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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides for the revision of Operations Specifications (OpSpec) A013 for Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 121 certificate holders.  It also adds OpSpec A013 for 14 CFR part 135 certificate holders and part 91 subpart K Program Managers.  This bulletin updates the guidance for conducting extended over-water operations without certain emergency equipment associated with (OpSpec) A013, Operations Without Certain Emergency Equipment, in Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, volume 3, chapter 1, section 3.  This guidance applies to all principal operations inspectors (POI) responsible for certificate holders, program managers, and operators conducting airplane operations under parts 121, 135, and 91, subpart K.

2.  BACKGROUND.  Recent changes to 14 CFR part 135, section 135.167(a)(2) and part 91, section 91.509(b)(2) – (5) provide for deviations to certain emergency equipment in extended overwater operations.

2.  ACTION.  Principal operations inspectors (POI) should use the guidance in Appendix 1 and should bring the contents of this bulletin and appendices to the attention of their air carriers or program managers when issuing OpSpec A013.  In addition, POIs should review existing OpSpec A013 deviations for conformance with this guidance.

A.  Appendix 1 contains the complete guidance for issuing OpSpec A013.

B.  Appendix 2 contains samples of OpSpec A013.

3.  LOCATION.  The contents of appendix 1 will be incorporated into Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 1, section 3, “Operations Specifications Part A—General.” OpSpec A013 will be incorporated into the automated operations specifications subsystem (OPSS).

4.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Program Management Branch, AFS-260.  Questions or comments should be directed to AFS-260 at (202) 267-3232.

Matthew Schack

Manager, Air Transportation Division

ATTACHMENTS
Appendix 1

8400.10, Volume 3, Chapter 1, Section 3.

OpSpec A013 - OPERATIONS WITHOUT CERTAIN EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT.  

A.  OpSpecs A013 and A005 provide the method for approving deviations from the requirements for certain emergency equipment for extended over-water operations.  

(1)  Authorization for issuance requires the concurrence of the POI, the appropriate region, and the Air Transportation Division, AFS-200.

(2)  Approval is indicated by listing in OpSpec A013 the make and model of the aircraft and the routes and/or areas to which the deviation applies.  

B.  Applicability of OpSpec A013 and associated deviations.

(1)  Part 121 certificate holders may apply for a deviation from Section 121.339 to permit extended overwater operations without carrying certain emergency ditching equipment.  

(2)  Part 135 certificate holders may apply for a deviation from section 135.167 to permit extended overwater operations without carrying certain emergency ditching equipment.  

(3)  Part 91, subpart K Fractional Ownership Program Managers may apply for a deviation from section 91.509 to permit extended overwater operations without carrying certain emergency ditching equipment.

(4)  If the FAA grants a deviation and issues OpSpec A013:

(a)  Part 121 certificate holders must list section 121.339(a)(2), (3), and (4) in OpSpecs A005 with the reference to OpSpec A013.  

(b)  Part 135 certificate holders must list section 135.167(a)(2) in OpSpec paragraph A005 with the reference to A013.

(c)  Part 91, subpart K, Fractional Ownership Program Managers must list section 91.509(b)(2)(5) in OpSpec paragraphA005 with the reference to A013.

(5)  It is FAA policy that deviations from the requirement to carry life preservers (section 121.339(a)(1)), section 135.167 (a)(1), or section 91.509(b)(1), as applicable, shall not be approved.  

(6)  Deviations from the requirements for carrying life rafts and the life raft’s required attached equipment may be approved.  There is no individual deviation provision or requirement for a deviation for the following required items:

· survival kits (Sections 121.339(c)), 135.167(c), and 91.509(e), as applicable)

· pyrotechnic signaling devices (Sections 121.339(a)(3), 135.167(b), and 91.509(b)(3), as applicable), and

· emergency locator transmitters (Sections 121.339(a)(4), 135.167(b), and 91.509(b)(3), as applicable)

(7)  The area of operation permitted is defined by the following description and excludes all the NAT/MNPS airspace:

· Beginning at 44 degrees 47’20” N/67 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 39 degrees 00’00” N/67 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 38 degrees 30’00” N/69 degrees 20’00” W.

