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1. 1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides guidance to inspectors for the use of the Affiliated Designator data field on FAA Form 
8000-36, Program Tracking and Reporting Subsystem (PTRS) Data Sheet.
2.  
2. BACKGROUND.
A.  The Affiliated Designator data field was initially established in PTRS for the purpose of creating an information relationship between air carriers and their associated training centers.  The PTRS automatically downloads surveillance records to the Certificate-Holding District Offices (CHDO) for each designator entered in the Designator and Affiliated Designator data fields on the PTRS transmittal sheet.  Requirements have now been identified for obtaining information for several kinds of organizational relationships in addition to air carriers and training centers.  Activating the Affiliated Designator data field for 14 CFR parts 121, 129, 135, and 145 will create a communication link and method of relating air carriers and air agencies with both contract maintenance and training providers. 
B.  The following are examples of organizational relationships that exist.

· Air carriers and training centers

· Air carriers and repair stations

· Air carriers and contract maintenance facilities

· Air carriers and associated foreign or domestic air carriers

· Repair stations and contract maintenance facilities



C.  Data quality is essential so that the information can be used by the Safety Performance Analysis System (SPAS) to analyze the performance of the organizations using contractors to perform training or maintenance functions.

3.   DISCUSSION.
4.  A.  The definition for the Affiliated Designator data field is:  
Whenever a surveillance activity is completed at a company, organization, maintenance provider’s facility, or other entity that performs any services for an FAA-certificated organization (air operator or air agency).  The four-character designator code of the contracted person shall be entered into the Affiliated Designator data field.

B.  

Following are examples of potential scenarios for which aviation safety inspectors (ASI) might commonly provide oversight.  These examples will assist in determining the proper use of the Affiliated Designator data field:
(1)  

An FAA air carrier inspector is performing an inspection of an air carrier’s training program that is being conducted by a contracted training center.  In this case, the inspector would put the air carrier’s designator code in the Designator data field and the training center’s designator code in the Affiliated Designator data field.
(2)  An FAA air carrier inspector (CMT/CHDO/IFO) is performing a spot (3628/5628) inspection of a foreign (part 129 air carrier) or domestic air carrier’s aircraft that is undergoing maintenance by a contracted person.  The inspector is checking compliance with the air carrier’s maintenance program.  In this case, the inspector would put the air carrier’s designator code in the Designator data field and the contracted person’s designator code in the Affiliated Designator data field.

(3)  An FAA air carrier inspector is conducting an inspection for an Airworthiness Directives Verification (3649/5649) or an Inspection Program (3637/5637) of an air carrier at a contracted facility, and the inspection involves the observation of an interaction with the contracted person.  In this case, the inspector would put the air carrier’s designator code in the Designator data field and the contracted person’s designator code in the Affiliated Designator data field.

(4)  An FAA part 145 inspector is conducting an inspection of a contracting repair station (CRS #2) that is performing maintenance functions (3663/5663) for another certificated repair station (CRS #1) to fulfill 14 CFR part 145 requirements.  The purpose for the inspection is to determine if CRS #2 is in compliance with part 145.  In this case, the inspector would enter the designator of CRS #1 in the Designator data field and the designator of CRS #2 performing the contracted maintenance function in the Affiliated Designator data field.
(5)  An FAA air carrier inspector is conducting an inspection of a part 121 or part 135 air carrier’s maintenance inspection program being performed by a contracted maintenance provider (3640 or 5640).  The inspector enters the designator code for the air carrier in the Designator data field and the designator code for the contract provider in the Affiliated Designator data field.
4.  
SUMMARY.  The proper use of the Designator data field and Affiliated Designator data field can be determined by stating which certificate is the primary focus of the training or maintenance activity.  The designator of that primary organization is used in the Designator data field.  
The designator of the support organization is placed in the Affiliated Designator data field.

5.  ACTION.  Upon receipt of this bulletin all ASIs shall use the Affiliated Designator data field as appropriate when completing PTRS transmittals.


6.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-900, Flight Standards Certification and Surveillance Division.  Any questions should be directed to Joel Schlossberg at 703-661-0521 or Donna Hughes at 703-661-0524.

7.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will expire on 09-30-02.
/s/
Nicholas A. Sabatini, Director

Flight Standards Service
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