ORDER:			8400.10





APPENDIX:			4





BULLETIN TYPE:		Flight Standards Information Bulletin for Air


Transportation(FSAT)





BULLETIN NUMBER:	FSAT 99-14





BULLETIN TITLE:	Notice of Changes to Permissible Stage 2


Airplane Operations





EFFECTIVE DATE: 	12/29/99





TRACKING NUMBER:	N/A





-----------------------------------------------------------------





1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides notice to principal operations inspectors (POI) on new guidance affecting the operation of Stage 2 airplane operations in the contiguous United States after December 31, 1999.





2.  BACKGROUND.





A.  The Airport Noise and Capacity Act (ANCA) of 1990 prohibits the operation of civil subsonic turbojet Stage 2 airplanes over 75,000 pounds in the contiguous United States after December 31, 1999.  The original law did not distinguish airplanes by type of certification or operation.





B.  On November 29, 1999, the President signed into law certain changes to ANCA that affect operators of Stage 2 airplanes.  These changes distinguish airplanes by type of certification and operation.  The prohibition on revenue operations of Stage 2 airplanes after December 31, 1999, remains in effect.





3.  DISCUSSION.





A.  The changes to ANCA affect the following:





(1)  Experimental Certificates.  Turbojet airplanes over 75,000 pounds that operate under an experimental airworthiness certificate have been excepted from the law.  These airplanes may continue to be flown after December 31, 1999, without further action by the operator or the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).





(2)  Hawaiian Operators.  Certain operators of Stage 2 airplanes in Hawaii are now allowed to bring their Stage 2 airplanes to the contiguous United States for maintenance or major alterations.  The revised statute continues these flights without action by the operator or the FAA.





(3)  Nonrevenue Stage 2 Operations.  The revised law now permits a range of nonrevenue Stage 2 operations to occur after December 31, 1999.  Any operator of a Stage 2 airplane over 75,000 pounds may operate in the contiguous United States for the following purposes:





NOTE:  Nonrevenue is a shorthand term.  Whether you are a commercial or non-commercial operator, Stage 2 operations are restricted to the purposes listed below.  No “dual purpose” flights are allowed.





(a)  To sell, lease or scrap the airplane.





(b)  To obtain modifications to meet Stage 3 requirements.  Operators moving a Stage 2 airplane to a location for Stage 3 modification must provide a copy of the modification contract to the FAA with the application for a special flight authorization.





(c)  To obtain scheduled heavy maintenance or significant modifications. The FAA interprets “scheduled heavy maintenance” to mean a “C” or “D” check;  “significant modifications” are those requiring special knowledge or equipment not readily available elsewhere or are not practicable outside the United States.





(d)  To deliver the airplane to a lessee or return it to a lessor.





(e)  To park or store the airplane.





(f)  To prepare the airplane for any of these events.





B.  Special Flight Authorizations.  The operator of a Stage 2 airplane that wishes to operate in the contiguous United States for any of the purposes listed above may apply to the FAA’s Office of Environment and Energy (AEE) for a special flight authorization.  The applications are due 30 days in advance of the planned flight and must provide the information necessary for the FAA to determine that the planned flight is within the limits prescribed in the law.





(1)  Any Stage 2 airplane that operates for any reason after December 31, 1999, without a special flight authorization is in violation of the law.  Once granted, the special authorization must be carried on board the airplane during the authorized flight.  Similar to other special flight authorizations, only flight crewmembers are permitted on board the airplane during the flight.  Flight authorizations issued by AEE are for the above nonrevenue Stage 2 operations only.  They do not substitute for any other authorization or ferry permit that may be required for airworthiness or other reasons.





(2)  The FAA has developed a form that lists the information that an applicant must supply.  Use of the form is not mandatory; it is intended to simplify the process.  The form is available on the FAA’s web site (http://www.aee.faa.gov/sfa/) or by mail by contacting Mr. Tom Connor, Manager, Noise Division, Office of Environment and Energy, FAA, 800 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20591; telephone (202) 267-8933, fax (202)267-5594.





C.  Conflicting Regulations in Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) Part 91.  The described changes may appear to conflict with various portions of the noise transition regulations currently codified at 14 CFR section 91.801 through section 91.877.  However, the new provisions state that the regulations are to be considered modified where they conflict with the new statute provisions.  The FAA plans to change the regulations through rulemaking within the next year.





4.  ACTION.  Principal operations inspectors should ensure that the information and procedures contained in this bulletin are made available to their assigned air carriers that operate or anticipate the operation of Stage 2 airplanes after December 31, 1999.





5.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until January 31, 2001.





6.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-200.  Inquiries should be directed to Howard Nesbitt, AFS-200, at (202) 267-3521. 











/s/


Angela B. Elgee


  Acting Manager, Air Transportation Division
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