· Hence to 38 degrees 00’00” N/60 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 27 degrees 00’00” N/60 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 27 degrees 00’00” N/58 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 07 degrees 46’00” N/58 degrees 00’00” W.

· Then northwestward along the adjacent coastline of South America, the eastern coastline of Central America, the eastern coastline of Mexico, and the southern and eastern coastlines of the United States to the beginning point.

C.  The operator must submit an application with supporting documentation for the deviation request with at least the following information in regard to the conditions that must be met for the approval:

(1)  Aircraft operational capabilities concerning a diversion due to an engine failure.  This information must include drift-down profiles, single engine cruise performance for two and three engine aircraft, and two engine cruise performance for four engine aircraft.

(2)  The areas of en route operation and/or routes over which provisions of the deviation will apply including proposed minimum en route altitudes and airports which could be used if a diversion is necessary.  The A013 authorization contains a limitation that inflight operations must not exceed 162 nautical miles from a shoreline at any time.

(3)  Navigation and communication equipment requirements and capabilities for normal flight conditions and for engine inoperative flight conditions in the proposed areas of en route operation.

(4)  Existing and/or proposed procedures for diversion contingency planning and training curriculums for flight and cabin crewmembers concerning ditching without life rafts.  

(5)  A description of search and rescue facilities and capabilities for the proposed areas of en route operations.

D.  The POI in coordination with the PMI and PAI must evaluate and substantiate submitted information.  If a POI does not concur with the operator’s proposal, he or she will forward a letter to the operator denying the application for a deviation with an explanation of the reasons for denial.  If a POI concurs that the deviations should be approved, he or she will prepare and forward a recommendation along with the operator’s application and supporting information to AFS-200 through the Regional Flight Standards Division.

E.  AFS-200 will review the application, the supporting information, and the POI’s recommendation.  If AFS-200 does not concur with the POI’s recommendation, AFS-200 will forward a letter to the POI with a copy to the region indicating nonconcurrence with an explanation of the reasons.  If AFS-200 agrees with the POI’s recommendation, AFS-200 will advise the POI by letter of the concurrence.  With AFS-200 concurrence the POI may approve the deviation by issuing A013 and A005.

Appendix 2

Sample OpSpecs A013

Part 121 Certificate holders:

a.  The certificate holder is authorized, under a deviation as provided in 14 CFR Section 121.339(a), to conduct extended overwater turbojet-powered airplane operations in accordance with the limitations and provisions of this operations specification.  

b.  The certificate holder shall not conduct any other extended overwater operations under this deviation authority. 

c.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct these extended overwater en route operations without the emergency equipment required by Section 121.339(a)(2), (3), and (4):

(1) over the specific routes listed in Table 1 below, and 

(2) using the airplanes listed in Table 1 below.  

TABLE 1

	AUTHORIZED AIRPLANES

MAKE/MODEL
	AUTHORIZED ROUTES OR AREAS OF EN ROUTE OPERATION FOR THIS DEVIATION

	TABL01
	TABL02


d.  The certificate holder shall not conduct any operations under this deviation authority unless the following additional conditions and limitations are met:

1.  Inflight cruise minimum en route altitudes are at FL250 or higher.

2.  Inflight operations do not exceed 162 nautical miles from a shoreline at any time.

3.  Crewmember training programs and procedures for ditching and diversion contingency planning remain equivalent to or better than those existing as of the effective date of this deviation authority.

e.  The area of operation permitted is defined by the following description and excludes all the NAT/MNPS airspace:

· Beginning at 44 degrees 47’20” N/67 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 39 degrees 00’00” N/67 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 38 degrees 30’00” N/69 degrees 20’00” W.

