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1.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this bulletin is to provide revisions to Operations Specifications (OpSpecs) B037 (Operations in Central East Pacific (CEP) Airspace) and B038 (Operations in North Pacific (NOPAC) Airspace), to reflect the scheduled implementation of Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (RVSM) and Required Navigation Performance 10 (RNP-10) approval requirements on the CEP and NOPAC route systems.  This information is applicable to all Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 91 operators and part 121, 125, and 135 certificate holders that have been or wish to be authorized to operate on these route systems.  (NOTE:  We have adopted the acronym “CEP” in place of “CEPAC” to be congruent with the term that Air Traffic Control (ATC) is using for the Central East Pacific).





2.  BACKGROUND.





A.  Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (RVSM) is scheduled to be implemented in the Pacific Oceanic Flight Information Regions (FIR) including the NOPAC and CEP Route Systems on February 24, 2000 between flight levels (FL) 290 and 390 (inclusive).  RNP-10 is also scheduled to be implemented on February 24, 2000 on the Central East Pacific (CEP) Route System (the route system between the west coast of the United States and Hawaii).  (RNP-10 was implemented on the NOPAC route system in April 1998.)





B. Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (RVSM) programs enable 1,000-foot vertical separation to be applied between aircraft above FL 290.  Part 91, section 91.706, Operation Within Airspace Designed as RVSM Airspace, and part 91, Appendix G, Operations in RVSM Airspace, provide regulatory policy for RVSM programs.  Joint Flight Standards Handbook Bulletin for Air Transportation (HBAT) 99-11A and General Aviation (HBGA) 99-17A, Approval of Aircraft and Operators for Flight in Airspace Above Flight Level (FL) 290 Where 1,000 Foot Vertical Separation is Applied, provides Flight Standards Service (AFS) policy and procedures for the approval of aircraft and operators for RVSM operations.





C.  Approval of operators and aircraft for RNP-10 enables a �50-nautical mile lateral separation to be applied between aircraft operating in oceanic/remote areas.  Flight Standards Service policy and procedures for approval of aircraft and operators to operate in areas or on routes designated as RNP-10 airspace are contained in FAA Order 8400.12A, Required Navigation Performance 10 (RNP-10) Operational Approval.  Joint AFS HBAW 98-07A, HBAT 98-16A and HBGA 98-03A, Approval of Aircraft and Operators for Flight in Airspace Where Required Navigation Performance 10 (RNP-10) is Applied;  Operations Specifications (OpSpecs), B036 and B038, provides additional guidance to AFS inspectors on the RNP-10 approval process.





D.  The OpSpec providing general authority for RVSM operations is B046, Operations in RVSM Airspace.  The general authority for RNP operations in oceanic/remote areas is B036, Class II Navigation Using Multiple Long-Range Navigation systems.





E.  The revised OpSpecs B037 and B038 do not address requirements as they pertain to specific Flight Levels or routes because Air Traffic Service Providers (ATSP) notify operators of requirements for filing, flight and aircraft navigation equipage requirements on oceanic/remote area routes in aeronautical publications.  Oakland and Anchorage Oceanic Centers publish such information in NOTAMS and the Pacific and Alaska Chart Supplements.  Tokyo Oceanic Center publishes such information in Aeronautical Information Publications (AIP) and NOTAMS.





3.  ACTION.





A.  All operators conducting operations on the CEP and/or NOPAC route systems must be issued the revised OpSpecs B037 and B038 prior to the scheduled February 24, 2000, implementation date.  The principal inspectors should inform their applicable certificate holders that this bulletin contains revised OpSpec paragraphs B037 and B038 and applicable guidance.  The revised OpSpec paragraphs are now available in the Operations Specifications Subsystem (OPSS).  The principal inspectors shall reissue these OpSpec paragraphs in accordance with the appropriate guidance for each authorization.  These are both mandatory OpSpec revisions for CEP and NOPAC authorizations.  Inspectors will also need to review the guidance for RVSM authorization in OpSpec B046 and Class II Navigation authorization in OpSpec B036.





B.  Part 91 operators conducting flights on the NOPAC and CEP Route Systems at Flight Levels where RVSM and/or RNP-10 approval is required must be issued a letter of authorization (LOA) approving such operations prior to the scheduled February 24, 2000 implementation.  The Handbook Bulletins cited in paragraphs 2B and 2C above state that part 91 operators currently holding an LOA authorizing RVSM and/or RNP-10 operations (including North Atlantic RVSM) are not required to be issued a separate LOA for individual areas of operation or route systems where RVSM and/or RNP-10 are implemented.  Also, HBGA 99-22, Letter of Authorization for Special Use Airspace, provides a new format for LOA’s that allows multiple authorities (MNPS, RVSM, RNP-10) to be listed on a single LOA.





