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---------------------------------------------------------------


NOTE:  THIS BULLETIN CONTAINS SPECIFIC REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.


SEE ITEM #3.


---------------------------------------------------------------


1.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this bulletin is to conduct a special emphasis inspection of smoke goggles during any enroute and ramp inspection.  This special emphasis inspection will be conducted upon receipt of this bulletin, and 30 days from the effective date of this bulletin.


2.  BACKGROUND.  The NTSB has made a recommendation to require that smoke goggles currently approved for the flightcrews of transport-category aircraft be packaged in such a way that they can be easily opened by the flightcrew.  It is believed that many current installations of smoke goggles at a variety of US air carriers place smoke goggles within sealed plastic wrapping or other packaging that is sufficiently thick; it cannot be opened easily by the user.


3.  ACTION.  In order to comprehensively address this safety recommendation, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) needs information on the type of packaging used for approved smoke goggles.  The attached special emphasis enroute and ramp inspection item sheet represents the necessary information needed by the FAA to perform this task. Upon receipt of this bulletin, operations inspectors shall complete the attached form when accomplishing any enroute or ramp inspection during the validity period of this bulletin.


NOTE:  The use of the attached form is not intended to limit an inspector’s surveillance or inspection activity, but merely to focus on certain aspects of the issues surrounding smoke goggles.  Completed forms should be sent via fax or cc:mail to Michael Coffey (AFS220) at (202)267-5229.


4.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-220 and ANM-110. Any questions or comments concerning its content should be directed to Michael J. Coffey (AFS-220) at (202)267-3750, or Kristin Larson (ANM-111) at (425)227-1760.


5.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until June 30, 1998.











/s/


Gary Davis 


for


Quentin J. Smith, Jr.


Manager, Air Transportation Division
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�



Special Emphasis Smoke Goggle Inspection


Name of the Air Carrier:


�
�
Aircraft Type and Model:


�
�
Does this aircraft incorporate integrated breathing equipment and eye protection as a single unit:        Yes   __


                                                                                                                                                                     No  __�
�
Does this aircraft use separate breathing equipment and smoke goggles:                                               Yes   __


                                                                                                                                                                     No  __�
�
A brief description of the storage location in the cockpit for smoke goggles and/or protective breathing equipment which integrates eye protection:





�
�
A description of all types of smoke goggle packaging used:





�
�
An evaluation of the packaging design and its impact on the ability to quickly don the smoke goggles:








�
�
Any additional comments you wish to make concerning the use or packaging of smoke goggles:








�
�



Please send this form via cc:mail or fax to: Michael Coffey (AFS220) or 202-267-5229 


�
�



