
NOTE: Inspectors are reminded that this section
applies to pilot recordkeeping requirements and
should not be confused with the operator’s
recordkeeping responsibility under Part 121 and
Part 135.

729. GENERAL. Aeronautical training and experience
that is used by airmen to meet the requirements for a
certificate or rating, or for recent flight experience, must
be documented in a reliable record. This section pro-
vides guidance to operations inspectors on the require-
ment for airmen possession of logbook records and
replacement of pilot flight experience records. A pilot
logbook is the primary evidence of pilot experience;
however, inspectors may accept operator records in lieu
of a personal pilot logbook. Pilot logbooks or those com-
pany records used to meet the recordkeeping require-
ments of FAR 61.51 may be inspected upon reasonable
request by the FAA Administrator, an authorized repre-
sentative of the National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB), or any state or local law enforcement officer.

731. LOST LOGBOOKS OR FLIGHT RECORDS.
Inspectors should advise airmen that they may recon-
struct lost logbooks or flight records by providing a
signed statement of previous flight time.

A. Proof of Experience. Airmen may use the fol-
lowing items to substantiate flight time and experience:
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• Aircraft logbooks

• Receipts for aircraft rentals 

• Operator records

• Copies of airman medical files

• Copies of FAA Form 8710-1, “Airman Certificate
and/or Rating Application”

B. Obtaining File Copies. Airmen who have lost
their logbooks or flight records may request copies of
their files from the FAA by writing to the following:

FAA Airmen Certification Branch, AVN-46
P. O. Box 25082

Oklahoma City, OK 73125

FAA, Aeromedical Certification Branch
P. O. Box 25082
Oklahoma City, OK 73125

NOTE: Inspectors should encourage pilots to
complete the flight time sections of official record
forms, even though it would not be required for
that specific certificate. These records document a
chronological development of flight time in case
personal records become lost.
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