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CHAPTER 7. AUTOMATED OPERATIONS SPECIFICATIONS
SUBSYSTEM (OPSS)

1. GENERAL.

A. Standard and Non-Standard. The automated
operations specifications subsystem (OPSS) consists
of standard operations specification (OpSpecs)
paragraphs developed by Washington Headquarters as
well as nonstandard paragraph. Standard paragraphs
and any subsequent revisions are first coordinated
within the FAA and then with appropriate industry
organizations. After this coordination, the standard
paragraphs are incorporated into the automated
OpSpecs computer software. The OPSS is
programmed to provide only those OpSpecs
paragraphs which are applicable to a particular type of
operation. When the appropriate standard paragraphs
have been selected and all the required information has
been entered into the OPSS, a complete set of OpSpecs
can be printed specific to the particular operator and
type of operation.

B. General Guidance. This chapter provides
general direction and guidance to inspectors
concerning actions necessary to generate a complete
set of OpSpecs. This chapter also provides general
information on the OPSS, such as control of standard
paragraphs, use of color, and procedures for amending
standard paragraphs. The OPSS is designed for
generating automated OpSpecs to allow inspectors to
collect and record appropriate information necessary
for issuing required OpSpec paragraphs as well as
authorizing the optional paragraphs as listed on
OpSpec A004. Before attempting to enter information
directly into the OPSS, one should be familiar with the
OPSS and the most current OPSS user’s manual.

(1) Specific task chapters involving OpSpecs in
Order 8700.1, volume 2 will reference volume 1,
chapter 7 when generating or revising OpSpecs for
general aviation operators who can be issued OpSpecs.

(2) This chapter also provides general informa-
tion for the subsystems within the OPSS. These
subsystems contain the Emergency Airworthiness
Directives, Exemptions, Title 14 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 298, Exemptions
for Air Taxi and Commuter Air Carrier Operations.
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2. DYNAMIC INFORMATION SYSTEM (DIS).

A. Critical Fields of Information. The OPSS
contains the information required for the Dynamic
Information System (DIS). Before OpSpec paragraphs
can be processed, certain fields of information must be
provided to the OPSS. These critical fields of
information must be current for the OpSpecs to be
technically accurate. The fields of information under
the Certificate Holder menu option are used in the
OpSpec paragraphs when the user is prompted to
select data for individual OpSpecs. The DIS consists
of the following data fields for each selected
Certificate Holder’s information:

(1) Personnel. This area contains basic and
generally static information about the certificate holder
or air operator. The information fields include FAA
recognized and required (by 14 CFR) positions titles,
their names, and the company’s equivalent position
title for the following examples. (The OpSpecs into
which these go are indicated in parentheses.)

* AD Notification Representative (A047)
+ Director of Operations (A006)
 Chief Pilot (A006) (part 133 requires)

* Chief Inspector (A006)

* Director of Maintenance (A006)

* Director of Safety (A006)

» Agent for Service (A007)

 Other Designated Persons (A007)

(2) Aircraft Authorization. This area contains
specific information about the aircraft the operator is
authorized to use and specific conditions for the
operator. This information is used in OpSpecs A003,
D085, and any other OpSpecs that require the insertion
of aircraft for authorization. Information that is
collected includes:

(a) Aircraft Make/Model/Series
(b) Aircraft Manufacturer

(c) Nose Number (if applicable)
(d) Aircraft Serial Number
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(e) Specific regulation that the aircraft is
being operated under:

 Title 14 CFR parts 91, 125, 133, 137,
141, 142

(f) Specific Section of 14 CFR part 119 that
identifies the type of certification basis:

* Title 14 CFR § 119.23(a) or part 125.
(g) Kind of Operation:

¢ On demand

(h) Configuration of the Specific Aircraft:

* Pax & Cargo, Passenger, All Cargo,
Combi

(i) Noise Stage (if applicable)

(j) Seats Demonstrated (evacuation demon-
stration under 14 CFR parts 25 and 125)

(k) Seats Approved (mini-evacuation
demonstration that is operator-specific)

(1) Flight Attendants (required number)

(m) Class of Operation:

» Amphibian, HEL (helicopter), MEL
(multi-engine land), MES (multi-
engine sea), MEL/MES (both), SES
(single engine-sea), SEL (single-
engine land), SEL/SES (both)

(n) En Route Type:
» IFR, IFR/VFR, VFR

(o) Condition:
* Day Only, Day/Night

(p) Civil Reserve Aviation Fleet (CRAF):
* Medical, Floor, Door

(q) Remarks section that records and
identifies multiple comment. This information must be
complete and accurate since the OPSS uses this
information for standard OpSpecs A001, A003, and
DO08s.

