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The NAS Infrastructure Management System (NIMS) is a recently initiated program in the FAA which represents the next generation of tools, services, and operational philosophies that govern the management, operation, and maintenance of the NAS, including remote maintenance monitoring (RMM).  The purpose of this memorandum and the attached document is to provide information and guidance to assist Product Teams in determining how best to meet RMM requirements.





The current RMM system (RMMS) architecture has a remote monitoring subsystem (RMS) interfacing with the maintenance processor subsystem (MPS) using an FAA proprietary protocol.  This FAA-unique RMM interface requires NAS projects to expend significant development effort, expense, and time to meet the interface requirements.  This is the “RMS approach.”





However, NAS infrastructure management requirements can be met more efficiently by using commercial industry standard interfaces, commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) hardware and software.  A NAS Component or its proxy agent (defined in the attached document) will interface with NIMS via open system protocols in an open systems architecture.  This is the “standards-based approach.”





The standards-based approach is being formally and officially defined.  The preparation of new documents or revision of baseline documents, such as interface documents and system specifications, are underway but will take several weeks to complete.  However, several projects are at critical stages of the procurement process and need guidance now.  The attachment to this memorandum contains guidance for the interim period and thereafter.  It also provides information to assist product teams in determining the appropriate strategy for RMM development.
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Since this new approach to RMM is not yet baselined within the FAA configuration management hierarchy, coordination with the NIMS Product Team is necessary to ensure that the products will ultimately conform to the new specification.





The NIMS Product Team will consistently be available to assist other product teams with further information and clarification as needed.





If you have any questions or would like further guidance, please contact
