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1.  PURPOSES.

A.  This bulletin responds to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) findings, including NTSB aviation safety recommendation A-00-007, by promoting the practice of preparing for an instrument approach as a backup during operation in night visual meteorological conditions (VMC), or whenever instrument meteorological conditions (IMC) might be encountered.

B.  This bulletin recommends that this practice be explicitly included and emphasized among the standard operating procedures (SOPs) developed by air carrier certificate holders for use by flightcrews in their training and operations, in accordance with Advisory Circular (AC) 120-71, Standard Operating Procedures for Flightdeck Crewmembers.

2.  BACKGROUND.

A.  FAA review has revealed that better approach preparation  might have prevented certain air carrier accidents and incidents.

B. The NTSB recommended that FAA direct its principal operations inspectors (POIs) assigned to air carrier certificate holders to ensure that those certificate holders’ flightcrews conduct a full briefing for an instrument approach as a backup when a visual approach is planned in night VMC, or whenever IMC might be encountered.

C.  In these conditions, if a visual approach must be abandoned, the additional approach preparation would provide for a smooth and safe transition to an instrument approach.

D.   AC 120-71 emphasizes the importance of standard operating procedures and, in particular, the importance of pilot briefings and descent planning for visual approaches.  In conjunction with this bulletin, FAA will revise AC 120-71, Appendix 15, to include the following note:

Flightcrews should prepare for an instrument approach when a visual approach is planned in night VMC, or whenever IMC might be encountered.

Approach Chart.  Preparation should include having open and readily usable the best instrument approach chart, if one is published, in accordance with the operator’s approved training program and operating procedures.  A precision approach is the best selection; any approved approach providing precision-like vertical guidance to the pilot is a desirable second-choice selection, such as FMS with VNAV capability; any other approach is the least desirable selection. 

Briefing.  A briefing should be conducted that includes at least the following elements:

· Frequency of the approach navaid

· Final approach course 

· Glideslope (GS) altitude at GS intercept, or

Crossing altitude at the final approach fix (FAF)

· Decision altitude or height DA(H); or

Minimum descent altitude (MDA) and missed approach point (MAP)

· Initial heading and altitude for the missed approach procedure
Navigation Radios.  Preparation should include tuning and identifying approach navaids, and setting the appropriate approach course.
3.  ACTION.  POIs should deliver the following information to the Director of Safety (part 121 operators) or the Director of Operations (part 135 operators) of each operator in their oversight:

A.  The existence and ready accessibility of AC 120-71, Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for Flightdeck Crewmembers. AC 120-71 is posted on the Flight Standards Service’s public web site at:

<http://www.faa.gov/avr/afs/acs/ac-idx.htm>

B.  The importance of SOPs that are clear, comprehensive, and readily available to their flightcrew members, as described in AC 120-71, particularly Appendix 2,  “Stabilized Approach:  Concepts and Terms,” and Appendix 15, “Descent Planning for Visual Approaches.”  

C.  The following recommended practice that should be included as SOP in the training program and in the manuals used by the operator’s flightcrews: 

Flightcrews should prepare for an instrument approach when a visual approach is planned in night VMC, or whenever IMC might be encountered.

Approach Chart.  Preparation should include having open and readily usable the best instrument approach chart, if one is published, in accordance with the operator’s approved training program and operating procedures.  A precision approach is the best selection; any approved approach providing precision-like vertical guidance to the pilot is a desirable second-choice selection, such as FMS with VNAV capability; any other approach is the least desirable selection. 

Briefing.  A briefing should be conducted that includes at least the following elements:

· Frequency of the approach navaid

· Final approach course 

· Glideslope (GS) altitude at GS intercept, or

Crossing altitude at the final approach fix (FAF)

· Decision altitude or height DA(H); or

Minimum descent altitude (MDA) and missed approach point (MAP)

· Initial heading and altitude for the missed approach procedure
Navigation Radios.  Preparation should include tuning and identifying approach navaids, and setting the appropriate approach course.

4.  PROGRAM TRACKING AND REPORTING SUBSYSTEM (PTRS) INPUT.  Once each POI has delivered the information in this bulletin to the Director of Safety or the Director of Operations, as directed in the ACTION paragraph, each POI shall use PTRS activity code 1381 and place "FSAT0105" in the National Use field.  POIs should use the Comments section to record any comments coming from interaction with the operators.

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-210.  Any questions concerning this bulletin should be directed to AFS-210 at (202) 267-3723.

6.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until further notice.
/s/ Louis C. Cusimano, for

Gregory L. Michael

Manager, Air Transportation Division
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