, analysis and documents submitted to an Aircraft Certification Office to obtain RVSM airworthiness approval for an aircraft group or for non-group approval.

FAQ:  Inspector Guidance.  How can an operator anticipate FAA inspector action on its application for RVSM authority?
The operator should review the applicable FAA inspector guidance posted on the RVSM Documentation Webpage under “FAA Inspector Guidance”.  Inspector guidance is now in the form of Inspector Handbook material, FAA Notices and Inspector Handbook Bulletins.  During 2004, Notices and Bulletins will be incorporated into the FAA Inspector Handbooks.
FAQ:  MEL (Minimum Equipment List).  Am I required to operate under an MEL?

No.  However, if you do operate under an MEL and conduct RVSM operations, then the MEL must conform to Global Change (GC) 59.  GC 59 is posted on the RVSM Documentation Webpage under “Documents Applicable to All RVSM Approvals”.
FAQ:  Monitoring and Receiving RVSM Authority.  Do I have to complete my monitoring requirements prior to being issued RVSM authority?
No.  See the “Monitoring Requirements” documents in the “Monitoring Requirements and Procedures” section of the RVSM Documentation Webpage.  In most cases, you must complete monitoring requirements not later than 6 months after the issue of RVSM operational approval.  For DRVSM, you must complete monitoring requirements not later than 6 months after the issue of RVSM operational approval or not later than 6 months after the start of DRVSM operations, which ever occurs later.
FAQ: Non-RVSM Aircraft Operation in DRVSM Airspace.  Will any aircraft/operators not approved for RVSM (Non-RVSM aircraft) be allowed to operate in DRVSM airspace?

In the DRVSM Final Rule package, the FAA has stated that it plans to accommodate, ATC workload and traffic permitting, only the following Non-RVSM aircraft:

· DoD
· Lifeguard 
· Aircraft Certification/Development Flights
· Non-RVSM aircraft climbing to and descending from Flight Level 430 and above.  
The accommodation will be made as an FAA approved deviation allowed under Part 91 Appendix G, Section 5.
*FAQ(6/1/04):  Non-RVSM Aircraft Policy/Procedures.   When and where will policy and procedures for Non-RVSM aircraft operation in DRVSM airspace be published?
The May 31,2004 FAA Notice (DRVSM Operational Policy/Procedures) contains basic policy for the operation of Non-RVSM aircraft, however, it states that pre-flight coordination procedures are still under discussion.  It also states that the FAA will update and distribute a revised Notice when they are finalized.

The May 31, 2004 FAA Notice is posted in the “Area of Operations Specific Information” section of the RVSM Documentation Webpage.  

FAQ:  TCAS.   What standard addresses TCAS for RVSM operations?

Part 91 Appendix G, Section 2, paragraph (g) is the only regulatory language that relates TCAS to RVSM operations.  It states that: 
“…if you operate an aircraft that is equipped with TCAS II in RVSM airspace, it must be a TCAS II that meets 
TSO C-119b (Version 7.0), or a later version, unless otherwise authorized by the Administrator.”   
FAQ: TCAS.  Is TCAS equipage specifically required for RVSM operations?
No.  The regulations that provide TCAS equipage requirements are Sections 121.356, 125.224, 129.18 and 135.180.  These regulations do not relate TCAS equipage to RVSM.   
FAQ: TCAS.  Are aircraft equipped with TCAS I eligible for RVSM operations?
Yes.  Sections 121.356, 125.224, 129.18 and 135.180 contain the requirements for aircraft to be either TCAS II or 

TCAS I equipped.  These regulations do not relate TCAS I or TCAS II equipage to RVSM.  
FAQ:  Transponder Requirements.  Will there be special requirements for the operation of transponders in Domestic U.S. RVSM airspace?

No. Part 91 Section 91.215(b) and (c) require pressure altitude reporting transponder equipage for operation in U.S. Class A airspace (FL 180-600).  91.215(d) states that if a transponder becomes inoperative enroute, a request to continue flight with an inoperative transponder may be made to the ATC facility having jurisdiction over the airspace.  The requirements will not change for RVSM implementation in the U.S.
FAQ: Validation Flight.  What is a validation flight?
Validation flights are described in FAA Inspector Handbooks.  A validation flight is a flight observed by FAA Flight Standards inspectors prior to granting certain operational authorities.  During the flight, the FAA inspects items and areas related to the authority being sought.
FAQ:  Validation Flight.  Is an FAA observed validation flight required for all operators prior to their receiving RVSM authority?
No.  In most cases an FAA review of the operator’s application and related documents will enable the FAA to grant the operator RVSM authorization.  However, as determined by FAA inspectors, the FAA may elect to accompany the operator on a flight (i.e., conduct a validation flight).  Generally, a validation flight can be conducted during revenue service.
FAQ:  Validation vs. Monitoring Flights.  Does a validation flight take place in conjunction with a monitoring flight?

