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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides guidance for aviation safety inspectors, air carrier dispatchers, and air carrier operators regarding a special emphasis on the risk of runway incursions at airports with operations on parallel runways that are spaced 1,000 feet or less apart.

2.  ACTION.

A.  Be aware.  Aviation safety inspectors should be aware of the special risk of runway incursions at airports with parallel runways spaced 1,000 feet or less apart.

B.  Convey information to the operator.  Each principal operations inspector (POI) should convey the information contained in this bulletin to the director of safety of each part 121 operator, the director of operations of each part 135 operator, or the program manager of each 91-K fractional ownership program for which the inspector has oversight responsibility.  This information may be conveyed by hard copy or by referring the respective operator’s representative to the following FAA public Web site: http://www.faa.gov/avr/afs/hbat/hbatl.htm
3.  PROGRAM TRACKING AND REPORTING SUBSYSTEM (PTRS).  Document the conveyance of this notice to each affected operator.

A.  Use PTRS code 1030, Convey Non-Reg. Info.

B.  Enter “HBAT0407” (without quotes) in the “National Use” field.

C.  Once the above information has been conveyed to the air carrier, close out the PTRS.

4.  LOCATION.  Attachment 1 of this bulletin includes the handbook pages (indicated by a change bar) that will be incorporated into Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, volume 3, chapter 6, section 2, paragraph 1185D, Dispatch Release - Additional Information and Conditions.  Attachment 2 is a graph named “U.S. Pilot Deviations by Distance Between Parallel Runways,” and will not be incorporated into 

Order 8400.10. 

5.  INQUIRIES.  The bulletin was developed by the Air Carrier Operations Branch, AFS-220.  Questions concerning this bulletin should be directed to AFS-220 at (202) 267-3749.

/S/ Tom Toula (for)

Matthew Schack

Manager, Air Transportation Division

ATTACHMENTS

Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, volume 3, chapter 6, section 2, paragraph 1185D
D.  Parallel Runways.  Parallel runways of 1,000 feet or less separation present a special challenge to runway safety.  The Volpe Center has been analyzing runway incursions at the 35 busiest airports for the Office of Runway Safety.  This analysis revealed that a disproportionate number of pilot deviations occur on parallel runways with separation of 1,000 feet or less.  In a 2-year period (FY2000-2001), 53 percent of the pilot deviations involving parallel runways occurred on 33 percent of the parallel runways that are separated by 1,000 feet or less.  Use of “high speed” runway turnoffs with closely spaced parallel runways may be particularly problematic.  A typical situation involves a pilot who is instructed to “hold short” of the parallel runway after landing and exiting off a high-speed runway turnoff.  The pilot reads back the “hold short” instruction correctly, but then fails to comply.  The speed at which the aircraft is traveling and the reduced distance between runways combine to create a situation that increases the probability of a pilot crossing the hold short lines and/or entering the adjacent runway.  It is recommended that:

  (1)  Air carriers identify all airports where they operate that have parallel runways spaced 1,000 feet or less apart;

  (2)  Flightcrews be informed of the increased risk of a runway incursion at those particular airports; and,

  (3)  A statement be included in the dispatch release warning pilots of the increased risk of a runway incursion when dispatched to one of the airports identified by the air carrier.

E. Dispatch Release Time Limits.  When an aircraft is released for a series of domestic flights, the aircraft may only remain on the ground for 1 hour at the intermediate stop. If the ground time exceeds 1 hour, a new dispatch release is required regardless of the scheduled ground time.

F. Destination.  An aircraft dispatcher may designate any airport that is listed in paragraph C70 of the OpSpecs for the type of aircraft, as the destination for the purpose of the original dispatch. The distinctions between regular, alternate, refueling, and provisional airports have become operationally insignificant since deregulation. Until Part 119 is published, the terms will not be removed from Part 121 or the OpSpecs. When a flight is dispatched to or from a refueling, alternate, or provisional airport, the requirements applicable to dispatch from regular airports apply.

G.  Airports Not Listed in Paragraph C70 of the OpSpecs.  An aircraft dispatcher may not release a flight from an airport that is not listed in paragraph C70 of the OpSpecs, unless the following criteria are met:

(1)  The airport and related facilities are adequate for the operation of the airplane.

(2)  The operation is in compliance with the limitations of the flight manual and OpSpecs.

(3)  The airplane has been dispatched according to those rules applicable to dispatch from an approved airport.

(4)  The weather conditions for takeoff are equal to or exceed that prescribed in Part 97. Where minimums are not prescribed for the airport, one of the following is required: a ceiling of 800 feet and 2 miles visibility, a ceiling of 900 feet and 1 and 1/2 miles visibility, or a ceiling of 1,000 feet and 1 mile visibility.
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U.S. Pilot Deviations by Distance Between Parallel Runways (Source: FY 2000-2001 U.S. Study)







Distance between parallel runways (m/ft)

> 1500

1001 - 1500

700 - 1000

Number of PDs

30

20

10

0



4

5

2

6

6

2

6

3

213 - 305

306 - 457

> 457

meters

feet









Severity

D

C

B

A


