(3) Principal Inspectors. This area contains the
names of principal inspectors specific to the certificate
holding district office (CHDO) to which the OPSS is
defaulted. This area is used to update the specific
principal inspectors that are assigned to a specific
certificate holder or air operator. This information will
be used when the OpSpec paragraphs are ready to be
signed.
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(4) Air Operator Authorized Areas. This area
is where the information is collected for insertion into
the operator's approved geographic areas of operations
for OpSpec B050. It is used by other district offices
(other than the CHDO) who have a surveillance work
program for the operator in their respective geographic
areas of responsibility.

3. REQUIRED OPERATIONS SPECIFICA-
TIONS. With the development of the OPSS, specific
OpSpec paragraphs for a particular operator operating
in accordance with certain 14 CFR parts are
automatically extracted from the databases. The
required OpSpec paragraphs are programmed to
automatically move from:

A. The standard OpSpec paragraphs for 14 CFR
parts 91, 121, 125, 129, 133, 135, 137, 141, and 142
fixed wing and rotorcraft operations are divided into
the following six parts. Each part contains standard
paragraphs that have the potential of being
consecutively numbered from 001 to 999. Approval of
all OpSpec paragraphs may be indicated by the
signature of the principal inspectors or the CHDO
manager who may sign for any of the principal
inspectors.

(1) Part A. Part A paragraphs are generally
considered to be both airworthiness and operations
paragraphs. Contents of these paragraphs must be
carefully coordinated between operations and
airworthiness inspectors before approval. Approval of
these paragraphs may be indicated by the signature of
any one of the three assigned principal inspectors or as
determined by individual CHDO policy.

(2) Part B - En Route Authorizations, Limita-
tions, and Procedures. Operations inspectors are
primarily responsible for preparing and approving
authorizations in Part B.

(3) Part C - Airplane Terminal Instrument Pro-
cedures and Airport Authorizations and Limitations.

Part C pertains to fixed wing airplanes only.
Operations inspectors are primarily responsible for
preparing and approving the authorizations in Part C.

(4) Part D - Aircraft Maintenance.

Airworthiness inspectors are primarily responsible for
preparing and approving the paragraphs in Part D.
OpSpec D095, Minimum Equipment List
Authorization must be carefully coordinated with
operations inspectors.
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(5) Part E - Weight and Balance.
Airworthiness inspectors are primarily responsible for
preparing and approving Part E. Part E must be
carefully coordinated with operations inspectors.

(6) Part H - Helicopter Terminal Instrument
Procedures and Airport Authorizations and
Limitations. Part H are the rotorcraft equivalent to the
Part C paragraphs for fixed wing operations.
Operations inspectors are primarily responsible for
preparing and approving the paragraphs in Part H.
(Parts 121 and 125 operations will not have Part H in
the databases.)

B. Training specifications are issued in accordance
with 14 CFR § 142.5(b). For the purpose of the
training specifications for 14 CFR part 142, training
specifications will be replaced with the issuance of the
computer generated generic OPSS form. Information
regarding the applicability and issuance of training
specifications is contained in 14 CFR § 142.11 and
FAA Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 148. Training
specifications have been realigned to correspond more
closely to the numbering system employed for
traditional OpSpecs issued to air carriers. This will
provide a correlation when discussing the relationships
that will be developed between the training center and
its contracting operators. Part 142 OpSpecs are divided
into the following 4 basic sections:

(1) Part A - General. Includes the issuance
and applicability, definitions, authorizations and
limitations summary, exemptions and deviations, flight
training equipment and training location
authorizations, and personnel listings.

(2) Part B - Training Authorizations,
Limitations, and Procedures. Includes the approved
curricula listings for individual airmen and air
operators, special training programs and training
agreements.

(3) Part C - Airplane Terminal Instrument
Procedures and Airport Authorizations and
Limitations. At this time this section only contains
approved circling approach authorizations for
specified simulators.

(4) Part D - Maintenance Requirements,
Limitations, and Procedures. Includes flight training
equipment maintenance and records requirements,
Minimum Equipment List, and Simulator Component
Inoperative Guide (SCIG) authorizations.