4.  INFORMATION.  Samples of OpSpecs B037 and B038 paragraphs are contained in attached Appendixes 1 and 2.





5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-400 for AFS-200.  Any comments concerning the information in this bulletin should be addressed to Roy Grimes, AFS-400 at (202)267-8452.  If you do not have access to the new OPSS and need assistance for a Word boilerplate of these OpSpecs, you may contact Connie Streeter via FAA cc:Mail or via the Internet at connie.streeter@faa.gov.





6.  LOCATION.





A.  This bulletin will remain in effect until incorporated into FAA Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, volume 3, chapter 1, section 4, paragraphs 133 and 135 and volume 4, chapter 1, section 5, paragraph 209.





B.  FAA Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspector’s Handbook volume 2, chapter 76 provides guidance on approval and amendment of OpSpecs for part 125 certificate holders and chapter 222 provides policy/procedures for issuing and renewing LOA’s for part 91 operators.





C.  Until the appropriate handbook paragraphs are updated, each inspector shall make reference to this bulletin in the margin of the pertinent section of the appropriate Handbook.











/s/


L. Nicholas Lacey


Director, Flight Standards Service
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Appendix 1





Sample OpSpec B037.  Operations in Central East Pacific (CEP) Airspace.





The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in Central East Pacific (CEP) airspace (between the State of Hawaii and the 48 contiguous states) provided the provisions of this paragraph are met.  The certificate holder shall not conduct any other operations in this airspace under these operations specifications.





a.  Operations in CEP Airspace Not Designated RNP-10 and/or RVSM.  For all flights in CEP airspace where RNP-10 and/or RVSM approval are not required either of the following conditions must be met:





(1) The operation must be conducted in accordance with the provisions and limitations of B036 subparagraph b, or





(2) The operation must be conducted using a flight navigator and the required navigation equipment specified in paragraph B047a(1),or B047a(2).





b.  Required Navigation Performance (RNP).  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in CEP airspace where RNP-10 approval is required provided that the certificate holder has been issued operations specification paragraph B036, Class II Navigation Using Multiple Long Range Navigation System (LRNS), is authorized RNP�10 (or better), and the certificate holder follows the limitations and provisions of operations specification B036 subparagraphs b, c, and d.





c.  Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (RVSM).  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in CEP airspace where RVSM approval is required provided that the certificate holder has been issued operations specifications paragraph B046, Operations in Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (RVSM) Airspace, and the certificate holder follows the limitations and provisions of operations specification B046 subparagraphs a, b, c, d, and e.





d.  Deviations to RNP-10 and/or RVSM Requirements in CEP Airspace.  The administrator may authorize a certificate holder to deviate from the RNP-10 and/or RVSM requirements in subparagraphs b and c above provided that the requirements of operations specification B036 subparagraphs b and d are met if the deviation relates to RNP�10 and/or the requirements of B046 subparagraph e are met, if the deviation is related to RVSM.
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Sample OpSpec B038.  Operations in North Pacific (NOPAC) Airspace





The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in North Pacific (NOPAC) airspace provided these operations meet the provisions of this paragraph.  The certificate holder shall not conduct any other operation within this area of operation under these operations specifications.





a.  Operations in NOPAC Airspace Not Designated RNP-10 and/or RVSM.  For all flights in NOPAC airspace where RNP-10 and/or RVSM approval are not required, either of the following conditions must be met:





(1) The operation must be conducted in accordance with the provisions and limitations of B036 subparagraph b, or





(2) The operation must be conducted using a flight navigator and the required navigation equipment specified in paragraph B047a(1), or B047a(2).





b.  Authorized Area of Operation.  The NOPAC area of operation authorized by this paragraph lies within the Anchorage and Tokyo FIRs.  The southern lateral boundary of this area is 100 nm south of the southernmost NOPAC airspace route.  The northern lateral boundary is the northern boundaries of the Anchorage and Tokyo FIRs.  The vertical boundaries include the airspace between the MEA and the MAA.





c.  Required Navigation Performance (RNP) Requirements.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in NOPAC airspace where RNP-10 approval is required provided that the certificate holder has been issued operations specification paragraph B036, Class II Navigation Using Multiple Long Range Navigation Systems (LRNS); is authorized RNP-10 (or better), and the certificate holder follows the limitations and provisions of operations specification B036 subparagraphs b, c, and d.





d.  Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (RVSM).   The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations in NOPAC airspace where RVSM approval is required provided that the certificate holder has been issued operations specifications paragraph B046, Operations in Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (RVSM) Airspace, and the certificate holder follows the limitations and provisions of operations specifications B046 subparagraphs a, b, c, d, and e.





e.  Deviations to RNP-10 and/or RVSM Requirements in NOPAC Airspace.  The administrator may authorize a certificate holder to deviate from the RNP-10 and/or RVSM requirements in 
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subparagraphs c and d above provided that the requirements of operations specification B036 subparagraphs b and d are met if the deviation relates to RNP�10 and/or the requirements of operations specification B046 subparagraph e are met if the deviation relates to RVSM.








�PAGE  �6�








�PAGE  �1








M/M�
ATA Code�
14 CFR�
PTRS�
�
N/A�
N/A�
91/121/125/135�
N/A�
�












