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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin contains information concerning the need for aviation safety inspectors and designated pilot examiners (DPE) to ensure that applicants for practical tests for pilot certificates and ratings comply with the requirements of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 61, section 61.45, Practical Tests:  Required Aircraft and Equipment.  Failure to ensure full compliance with all applicable requirements of part 61 during pilot training and certification may lead to the issuance of pilot certificates for particular category, class, and type ratings without all the stated training and practical test requirements having been met.


2.  BACKGROUND.  Recently, the General Aviation and Commercial Division, AFS-800, became aware of a recreational pilot certificate issued to an applicant after a practical test in an experimental category amateur-built, flex-wing aircraft with weight-shift controls.  


A.  The General Aviation and Commercial Division’s concern is that the requirements of section 61.45(b) (Required equipment other than controls) and (c) (Required controls) may not have been fulfilled by the unconventional aircraft presented for the practical test.  This aircraft had both unconventional flight controls and/or operating characteristics, as described above.  


B.  The use of this and similar aircraft may preclude the applicant from performing all of the tasks required for the practical test, and any certificate issued as a result of that practical test would have to contain appropriate limitations when deemed appropriate; i.e., as required by section 61.45(b)(2).  In the subject case, no limitations were placed on the certificate nor were any deemed appropriate.


3.  POLICY.  Aviation safety inspectors and DPE are responsible for ensuring that an airman applicant adequately meets all pertinent training and certification requirements of part 61 before issuing the airman a certificate.  It is especially important that, before issuing a certificate, airman applicants acceptably perform all tasks outlined in the appropriate practical test standards for the category and class rating and certificate level sought.  If not, appropriate operating limitations must be placed on the issued certificate.  Guidance in Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Orders 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspectors Handbook, and 8710.3, Designated Examiners Handbook, related to the scope of airman training or certification permitted or prohibited in hang gliders, ultralights, and similar vehicles will be upgraded to reflect advances made in aircraft technology and their authorized use under part 61.


4.  ACTION.  Aviation safety inspectors and DPE are encouraged to emphasize the applicable requirements of section 61.45 during contacts with certificated flight instructors, pilot training organizations, and the aviation community.


5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-840.  Any additional questions regarding this information should be directed to AFS-840 at (202) 267-8196.


6.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin expires one year from the date of issuance or whenever the information referenced in paragraph 3 above is included in FAA Orders 8700.1 and 8710.3, whichever comes first.








/s/


Michael L. Henry� Manager, General Aviation and Commercial Division


