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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides information and guidance to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Flight Standards Regions and Flight Standards District Offices (FSDO) concerning the inappropriateness of FSDO's sponsoring meetings either individually or jointly with other FSDO's solely to permit eligible certificated flight instructors within their jurisdictional areas of responsibility to renew their flight instructor certificates under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 61, section 61.197(a)(2)(iii).


2.  BACKGROUND.  Flight Standards District Offices may hold meetings to increase contact with the flight instructor cadre within a particular FSDO’s jurisdictional area and/or to encourage more open discussion of shared interests between: the FAA, certificated flight instructors, and all airmen who may be engaged in training in the aviation industry.  However, the FAA has recently received complaints from organizations that have been approved by FAA to present approved flight instructor refresher clinics (FIRC)'s for the benefit of the aviation industry.  The complainants believe that FSDO's are conducting clinics for the renewal of valid and unexpired flight instructor certificates in competition with FAA-approved sponsors of flight instructor refresher clinics conducted in accordance with Advisory Circular (AC) 61-83D, Nationally Scheduled �FAA-Approved Industry-Conducted Flight Instructor Refresher Clinics (FIRC).


3.  POLICY.  Flight Standards District Offices sponsoring meetings between FAA and certificated flight instructors shall ensure that such meetings are neither  advertised nor conducted as FAA-approved FIRC’s, in accordance with AC 61-83D.  This is not intended to preclude FSDO's from conducting meetings of various length or number of hours for the benefit of certificated flight instructors who may attend.  Further, certificated flight instructors who attend these meetings are not precluded from submitting applications for the renewal of valid and unexpired flight instructor certificates, if eligible for renewal, in accordance with the applicable provisions of section 61.197.  This policy will help to avoid future complaints that FSDO's are in unfair competition with FAA-approved FIRC's administered by approximately 50 authorized sponsoring entities.


4.  GUIDANCE.  FAA FSDO's will ensure that the above policy is made known to certificated flight instructors with whom they are in contact and FAA-approved FIRC sponsoring organizations who are located within their jurisdictional areas. 


5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-840.  Any questions or comments regarding the information provided should be directed to AFS-840 at (202) 267-8196.


6.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin will expire one year from the effective date.
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