C. Title 14 CFR § 145.19 sets forth the
requirements for repair station OpSpecs. The term
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Certificate Holder is now used to include the holder of
a repair station certificate as described in the OpSpecs.
The OpSpecs lettering and numbering system used for
repair stations is consistent with those in use by other
14 CFR certificate holders. The Repair Station
OpSpecs (Form 8400-4-1) has been replaced with the
issuance of the computer generated generic OPSS
form. For more detailed guidance for issuing part 145
OpSpecs see FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness
Inspector’s Handbook, volume 2, chapter 161 and
Airworthiness Handbook Bulletin (HBAW) 99-02,
Guidance for Issuing the New Automated Operations
Specifications for 14 CFR Part 145 Repair Stations.
Part 145 standard OpSpec paragraphs are currently
divided into three parts, each of which has an assigned
letter designator and contains standard paragraphs.

(1) Part A OpSpec paragraphs are considered to
be general paragraphs and are issued for both
Domestic and Foreign Repair Stations.

(2) Part B contains special authorizations, limi-
tations, and procedures that may be issued for both
Domestic and Foreign Repair Stations. Currently,
Part B only contains BO50 which applies to foreign
repair stations and provides for the authorization to
conduct services under contract to a U.S. Carrier/
14 CFR part 129 operator at a location other than the
repair stations facility. (Reference Order 8300.10
volume 2, chapter 163, section 1, paragraph 7.)

(3) Part D contains specific authorizations,
limitations, and procedures in OpSpec D100, for work
to be performed at a place other than the Repair
Station’s Fixed Location. OpSpec D100 must list the
work authorized and the approved Inspection Proce-
dures Manual (IPM) must reference the work that the
repair station is approved to perform away from the
fixed location. This is the only means that the FAA
has to approve that section of the IPM which describes
how the repair station will perform work away from its
fixed location.

D. The standard OpSpec paragraphs for 14 CFR
part 133, Rotorcraft External-Load Operations, are in
two parts only.

(1) Part A - General. Includes the issuance
and applicability, definitions, authorizations and
limitations summary, exemptions and deviations,
personnel listings, Class D, IFR, and other general
authorizations.

(2) Part D - Aircraft Listing.
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E. The standard OpSpec paragraphs for the
14 CFR part 137 Agricultural Aircraft Operations, are
divided into the following 3 parts.

(1) Part A - General. Includes the issuance
and applicability, definitions, authorizations and
limitations summary, exemptions and deviations, and
personnel listings.

(2) Part B - Any Waivers or Special
Authorizations.

(3) Part D - Aircraft Listing.

4. OPERATIONS SPECIFICATIONS CHECK-
LIST FOR OPTIONAL AUTHORIZATIONS.

OpSpec A004 is a series of statements considered to
be a checklist for optional authorizations in the OPSS.
When accurately selected in OpSpec A004, the
checklist describes the particular optional
authorizations for the specific operator for which
OpSpecs are being prepared. OpSpec paragraphs that
are required for specific operators will not appear in
OpSpec A004 checklist. Some of these statements
describe general information about the operator and
certain statements describe the capability of the
operator's aircraft. Other statements identify specific
authorizations and/or limitations which apply or will
apply to the operator.

A. When selecting the authorizations concerning
the operator, they must be factually correct. When
selecting a statement which describes a limitation or
restriction, inspectors must be aware that the selection
will result in OpSpec A004 showing the authorization
of an OpSpec paragraph. Standard OpSpec paragraphs
which provide special authorizations usually require
special training curriculums, maintenance programs,
and modifications to the operator's manuals and MEL.
The OpSpecs A004 checklist includes both operations
and maintenance items. All items must be thoroughly
coordinated between operations and airworthiness
inspectors. This coordination between operations and
airworthiness inspectors is absolutely essential. The
principal operations inspector, principal maintenance
inspector, and principal avionics inspector must all
agree that the selections made on the OpSpecs A004
checklist are accurate. Principal inspectors should also
review the OpSpecs A004 checklist with the operator
and agree that the selected statements accurately
describe the operation.

B. After the selections are moved to the OPSS
Workspace Grid, the appropriate standard paragraphs
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can then be completed (reference the current OPSS
User’s Manual for details). The operations
specifications table of contents can be printed in order
to review all the standard paragraphs applicable to the
operator and identifies paragraphs which provide
special authorizations or prohibitions.

