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------------------------------------------------------------


NOTE:  THIS BULLETIN REQUIRES PRTS INPUT.  SEE ITEM #4.


------------------------------------------------------------


1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin addresses Controlled Flight Into Terrain (CFIT) training for pilots in air carrier operations.  It also announces the publication and distribution of a comprehensive training aid developed in a multi-year collaboration between industry and government, entitled “Controlled Flight Into Terrain (CFIT) Education and Training Aid,” referred to herein as the CFIT Training Aid.





2.  BACKGROUND. The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) issued recommendations A-96-93 and A-96-95 after a Boeing 757 accident 33 miles northeast of the Cali (CLO) very high frequency omnidirectional radio range (VOR).  On impact with the ground the aircraft was destroyed. Among the 163 passengers and crew only four persons survived.





  A.  Improved CFIT training.  While the rate of CFIT accidents has been substantially reduced by the installation of ground proximity warning systems (GPWS) on transport category airplanes, not all air carrier airplanes are required to have GPWS.  The cited accident and the persistence of CFIT accidents worldwide demonstrate that pilots need improved training in prevention of CFIT accidents in general, and in performance of the ground proximity escape maneuver in particular.





  B.  CFIT Training Aid distribution.  The Boeing Aircraft Company, Flight Safety Foundation, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) have distributed the “Controlled Flight into Terrain Education and Training Aid” to each of the ICAO member states, to FAA field offices, and to many 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 121 and 135 operators.  





  C.  CFIT Training Aid contents.  The CFIT Training Aid includes an example of a CFIT training program for pilots and an appendix containing the ground proximity escape maneuver recommended for each of the specific airplane makes and models flown by most US air carrier pilots.  Manufacturers include Boeing, Airbus, Douglas, and others.  A generic ground proximity escape maneuver is provided for use in respect to airplanes not shown in the appendix.  In all instances maximum airplane climb performance is an essential element of the escape maneuver. 





  D.  CFIT Training Aid availability.  The CFIT Training Aid is available at the FAA’s public website, Flight Standards Service, Air Carrier Training Home Page.





<http://www.faa.gov/avr/afs/train.htm>


 


3.  ACTION.  Principal operations inspectors (POI’s) should ensure that:





  A.  (Availability) each operator is aware of the availability of the CFIT Training Aid and its usefulness in the operator’s training program;





  B.  (Approved manual) each operator includes in the approved manual used by the operator’s pilots


 


the ground proximity escape maneuver recommended by the manufacturer for the specific airplane flown by the pilot; or,  


the ground proximity escape maneuver contained in documentation developed by the manufacturer, if such documentation already exists, provided that such maneuver effects maximum airplane climb performance; or,  


in instances of airplanes for which the CFIT Training Aid does not include a specific ground proximity escape maneuver, the generic escape maneuver shown in the CFIT Training Aid.





  C.  (Initial and Transition training) each operator’s initial and transition training program provides simulator training in the aircraft-specific ground proximity escape maneuver recommended by the manufacturer as specified in the CFIT Training Aid or in documentation developed by the manufacturer, if such documentation already exists. If no specific maneuver is included in the CFIT Training Aid or in documentation developed by the manufacturer, the POI should ensure that the generic maneuver shown in the CFIT Training Aid is incorporated.





  D.  (Recurrent training) each operator’s recurrent training includes practice in a flight simulator in the ground proximity escape maneuver at least once every 24 months.





  E.  (AQP) for each operator participating in the Advanced Qualification Program (AQP) the knowledge and skill requirements for qualification training in a simulator in the ground proximity escape maneuver, as well as the frequency and interval of AQP continuing qualification training in simulators on that maneuver, shall be determined in accordance with the approved AQP methodology.





4.  PROGRAM TRACKING AND REPORTING SUBSYSTEM (PTRS) INPUT.  POI’s shall make a PTRS entry to record the actions directed by this bulletin with each of their operators.  POI’s shall follow the procedures as outlined in HBAT 94-08, Program Tracking and Reporting Subsystem (PTRS) Documentation of Action Required by Flight Standards Bulletins.  This PTRS entry shall be listed as Activity Code Number 1381; the “national use” field entry should be “FSAT9908.”  POI’s should use the comments section to record comments of interaction with the operators.





5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-210.  Any questions concerning this bulletin should be directed to AFS-210 at (202) 267-3723.





6.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until further notice.











/s/


Gary E. Davis (for)


Quentin J. Smith, Jr.


Manager,


  Air Transportation Division
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