No.  An FAA Flight Standards validation flight is not related to a “monitoring flight”.   Monitoring refers to the use of ground-based or GPS-based systems to assess the altitude-keeping performance of an aircraft.
Section 2:  Part 91/GA Operators:
FAQ’s for Both Ops and Mx Specialists
FAQ:  Approval vs. Acceptance, Inspector Action.  Are Part 91/GA RVSM operations and maintenance programs approved or accepted?
· RVSM Maintenance programs are “approved”. (reference part 91 Appendix G, Section 3 (Operator Authorization) and the FAA Airworthiness Inspectors’ Handbook (8300.10, Vol. 2, Chapter 5)

· Part 91 Flight Operations Manuals are “accepted”.  (reference FAA Notice 8700.26, paragraphs 4b and 9f).

· Part 91 Pilot Knowledge/Training Programs are “accepted”. (reference FAA Notice 8700.26, paragraph 4b and 9f).
FAQ:  Letters of Authorization (LOA):  Current Guidance.  What is the current FAA inspector guidance on LOA’s?

FAA Notice 8700.23 (8/20/03) is the current guidance.  It is entitled “LOA For Special Areas of Operations”.   Appendix 1 provides the LOA format.
*FAQ (6/1/04):  LOA:  Domestic US Operational Policies.  If I have a current LOA, am I required to be issued a new  LOA now that the FAA Notice (May 31, 2004) containing DRVSM operational policy/procedures has been published?
No.   However, Part 91 operators that hold a current LOA must provide the information to their pilots prior to DRVSM implementation on January 20, 2005.  

A Sample Pilot Bulletin will be posted to the RVSM Documentation Webpage in mid-July.

FAQ:  LOA for RVSM Area New-to-the-Operator.  Am I required to obtain a new LOA when I start RVSM operations in a new area of operations?

No.  Part 91 operators are not required to obtain an LOA for individual RVSM areas of operation.  (Reference Notice 8700.23, paragraph 8k)   

 

Operators are, however, responsible for compliance with any operational policy and procedures specific to individual areas of operations.  The applicable part 91 references for this responsibility are:  sections 91.3, 91.703(a)(1)(2) and ICAO Annex 2 (Rules of the Air) paragraph 2.3.2 (Pre-flight action).

FAQ:  LOA’s and DRVSM.   If I have a current LOA granting me RVSM authority, am I required to obtain a separate LOA for Domestic U.S. RVSM operations?
No.  (Reference Notice 8700.23, paragraph 8k)
FAQ:  LOA’s and OpSpecs.  If I have OpSpecs granting me RVSM authority, when I conduct Part 91 operations, am I also required to have obtained an LOA?
No, provided that:

(1)  The aircraft is operated under the operator name listed in the OpSpecs.

(2)  The flight is conducted in an area of operations listed in the OpSpecs.

(3)  The aircraft is operated under the conditions under which the OpSpecs were granted.
Reference is Notice 8700.23, paragraph 8d.

FAQ:  LOA’s for Ferry and Delivery Flights.   Are there special provisions for ferry and delivery flights?
Yes.  Notice 8700.23, paragraph 9 provides guidance for second party operators that conduct ferry and delivery flights.
FAQ:  LOA Renewal.  What are the requirements for LOA renewal?
See Notice 8700.23 paragraph 9l.  LOA’s have a 24-calendar month validity.  If no changes related to the specific operating authority granted are made to operator aircraft or programs, then the request for renewal can be made by letter or fax.  If changes have been made, then application for a new LOA must be submitted in the same manner as that required for the initial LOA.

FAQ:  Single Pilot Operation.  Are there any special provisions in RVSM regulations and documents related to single pilot operations?
No.   There are no special provisions in RVSM regulations and documents related to single pilot operations.
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