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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin clarifies requirements of Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, volume 3, “Air Operator Technical Administration,” chapter 9, “Proving and Validation Tests,” section 5, “Proving Tests:  The Demonstration Phase,” paragraph 1625(A), “Conduct of En Route Flights, Inspection Team Composition.”

2.  BACKGROUND.

A.  Paragraph 1625(A) stipulates that when proving tests are being observed and evaluated in flight by an onboard team of FAA inspectors, the onboard team of FAA inspectors must include a qualified operations inspector (as defined in the attachment) on the specific aircraft type.

B.  All proving test en route flight onboard teams will comply with this requirement.

3.  DISCUSSION.  

A.  Proving test en route flights are conducted in accordance with Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) 

part 91, and meet the safety standards of those regulations.  For all in-flight scenarios conducted during proving flights, a qualified operations inspector must be present in the aircraft.  

(1)  If the proving test en route flight includes in-flight scenarios, then the requirement of paragraph 1625(A) must be satisfied.

(2)  For flights that do not include in-flight scenarios, a qualified operations inspector does not need to be onboard the aircraft.  For such flights, paragraph 1625(A) is not applicable.

B.  All aviation safety inspectors (ASI) may travel on a proving test en route flight to a ground facility where the observation and evaluation will occur.  For example, a cabin safety inspector, dispatch, operations, airworthiness, or avionics inspector may travel to one of the air carrier’s ground facilities on a portion of a proving test en route flight -- without a qualified operations inspector onboard the aircraft -- provided no in-flight scenarios are being observed or evaluated.  In this case, the requirements of paragraph 1625(A) do not need to be met because ASIs are not on board to observe or evaluate the flight.  Rather, they are using the flight for transportation to the air carrier’s ground facilities where the observation and evaluation will occur.

4.  LOCATION.  The information in this bulletin will be incorporated into Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 9, section 5, paragraph 1625(A).

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Air Carrier Operations Branch, AFS-220.  Any questions regarding guidance in this bulletin should be directed to AFS-220 at (202) 267-5488.

Matthew Schack

Manager, Air Transportation Division

ATTACHMENT

To be incorporated into Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 9, section 5, paragraph 1625(A).
(1)  Definitions.

· Proving Flights:  A qualified operations inspector is an inspector who, in order of preference, is:

· Aircraft type rated and current, or

· Aircraft type rated and not current, or

· An aviation safety inspector – operations (ASI), type rated in an aircraft within the same group (group I or II) being used in the proving flight and in possession of a “Best Qualified” Letter of Authorization (LOA)

· Validation Flights:  A qualified operations inspector is an inspector who, in order of preference, is:
· Aircraft type rated and current, or

· Aircraft type rated and not current, or

· Aircraft group qualified, or

· An ASI in possession of a “Best Qualified” LOA

NOTE:  For validation testing (with the exception of FAA navigation specialists conducting a navigation validation test), the qualified operations inspector must be familiar with the testing being conducted.  For extended-range operations with two-engine airplanes (ETOPS) validation flights, the qualified operations inspector should be type rated (not necessarily current) in the specific aircraft, or type rated in another two-engine ETOPS-approved aircraft, and be thoroughly familiar with the ETOPS requirements.

(2)  For ALL IN-FLIGHT SCENARIOS conducted during proving flights, a qualified operations inspector must be present in the aircraft.  For flights involving repositioning of inspectors for proving or validation “ground” scenarios (i.e., flights that do not include in-flight scenarios), a qualified operations inspector does not need to be onboard the aircraft, provided the flightcrew is type rated, current, and has completed all training requirements, as applicable for the type of operation.  Such flights are considered incidental to the proving/validation tests and considered advantageous to both the FAA and operator.
(3)  If a qualified operations inspector is not available within the certificate management office (CMO) or Flight Standards District Office (FSDO), the office manager will request assistance in locating a qualified operations inspector from the Regional Flight Standards Division (RFSD).  The RFSD will first try to locate a qualified operations inspector within its region, and, if necessary, look outside its region.  The Flight Activity and Crew Tracking System (FACTS) database can be a useful tool in locating such inspectors.  The RFSD may also request the assistance of the Flight Standards Inspector Resource Program (FSIRP) office in obtaining a qualified operations inspector.  If the FSIRP office determines that the FAA does not have any qualified operations inspectors who are type rated and current or type rated and non-current, then the FSIRP may issue a “Best Qualified” LOA for an operations inspector, current on a similar type aircraft within the same group, and valid for a period of time sufficient to complete the operator’s proving test. 

NOTE:  All LOAs must be initiated by the RFSD, be approved by the FSIRP office, and electronically forwarded to the inspector through the Air Carrier Operations Branch, AFS-220.  This can be accomplished by electronically carbon copying AFS-220 when sending the LOA to the inspector.

(4)  For unique situations in which an operator must conduct proving flights in an aircraft with only one jump seat and no passenger seats (e.g., cargo configured aircraft), the qualified operations inspector must conduct all in-flight scenarios.  The principal operations inspector (POI) should thoroughly review the operator’s proving test plan to determine that all FAA disciplines have the opportunity to conduct sufficient testing.  Other forms of testing can be accomplished by table-top demonstrations and pre-/post-flight scenarios.  Any other unique proving flight situations may require a waiver and such requests should be forwarded to the RFSD for concurrence and further forwarded to the Air Transportation Division, AFS-200, for approval.

(5)  All FAA participants conducting the proving test must review the carrier’s operation, operations manual, and the proving test plan in order to report deficiencies in any of these areas.  It is desirable to have the POI included as part of the in-flight proving test team; but on space-limited flights where the POI is not the qualified operations inspector, the qualified operations inspector should have seating priority in order to facilitate the in-flight scenarios.

(6)  Once the qualified operations inspector has completed the in-flight scenarios associated with proving flights, the avionics and maintenance inspector should have an opportunity to observe normal flight deck operations from the flight deck jump seat.  When an avionics or maintenance inspector is occupying a flight deck jump seat, no in-flight scenarios will be conducted.  The additional inspector observations should be planned so additional flight segments are not required of the operator.
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