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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides information to aviation safety inspectors (ASI) (airworthiness), regarding the inspection of McDonnell-Douglas MD-80 and DC-9 aircraft floor level evacuation slides.

2.  BACKGROUND.  

  A.  As a result of the accident involving a McDonnell-Douglas MD-80 aircraft, operating as American Airlines, Inc., Flight 1572, which was substantially damaged when it impacted trees in East Granby, Connecticut, while on approach to Bradley International Airport on November 12, 1995, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has issued Safety Recommendations A-96-138 and A-96-139.

  B.  After review, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has agreed to implement these NTSB safety recommendations.  The text of those recommendations is as follows:  

     (1)  A-96-138.  Require all operators to immediately inspect all MD-80 and DC-9 floor level exits to ensure that evacuation slides have been properly rigged.

     (2)  A-96-139.  Require Douglas Aircraft Company to review and amend its MD-80 and DC-9 maintenance manuals so that terminology used in graphics and instructions pertaining to the installation and removal of evacuation slides are clear and consistent.

3.  ACTION.  

  A.  Consistent with the NTSB Safety Recommendation A-96-139, Flight Standards ASI’s, with oversight responsibility for these types of aircraft, shall ensure that each operator’s maintenance manual and/or other work instructions has clear, adequate, and detailed maintenance manual instructions and procedures for rigging and installation of floor level evacuation slides.

  B.  In addition, and consistent with the NTSB Safety Recommendation A-96-138, Flight Standards ASI’s with oversight responsibility for these types of aircraft shall ensure that the operator undertakes action to ensure that each one of its floor level exit evacuation slides is rigged properly.  However, if operator maintenance manual or work instruction errors were not detected during the action taken in response to the maintenance manual review described above, and evidence to the contrary has not presented itself, the particular operator’s evacuation slides should be considered to be rigged properly.

4.  INQUIRIES.  This FSIB was developed by Airworthiness-Air Transportation and Special Projects Branch, AFS-330.  Any questions regarding this FSIB should be directed to AFS-330, at (202) 267-3440.

5.  EXPIRATION.  This FSIB expires on 05-31-01.
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