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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides Office of the Secretary of Transportation (OST) and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) guidance concerning the incorporation of code-share audit programs into air carrier manuals and the currency of those audit programs.  This guidance applies to operations inspectors who have certificate management oversight responsibility for Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 121 air carriers who are seeking or maintaining a code-share relationship with a foreign air carrier.





2.  BACKGROUND.





A.  On February 29, 2000, the Department of Transportation (DOT), OST, and FAA jointly issued Code-share Safety Program Guidelines (see http://ostpxweb.dot.gov/aviation/intav/codeshr.pdf) which describe one method for U.S. air carriers to address the level of safety of the U.S. code-share passenger services provided by their foreign air carrier partners through periodic on-site safety audits.





B.  The Code-share Safety Program Guidelines describe the elements of a code-share audit program and the process for review and acceptance of a U.S. air carrier’s audit program by FAA and OST.  Upon completion of the review and a determination by both FAA and OST that the audit program is acceptable, DOT will issue a letter to the U.S. air carrier stating that the audit program is acceptable.  It is OST and FAA policy that the U.S. air carrier should then incorporate the accepted audit program into the manual required by 14 CFR part 121, section 121.133.





NOTE:  FAA review and acceptance of audit programs will be conducted by the Flight Standards International Liaison Staff (AFS-50).





3.  ACTION.





A.  Each Principal Operations Inspector (POI) shall ensure that the accepted audit program of his/her air carrier is incorporated into the manual required by section 121.133 and that the date of its incorporation is recorded in the Program Tracking and Reporting Subsystem (PTRS).





B.  Following the date of incorporation of the audit program into the carrier’s manual, each POI shall ensure that the accepted audit program is reviewed for currency at least once during each 12 calendar month period thereafter.  If the audit program is determined to be current, enter the date the review was completed in the PTRS.  If the audit program is not current, the POI should provide the necessary follow-up actions to ensure currency and enter the date of the revision to the manual required by section 121.133 making it current.





4.  PROGRAM TRACKING AND REPORTING SUBSYTEM (PTRS) INPUT.  The following actions are required for recording these certificate management activities into PTRS:





A.  Each POI shall use PTRS activity code 1302 to record the initial incorporation of the code-share audit program into the air carrier’s manual(s).  The HBB number (HBAT0012) shall be entered into the National Use field.





B.  Upon completion of the annual review for currency of the air carrier’s audit program, the POI shall enter PTRS activity number 1303 into PTRS.  The HBB number (HBAT0012) shall be entered into the National Use field.





5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-200.  Any questions regarding the guidance in this bulletin should be directed to AFS-200 at (202) 267-8166.





6.  LOCATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until incorporated into FAA Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, volume 3, chapter 15, section 3.  Until this bulletin is incorporated into the handbook, inspectors should make reference to this bulletin in the appropriate margin of their handbook.











/s/


Gregory L. Michael


Manager, Air Transportation Division
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