5. TEST OR TRAINING OPERATIONS
SPECIFICATIONS. At each Flight Standards
office, a set of practice or test OpSpecs can be
generated. The user should refer to either the OPSS
Student Training Manual or the OPSS User’s manual
for details to use this kind of exercise. This can be
done when someone wants to practice using the OPSS
and does not have a real operator in the database or
does not want to experiment with the information on a
real operator. From time-to-time the OPSS database
managers will purge the testing and training databases.

6. DRAFTS OF OPERATIONS SPECIFICA-
TIONS.

A. Inspectors should coordinate the draft OpSpecs
with the operator. This coordination should involve the
operator throughout the final preparation of the
OpSpecs. This provides an opportunity to develop a
common understanding between the operator and the
FAA about the authorizations, limitations, and
provisions in the OpSpecs. The operator must also be
given the occasion to verify that added operator-
specific information is correct.

B. After the draft OpSpecs have been reviewed and
final corrections made, if any, the final OpSpec
paragraphs can be printed and physically signed or if
the operator has electronic signature capability, the
OpSpec paragraphs can be electronically signed by
both parties.

7. TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR OPERATIONS
SPECIFICATIONS. The automated OpSpecs table
of contents is an integral section of an operator's
OpSpecs. The OPSS can automatically print a table of
contents for each part individually.

8. AUTOMATED FEATURES AND
SYMBOLOGY OF AUTOMATED OPERATIONS
SPECIFICATIONS PARAGRAPHS.

A. The OPSS prints page numbers automatically on
the OpSpec paragraph forms.

B. The OPSS automatically prints the words
Control Date and the date the completed paragraph is
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generated and printed. The control date is printed on
the upper right corner of the OpSpecs form. This
Control Date is for Headquarters control purposes only
and must not be construed as an effective date. The
OPSS prints the operator's certificate number in the
lower right corner of the OpSpecs form and the
operator’s name will be printed on the bottom center of
each page.

C. The OPSS provides a filter under the Tools pull-
down menu and affects what is seen within the OPSS.
The OPSS filter automatically displays, in color, those
paragraphs that Headquarters has changed or archived
and is intended to alert the users that a change has
occurred.

9. MANDATORY AND NON-MANDATORY
CHANGES. OpSpec changes are either Mandatory
(Policy change) reflected by the color Red, or Non-
Mandatory (minor text/format change) reflected by the
color Green to alert the OPSS users of changes.

A. Whether it is a Mandatory or Non-mandatory
change, an initial review of the revision history in the
Guidance Subsystem should be the first step to
determine what has caused the change. If the change
occurs due to new policy, that new policy document
will be referred to in the revision history and it will
also be available for viewing, printing, or extracting
from the OPSS for that OpSpec. None of the changes
should go past 90 days without being re-issued or re-
evaluated. It may require a review of the original
certification or authorization process for the evaluation
or re-issuance as relevant to the initiation of the
change in color whether it is a Mandatory or Non-
Mandatory change.

B. If a Mandatory change is made and the ASI
determines that it affects any particular operator(s)
then it is necessary to amend and re-issue the OpSpec
paragraph as soon as appropriate or within 90 days for
all those affected. A Mandatory change will typically
be as a result of a policy or regulatory change in which
the standard OpSpec paragraph itself has been revised
by Headquarters.

C. If a Non-Mandatory change is made and the ASI
determines that it affects any particular operator(s)
then it is necessary to amend and re-issue the OpSpec
paragraph as soon as appropriate or within 90 days for
all those operator(s) affected. The Non-Mandatory
changes may be due to a text/format change or as a
result of the issuance of new or additional policy for
that authorization but the standard language of the
OpSpec paragraph itself did not change.
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D. Archived OpSpec Paragraphs. OpSpec
paragraphs are archived by Headquarters to either
remove an OpSpec and accompanying guidance or to
replace an existing OpSpec with a new one. Archived
paragraphs and guidance are available for viewing
only by adjusting the filter settings in the OPSS. Once
an OpSpec paragraph has been archived it is disabled
and not available for issuance but can be viewed only.

