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1.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this bulletin is to alert operators of a potential safety problem associated with nonstandard individual flotation devices installed on some aircraft.  This bulletin advises operators of the proper course of action to take when there are significant differences in individual flotation equipment.





2.  BACKGROUND.  Individual flotation equipment, for use by passengers, are not always identical on some aircraft.  The differences in the equipment can be insignificant.  For example, flotation cushions may have straps on the sides, or straps across the bottom of the cushion.  In either case, the instructions for use would be the same, “Insert your arms through the straps and hold the cushion to your chest.”  The straps are not in the same place, but the same instructions would work regardless of the location of the straps.  However, there are cases when the differences in the flotation cushions or the life preservers are significant.  





3.  DISCUSSION.  





  A.  Significant differences in life preservers are:





    (1)  Some are donned by placing one part over the head; verses





    (2)  Those worn like a coat; and





    (3)  Some have inflation handles that work differently.





  B.  Operators use various methods to inform passengers of using dissimilar flotation equipment, such as:





    (1)  Briefing passengers on the different types of flotation devices;





    (2)  Displaying the differences on passenger cards and alluding to them in the briefing;





    (3)  Using a combination of briefing and passenger cards; and





    (4)  Briefing passengers (in rare cases) on only one design.





4. POLICY.  When a passenger is informed about more than one type of flotation cushion or life preserver it can be confusing.  One method for informing passengers is to, give each passenger information about the piece of individual flotation equipment that is located at that individual passenger’s seat.  In some cases, this may mean different cards at different seats and individual briefings at certain seats.  When two sections on the same aircraft are equipped differently, each section would need different information on the passenger information cards and need a different passenger briefing.  Another method for informing passengers is to advise them during the oral briefing that there are different types of flotation cushions on the airplane and therefore, it is important that they study the card carefully and be aware of the differences in the flotation equipment.  The different methods of donning and/or operation of the individual flotation means should be depicted on the card and given in the oral briefing or demonstration (if extended over water flight.)





5.  ACTION.  POI’s should inform their assigned operator’s regarding the information in this bulletin.





6.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-203 and �AFS-510.  Any persons with questions or comments regarding this bulletin should contact AFS-203 at (202)-267-3735 or �AFS-510 at (703)-661-0530.





7.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until �May 31, 1998.














/s/


Katherine Hakala


Acting Manager, Air Transportation Division


