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-----------------------------------------------------------


1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin is for information purposes only, and announces the opening of Hong Kong's new airport �(Chek Lap Kok) and the closing of Hong Kong's Kai Tak airport on July 6, 1998.  Since Kai Tak Airport was considered a special airport in accordance with (IAW) Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR), part 121, section 121.445, it is now appropriate to announce the status IAW section 121.445, of the new Chek Lap Kok airport to all part 121 certificate holders, and principal operations inspectors (POI).





2.  BACKGROUND.   On July 6, 1998, Hong Kong's new airport (Chek Lap Kok) will open; at the same time, Hong Kong's old airport (Kai Tak) will close.  The formal method of providing special airport requirements for all part 121 certificate holders is through advisory circular (AC) 121.445-1D, �Pilot-In-Command (PIC) Qualifications For Special Areas/Routes and Airports. 14 CFR Section 121.445.  Since this AC is in the revision process, this bulletin will act as an extension of the AC.





3.  GUIDANCE.





A.  An evaluation of the new airport (Chek Lap Kok) was performed in March of 1998, and it has been determined that Chek Lap Kok airport is to be added to an appendix in �AC 121.445-1D, as a special qualification airport.  The comments that will be listed for that airport are as follows:





(1)  Mountainous terrain in close proximity; and





(2)  Aircraft performance issues due to high obstacle clearance climb gradients.





B.  Although we feel that special PIC qualifications are required for Chek Lap Kok, we do not feel that the same level of training is necessary as is the case for Kai Tak.  Special consideration and procedures shall be established for the following:





Loss of navigation capability;





Severe reduction of aircraft climb performance due to engine or aircraft system failures; and





(3)  Escape paths for the above situations.





C.  Jeppesen has developed the new pictorial qualification charts and has already distributed the pictorials to the current holders of Kai Tak pictorial qualification charts.  This was accomplished approximately 3 weeks ago and the charts are dated 12 June 98.





4.  DISCUSSION.  A revision to AC 121.445-1D is currently under construction, and the new AC should be published in the federal register prior to November of 1998 for comment.  A bulletin will accompany final issuance of the advisory circular and will announce a new flight standards web site for special airports.  The new web site will have an interactive database, and can be updated by AFS-200 instantly when an airport needs to be added or deleted to the appendix.





A.  The new AC will also have an appendix 2 titled, "Airport Assessment Criteria for Determining Special Airport Designation," which will establish a process to assess whether a particular airport should be designated a special qualification airport.  This will provide an avenue for the users of these airports to relay information regarding the need for pilot awareness of potential safety issues to AFS-200 for evaluation. 





B.  Any individual, (FAA Inspectors, Pilots, Airline officials, Airport management, etc.) can access this appendix either from the AC, or from the web site.  The assessment (appendix 2) can be filled out and faxed or sent electronically to AFS-200.





C.  Attached is a copy of this appendix (in draft form) for your review.  If you have any comments, please send them to James E. Gardner, AFS-220 at James.E.Gardner@FAA.DOT.GOV via Internet.





5.  INQUIRIES.  For questions regarding this bulletin please contact Jim Gardner or Dave Catey at (202) 267-8166.





6.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin will remain in effect until July 31 1999 or its incorporation into AC 121.445 (as revised).











/s/


Tom K. Toula for


Quentin J. Smith, Jr.


Manager, Air Transportation Division
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AIRPORT ASSESMENT CRITERIA TO DETERMINE SPECIAL AIRPORT DESIGNATION  (REF: 14 CFR 121.445)








The following items are to be completed and submitted to FAA Flight Standards, AFS-200, Washington, D.C. for review and action.





Name of Reviewer�
Address�
Phone/Fax/ Internet �
�









�
�
�
�



Airport Name and


ICAO Identifier�
�
�



�
Criteria


(See attached sheets for specific comments regarding the items listed below)�
Pilot Awareness�
Requirement to develop Ops Procedures�
Pilot Training & Qualifi-cation�
�
1.�
Obstructions e.g., man-made and high terrain


Consider engine & Aircraft Systems failures


Consider escape path procedures�
�
�
�
�
2.�
Limited Maneuvering Airspace�
�
�
�
�
3.�
Type of Aircraft:  M/M/S�
�
�
�
�
4.�
Human factors:


     Language/Accents


     Different Measurement Units


     High Workload e.g., Complex Approach, Missed Approach & Departure Procedure


     Optical Illusions�
�
�
�
�
5.�
Limited Airport Information (accuracy/currency)�
�
�
�
�
6.�
Performance  Limitations (other than obstacle limitations)�
�
�
�
�
7.�
Runway Length/Width�
�
�
�
�
8.�
Unique Country Rules-Different than ICAO�
�
�
�
�
9.�
Communication, navigation and Surveillance Anomalies-specific to appr. & departures (Appr. Control Radar or lack of ATC)�
�
�
�
�
10.�
Applicable SFAR�
�
�
�
�
11.�
Controlled or Uncontrolled Airport�
�
�
�
�
12.�
Local Weather Conditions/ Availability of Weather Data�
�
�
�
�
13.�
Loss of Navigational Aids�
�
�
�
�



Recommend Special Airport Designation�
Yes�
No�
�
�



�
�
�
�
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1. Terrain:


Is there high terrain located in the immediate vicinity of the airport?  YES / NO





b.   What is the highest terrain within:





	          5nm of the approach/departure end of the runway? _____________feet/meters





	          10nm of the approach/departure end of the runway? _____________feet/meters





	          15nm of the approach/departure end of the runway? _____________feet/meters





	          20nm of the approach/departure end of the runway? _____________feet/meters





	c.   Other remarks regarding the local terrain:


	      __________________________________________________________________


      __________________________________________________________________


	      __________________________________________________________________


	      __________________________________________________________________





	d.   Attach a copy of a map (topographical) depicting the location of the terrain mentioned above.





2. Obstructions:





	List obstructions located in the approach/departure corridor:





	a.   __________________________________________________________________


	      __________________________________________________________________


	b.   __________________________________________________________________


	      __________________________________________________________________


	c.   __________________________________________________________________


	      __________________________________________________________________
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3. Degree of Complexity in the following: Approach/Missed Approach/Departure Procedures:





a.   Attach a copy of the chart depicting the approach/departure procedure.





	b.   State the degree of complexity of the procedure (terrain/obstacle/other):


	      __________________________________________________________________


	      __________________________________________________________________





	c.   Does the approach have a non-standard descent (greater than 3° glide slope)?   YES / NO





4. Limited Maneuvering Airspace:





	State the limitations to maneuvering airspace (for specific aircraft type-__________):


	      __________________________________________________________________


	      __________________________________________________________________


	      __________________________________________________________________


	      __________________________________________________________________





5. Type of Aircraft being Considered:   (Make/Model/Series)   ____________





6. Human Factors Issues:





	a.   Language/accents   _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________
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	b.   Different Measurement Units   _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________





	c.   Complex Approach Considerations   _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________





7. Limited Airport Information:   _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________





8. Performance Limitations (other than obstacle limitations):   _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________





9. Runway Length/Width:   _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________
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10. Unique Country Rules-Different than ICAO:   _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________





11. Navigation Anomalies-specific to approaches and departures:   _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________





12. Applicable SFAR:   _______________





13. Controlled or Uncontrolled Airport:   _______________





14. Optical Illusions associated with Arrivals and Departures:   _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________





15. Local Weather Conditions/Weather Reporting Capability/Availability:   ________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________
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16. Loss of Navigational Capability: Escape Path Procedures:


      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      _________________________________________________________________


	      ______________________________________________
