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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides information regarding the types of approved Child Restraint Systems (CRS) and the use of these devices in air carrier operations.





2.  BACKGROUND.  While children under the age of two may be held in the arms of adults, the FAA strongly recommends the use of approved CRS.  Questions and comments from passengers, crewmembers, and inspectors have indicated there is a need for clarification of the policies and practices regarding approved CRS and their use.





3.  DISCUSSION. Inspectors should be cognizant of the following information concerning CRS.





  A.  Airlines are encouraged to allow the use of empty seats to accommodate CRS.  However, the airlines are under no obligation to allow unticketed children to occupy empty passenger seats, regardless of whether the child is to be placed in a CRS.





  B.  Air carrier personnel, specifically flight attendants, should be aware of the following items pertaining to CRS: the CRS should have a solid back and seat; have restraint straps installed to securely hold the child to the CRS; should be labeled stating that it has been approved for aviation use; and the CRS should have instructions on the label which must be followed.  (Labels of approval from other countries are allowed and therefore may vary.)





  C.  Motor Vehicle Standard, FMVSS 213, defines booster seats as seats NOT having backs.  Based on this definition, the use of such automotive booster seats are not authorized in air carrier operation.  Unfortunately, some manufacturers market and label their approved aviation child restraint seats as “booster seats,” even though these seats have backs.  Thus, aviation “booster seats” with backs, and labeled “approved for aviation use,” can be used for all phases of flight provided the label instructions are followed.





NOTE:  Children who fit in an automotive booster seat usually can be properly restrained in an airline passenger seat without a CRS.





  D.  Belly Belts and Vest Type devices are not approved for use during take-off, landing, and movement on the surface.  These devices usually attach the child to the accompanying adult and could contribute to injuries when the adult rotates over his/her seat belt during deceleration.  Other such devices tie the child to the passenger seat and since a solid back is not provided, the child may be injured when the back of the aircraft seat back rotates forward.  Although, some foreign airlines have approved the use of “belly belts” and other devices that do not have solid backs and solid seats, they are not approved for take-off, landing or movement on the surface.





  E.  Child restraint systems should be installed in forward facing aircraft seats, and in accordance with instructions on the label.  This includes placing the child restraint in either a forward or aft facing direction in the passenger seat.  The CRS should not be installed in the same row of an emergency exit nor in the row forward or aft of an emergency exit.  A window seat is the preferred location; however, other locations may be acceptable, provided the CRS is not installed between other passengers and the aisle used to evacuate the aircraft.  A responsible adult should occupy a seat next to the child.





4.  ACTION.  Principal operations inspectors should inform their assigned air carriers of the information contained in this bulletin.





5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-203.  Any inquiries regarding this bulletin may be directed to Donell Pollard (202) 267-8166.





6.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin will expire on 04-30-00.











/s/


Gary Davis


  Acting Manager, Air Transportation Division
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