10. OPTIONAL TEXT.

A. Standard OpSpec Paragraphs. All the standard
paragraphs in the OPSS have a provision which
permits inspectors to include optional text. The
OpSpec paragraphs that have optional text entered can
be considered to be standard or non-standard
depending upon the OpSpec authorization itself or the
text that is added. The optional or additional text
should relate to the subject matter of the standard
paragraph or give a description of the approved
program for that authorization. Inspectors may need to
add optional or additional text as a subparagraph to
address operator situations which are unique or to
satisfy an operator's request to have a situation
addressed in the OpSpecs. The provisions in the
optional/additional text must not be less restrictive or
contrary to the provisions in standard paragraphs
developed by Washington Headquarters. If the
optional/additional text or subparagraph added is more
restrictive than the standard, inspectors must have
justifiable reasons. A more restrictive provision
results in unique treatment and could adversely affect
an operator's competitive position. Examples of
situations which may justify adding extra
subparagraphs include the following:

(1) Certain OpSpec paragraphs are by nature
ones that require the operator to explain or describe its
own program or method of operations, or reference to
the FAA-approved program but do not require
approval by the Regional or Headquarters offices as
nonstandard paragraphs. An example of this kind of
OpSpec would be A008, Operational Control.

(2) An accident or series of incidents or
enforcement actions which indicate a need for higher
minimums, more stringent procedures, or prohibition
of certain maneuvers.

(3) En route, terminal area, or airport situations
which are unique to a particular operator or a small
number of operators.
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(4) Situations which require interim provisions
such as airport construction, temporary obstacles, or
temporary aircraft performance restrictions.

(5) Situations in which the operator does not
train for certain maneuvers or procedures, resulting in
a need to specify restrictions to provide for acceptable
levels of safety.

(6) Self-imposed restrictions or procedures
requested by the operator to be specified in the
OpSpec paragraph.

B. Nonstandard OpSpec Paragraphs. Adding
additional text as extra subparagraphs to a standard
OpSpec paragraph that is less restrictive requires that
the operator and the ASI follow the procedures for
requesting a nonstandard OpSpec. Nonstandard
OpSpec approval procedures are outlined in
paragraph 11 below.

11. PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING
NONSTANDARD PARAGRAPHS.

A. Nonstandard Airworthiness or Repair Station
OpSpec Paragraphs. Order 8300.10, volume 2,
chapter 84, section 1, paragraph 13, provides guidance
for the principal maintenance inspector (PMI) on
issuing nonstandard paragraphs and will remain the
same in that, nonstandard paragraphs must only be
used in situations unique to a specific certificate
holder.

B. Nonstandard Operator-Requested OpSpecs.
Any nonstandard OpSpecs request from the operator
must be submitted to the principal inspector. It must
contain enough information to support the request,
such as a statement of why the operator cannot comply
with the specific OpSpec paragraph; the airports
specific to the operation; the comparable level of
safety; pertinent navigational equipment; the type of
aircraft; company procedures that ensure the safety of
flight; and any other supporting documentation.
Further, the request must include a copy of the OpSpec
paragraph with the proposed nonstandard language
inserted appropriately.

(1) The principal inspector must evaluate and
substantiate the information. If the principal inspector
does not concur with the proposal, a letter denying the
application of the nonstandard paragraph with an
explanation of the reasons for denial shall be
forwarded to the operator.

(2) If the principal inspector concurs, the
completed package shall be forwarded as described in
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subparagraph D below. The package must include the
recommendation, the operator’s application, the
supporting information, alignment with current
national policy, the necessity of the proposed para-
graph, and the proposed nonstandard verbiage.

C. Nonstandard OpSpec Request by the POl. The
POI may need to add a subparagraph to an already
existing standard OpSpec in order to address operator
situations which are unique, or to satisfy an operator's
request to have a situation addressed in a particular
OpSpec. The provisions in those nonstandard
subparagraphs should not be less restrictive to the
provisions in standard paragraphs developed by
Washington Headquarters. The nonstandard
subparagraphs should relate to the subject matter of the
main paragraph. Examples of situations which may
justify adding extra subparagraphs are currently listed
in the handbook. Anything outside the handbook
guidance should be forwarded to Headquarters for
prior approval.

(1) In those cases where the nonstandard addi-
tional text is less restrictive, Headquarters must autho-
rize the proposed paragraph prior to issuance to the
operator. The proposal must contain the same informa-
tion as described above for operator requested
OpSpecs.

NOTE OF CAUTION: Do not change or add
anything to the language, format, or number-
ing of the standard OpSpecs as issued by Head-
quarters. If the standard OpSpec language is
changed in any way, this may invalidate Head-
quarters policy.

