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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides information and guidance regarding the submission of information concerning the qualification and approval of Flight Training Devices (Levels 1 through 5) by Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) inspectors, in accordance with criteria set forth in Advisory Circular (AC) 120-45A, Airplane Flight Training Device Qualification, dated February 5, 1992.  Specifically, it lists information that is to be submitted to AFS-800 concerning the qualification and approval of new Flight Training Devices placed into service after August 6, 1996, to satisfy permissible use authorizations contained in Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) parts 61, 141, 142, among others (14 CFR parts 61, et. al.). These new devices and modifications of existing Level 1 Flight Training Devices are ineligible for conferred status under �AC 120-45A, paragraph 14, and must therefore be evaluated for “Level” qualification under paragraph 8 and approved for such use as deemed appropriate under the existing regulations which apply at the time. 





2.  BACKGROUND.  The qualification and approval of Flight Training Devices Level 6 and Flight Simulators Levels A through D, is accomplished under a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) National Simulator Program by Flight Standards Service, National Simulator Program (NSPM) Office (AFS-205), in Atlanta, Georgia.  The NSPM maintains an updated listing of Flight Simulators and Flight Training Devices.  The FAA has determined that training devices found acceptable by the Administrator prior to August 2, 1996, may continue to be used for those tasks found acceptable. Thus, the previously reserved Level 1 classification for Flight Training Devices will be used to identify those individual devices, and only those individual devices that have been issued a letter authorizing use by the FAA’s General Aviation and Commercial Division, �AFS-800, or its predecessor offices.  Currently, the qualification and approval of Flight Training Device Levels 1 through 5 is accomplished under a Flight Standards Service, Field Office Program with the coordination and assistance of NSPM in accordance with the procedures and criteria set out in AC 120-45A.  However, under Qualification Performance Standards (QPS) being developed by FAA, the NSPM will be responsible for the initial evaluation of Flight Training Devices, Levels 2 through 5, but may delegate this responsibility to the FSDO as necessary.  FAA Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, volume 2, chapter 34, issued February 27, 1997, provides guidance to inspectors for the approval and use of Ground and Flight Training Devices qualified in Levels 1 through 5, which includes those devices given conferred status, designated as Level 1, and previously authorized for specific use under parts 61 and 141.  Specific authority for the continued use of these conferred status/Level 1 devices is provided by �section 61.4(b) and reporting requirements regarding their use is contained in FAA Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 34 paragraphs 9C and 11G.  This FAA Order specifically provides that all new devices manufactured or placed into service after August 6, 1996, are ineligible for conferred status and must be evaluated for qualification and such approved use as deemed appropriate under the regulations which apply at the time.  In this regard, AFS-800 is aware that occasionally, a new model of training device manufactured and presented for use under parts 61 and 141 after August 6, 1996, has been qualified and approved for specific use by a FSDO contrary to existing FAA policy guidance contained in AC 120-45A and FAA �Order 8700.1.  Such qualification and approvals of Flight Training Devices in Levels 1 through 5, without appropriate coordination with NSPM, and with AFS-800 for recordation and/or concurrence, as necessary, are not authorized.  As a result, certain qualifications and approvals have on occasion been rescinded pending their reevaluation and a determination of use as deemed appropriate under existing federal regulations and applicable policy guidance.  Therefore, in keeping with FAA’s overall national policy with respect to supporting simulation use, it is necessary that AFS-800 be informed of qualification and approvals of Flight Training Devices in Levels 1 through 5 as outlined herein prior to the authorized use of these devices under existing applicable federal regulations. 





3.  GUIDANCE.  Effective with the issuing of this bulletin, when a Flight Training Device is qualified and approved for use under the applicable regulations in Levels 1 through 5, or a modification is made to an existing model of Flight Training Device in accordance with AC 120-45A, paragraph 8, the FSDO in the jurisdiction where the device is located will ensure that the information listed below pertaining to the qualification and approval of that device and its authorized use is provided to AFS-800 in memo form prior to issuing the authorized use of the device.  FSDO inspectors should be aware that a Flight Training Device which has been qualified and approved in Levels 1 through 5, and for which the information listed herein pertinent to that device has not been recorded by AFS-800, is not authorized for use under existing federal regulations.  AFS-800 will maintain an active list of all such devices subsequently qualified in Levels 1 through 5 and approved for use under parts 61, and 141 and other applicable federal regulations.  This action is necessary to ensure that Flight Standards Service is able to satisfy its oversight responsibilities in providing clear and effective national policy guidance for both agency and consumer use concerning �Levels 1 through 5 Flight Training Devices.  As changes to FAA policy guidance concerning training devices qualified and approved for use at Levels 1 through 5 are developed, these changes will be incorporated in appropriate advisories and FAA Order 8700.1.  Accordingly, the following information is to be submitted to AFS-800 regarding Flight Training Devices qualified by FSDO inspectors in Levels 1 through 5:





A.  The name and address of the Flight Training Device manufacturer;





B.  The make/model, application [ASE/AME], and date of manufacture;





C.  The Level(s)(1 through 5) for which the device is qualified;





D.  The specific maneuvers and/or procedures for which the device is authorized for use; and





E.  Title 14 CFR believed applicable to the above authorized use.





4.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AS-840. Any questions or comments regarding the information provided should be directed to AFS-840 at (202)267-8196.





5.  LOCATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until the above information is published as part of a scheduled handbook change to FAA Order 8700.1.











/s/


Phyllis Anne Duncan for


Michael L. Henry


  Manager, General Aviation and Commercial Division
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