· Hence to 38 degrees 00’00” N/60 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 27 degrees 00’00” N/60 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 27 degrees 00’00” N/58 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 07 degrees 46’00” N/58 degrees 00’00” W.

· Then northwestward along the adjacent coastline of South America, the eastern coastline of Central America, the eastern coastline of Mexico, and the southern and eastern coastlines of the United States to the beginning point.

TEXT99
Part 135 certificate holders

The certificate holder is authorized, under a deviation as provided in 14 CFR Section 135.167(a), to conduct extended overwater turbojet-powered airplane operations in accordance with the limitations and provisions of this operations specification.  

b.  The certificate holder shall not conduct any other extended overwater operations under this deviation authority. 

c.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct these extended overwater en route operations without the emergency equipment required by Section 135.167(a)(2):

(1) over the specific routes listed in Table 1 below, and 

(2) using the airplanes listed in Table 1 below.  

TABLE 1

	AUTHORIZED AIRPLANES

MAKE/MODEL
	AUTHORIZED ROUTES OR AREAS OF EN ROUTE OPERATION FOR THIS DEVIATION

	TABL01
	TABL02


d.  The certificate holder shall not conduct any operations under this deviation authority unless the following additional conditions and limitations are met:

1.  Inflight cruise minimum en route altitudes are at FL250 or higher.

2.  Inflight operations do not exceed 162 nautical miles from a shoreline at any time.

3.  Crewmember training programs and procedures for ditching and diversion contingency planning remain equivalent to or better than those existing as of the effective date of this deviation authority.

e.  The area of operation permitted is defined by the following description and excludes all the NAT/MNPS airspace:

· Beginning at 44 degrees 47’20” N/67 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 39 degrees 00’00” N/67 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 38 degrees 30’00” N/69 degrees 20’00” W.

· Hence to 38 degrees 00’00” N/60 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 27 degrees 00’00” N/60 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 27 degrees 00’00” N/58 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 07 degrees 46’00” N/58 degrees 00’00” W.

· Then northwestward along the adjacent coastline of South America, the eastern coastline of Central America, the eastern coastline of Mexico, and the southern and eastern coastlines of the United States to the beginning point.

TEXT99
Part 91K Program Managers

a.  The certificate holder is authorized, under a deviation as provided in 14 CFR Section 91.509(c), to conduct extended overwater turbojet-powered airplane operations in accordance with the limitations and provisions of this operations specification.  

b.  The certificate holder shall not conduct any other extended overwater operations under this deviation authority. 

c.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct these extended overwater en route operations without the emergency equipment required by Section 91.509(b)(2)-(5):

(1) over the specific routes listed in Table 1 below, and 

(2) using the airplanes listed in Table 1 below.  

TABLE 1

	AUTHORIZED AIRPLANES

MAKE/MODEL
	AUTHORIZED ROUTES OR AREAS OF EN ROUTE OPERATION FOR THIS DEVIATION

	TABL01
	TABL02


d.  The program manager shall not conduct any operations under this deviation authority unless the following conditions and limitations are met:

1.  Inflight cruise minimum en route altitudes are at FL250 or higher.

2.  Inflight operations do not exceed 162 nautical miles from a shoreline at any time.

3.  Crewmember training programs and procedures for ditching and diversion contingency planning remain equivalent to or better than those existing as of the effective date of this deviation authority.  

e.  The area of operation permitted is defined by the following description and excludes all the NAT/MNPS airspace:

· Beginning at 44 degrees 47’20” N/67 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 39 degrees 00’00” N/67 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 38 degrees 30’00” N/69 degrees 20’00” W.

· Hence to 38 degrees 00’00” N/60 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 27 degrees 00’00” N/60 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 27 degrees 00’00” N/58 degrees 00’00” W.

· Hence to 07 degrees 46’00” N/58 degrees 00’00” W.

· Then northwestward along the adjacent coastline of South America, the eastern coastline of Central America, the eastern coastline of Mexico, and the southern and eastern coastlines of the United States to the beginning point.

TEXT99
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