(2) In the OPSS the nonstandard text is entered
under the text tab which states, "Enter text for a
nonstandard paragraph.” For those currently using the
old system, contact AFS-260 for the applicable
OpSpec word document template, then add the
nonstandard language as described below. Start the
nonstandard language with a new subparagraph using
italics to set off the nonstandard language. For
example:

“e. Notwithstanding subparagraph [insert appro-
priate subparagraph reference, i.e. "c(5)"] above
for operations [insert appropriate language, i.e.
"that are conducted solely within the state of
Alaska" or "conducted at Example Airport"], the
highest of the following minimum altitudes

apply....”
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D. When a nonstandard subparagraph is requested,
the principal inspector forwards a transmittal letter and
the supporting documentation for the request with a
copy of the whole OpSpec paragraph and the requested
nonstandard verbiage as shown above, to the
appropriate Regional Flight Standards Division. If the
Regional Flight Standards Division concurs with the
principal inspector, it shall forward its response to the
appropriate Flight Standards Headquarters division for
review. Once the determination is made at the
Headquarters level, a notification will be sent to the
Regional Flight Standards Division who will in turn
forward it to the requesting principal inspector. If the
response is a concurrence to the proposed nonstandard
text, the principal inspector can authorize the
nonstandard text by entering it into the OPSS for that
OpSpec and issue it to the operator. The OPSS allows
for the nonstandard text of each OpSpec to be
evaluated to determine if other operators are similarly
affected and whether the standard paragraph needs
revision.

E. Another type of nonstandard paragraph should
only be considered when the subject matter does not
relate to any standard paragraph and it would be
inappropriate to add the information as additional text
or proposed OpSpecs that either need guidance or if
other operators are similarly affected and whether a
new standard paragraph needs to be developed for
nationwide implementation. These can be sent
electronically to AFS Headquarters and requested to
be inserted into the OPSS database for use. These
special nonstandard OpSpec paragraphs will be
inserted into the appropriate part using a large number
and an N after the number. Examples would be:
A321N or B301IN.

F. In order to expedite the process, Headquarters’
divisions may accept the completed package as
attachments through electronic mail as long as the hard
copy package is subsequently forwarded to the
appropriate division. Prior to sending it electronically,
contact the respective division to ensure that electronic
processing is acceptable and to ensure proper
coordination.

12. PRINTING AUTOMATED OPERATIONS
SPECIFICATIONS. After an OpSpec has been
reviewed, verified for accuracy, and coordinated with
the operator, it can be printed for signature or it can be
electronically transmitted for electronic signature.
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Authorized revisions should be made activate and
moved to the Certificate Holders Document screen
before printing. A single paragraph or a selected set of
OpSpec paragraphs may be printed with or without the
Table of Contents in each part.

13. OPERATOR'S RECEIPT OF APPROVED
OPERATIONS SPECIFICATIONS. Refer to
guidance in Order 8400.1, General OpSpec Guidance
for Volume 3, Chapter 1, Section 1, 2, and 7.

A. After an OpSpecs paragraph has been approved
by the FAA, two copies of the OpSpec paragraph shall
be forwarded to the operator with a letter. This letter
must identify the part, paragraph and any associated
amendment numbers. This letter must also state that
the two copies are enclosed, request that the operator
sign and date both copies, and return one copy to the
CHDO. When the operator signs both copies, he
acknowledges that he has accepted the conditions and
limitations and agrees to comply with the
specifications appearing on the OpSpecs.

B. Principal inspectors shall keep a current, signed
copy of all OpSpec documents including the table of
contents on file in the CHDO. The OpSpecs
paragraphs that are currently in effect for the operator
shall be filed together. Superseded, surrendered, or
revoked OpSpec paragraphs and table of contents shall
be retained in the CHDO office for at least 5 years. If
an operator’s certificate or OpSpecs are surrendered or
revoked, the OpSpecs shall be retained in the district
office files for at least 5 years.

14. TRAINING SPECIFICATIONS IN CORRE-
LATION TO OPSPECS. Information regarding the
applicability and issuance of training specifications is
contained in 14 CFR § 142.11 and FAA Order 8700.1,
volume 2, chapter 148. Training specifications are
issued in accordance with § 142.5(b). For the purpose
of the training specifications for 14 CFR part 142,
training specifications will be synonymous with
OpSpecs, and OPSS Form 8400-8 contained within the
new automated OPSS will be used. Training
specifications have been realigned to correspond more
closely to the numbering system employed for
OpSpecs. This will provide a correlation when
discussing the relationships that will be developed
between the training center and its contracting
operators.
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