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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides guidance to principal operations inspectors (POI) for issuance of a new OpSpecs paragraph subsequent to the withdrawal of OpSpecs paragraph B33 as announced in �HBAT 98-07.  This applies to Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 121 certificate holders who are authorized to conduct en route Visual Flight Rules using reciprocating or turbopropeller-powered airplanes.





2.  BACKGROUND.  





  A.  The Flight Standards Service, Air Transportation Division, �AFS-200 is in the process of reviewing and updating the current OpSpecs in preparation for integrating them into a new automated system.  The review includes updating any policy changes, the current airspace language, and any 14 CFR sections that may have changed due to 14 CFR part 119 implementation.  As new paragraphs are developed or amended, further information will be provided to the field inspectors.





  B.  Originally on April 15, 1991, B33 entitled, “Flight Rules, Limitations and Provisions,” was disseminated.  Subparagraph d. of B33 authorized part 121 VFR operations for propeller-driven aircraft.  On March 18, 1997, B33 was revised to B033, separating out subparagraph d., revising it to a new stand alone OpSpec, B051, “Part 121 En Route Visual Flight Rules, Limitations, and Provisions.”  B051 was disseminated to select groups on a test basis for the part 119 transition.  





  C.  HBAT 98-07 officiated the replacement to B33/B033 with a new OpSpecs paragraph C077.  Consequently B051 has officially replaced B33d.  If the certificate holder was issued authorization for �part 121 VFR en route operations for propeller-driven aircraft under B33d, or was in the test group for B051, the new revised paragraph B051 must be issued.  





3.  GUIDANCE FOR DEVIATION OR NONSTANDARD OPSPECS REQUESTS.  


The standard cruising altitudes prescribed in B051, subparagraph a.(3), may not always support VFR altitudes on certain routes.  An example of this may be when there are recommended lower altitudes (other than listed in B051) on standard routes for part 91 operations published in local airport or state directories.  Section 121.657(a) allows the Administrator to prescribe other minimums for any route or part of a route where he finds that the safe conduct of the flight requires other altitudes.  If the certificate holder is able to show that it is just as safe to fly at lower altitudes after considering the character of the terrain, the quality and quantity of meteorological services, the navigational facilities available, and other flight conditions, they may apply for a nonstandard OpSpec prescribing VFR routes and procedures for specific operations.  The procedures to apply for a nonstandard OpSpec are described below.





  A.  Any nonstandard OpSpecs requests must be submitted by the certificate holder to the POI.  It must contain enough information to support the request, such as a statement of why the certificate holder cannot comply with the specific subparagraph; the airports and routes specific to the operation; the comparable level of safety; pertinent navigational equipment; the type of aircraft; company procedures that ensure the safety of flight; and any other supporting documentation.  Further, the request must include a copy of OpSpec paragraph B051 with the proposed nonstandard language inserted appropriately at the end of the OpSpec.





CAUTION:  Do not change or add anything to the language, format, or numbering of the standard OpSpec.  All nonstandard language must be added after the standard paragraph.





  B.  The nonstandard OpSpec must be processed in accordance with guidance addressed in HBAT 98-06, Procedures for Request of Nonstandard Operations Specifications (OpSpecs).  With AFS-200 concurrence, the POI may issue the nonstandard OpSpec.





4.  ACTION.  B051 is an optional paragraph issued to part 121 operators who conduct VFR en route propeller driven operations.  POIs will bring the revised OpSpec paragraph and this bulletin to the attention of the certificate holder and will issue B051, if authorized, according to the guidance above.  If the certificate holder was previously issued B033d or B051, the POI must amend the OpSpecs in accordance with section 119.51(b), by withdrawing that paragraph.





  A.  Since we are in transition from the “old” to the new automated OPSS, an electronic “boiler plate” of this OpSpec is available in Microsoft Word from your regional representatives.





  B.  B33 in the old system is now invalid, but will not be withdrawn from that system.  POIs should white out the old B33 in the table of contents and manually type in "reserved."  Then go to the table of contents in Section "B" and type the new paragraph number, title and control date.  The newly revised B051 is now in the new OPSS for all beta test sites. 





5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Program Management Branch, AFS-260.  Questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to Donna Frost-Swank (202)267-7579.  Any questions regarding the use of the attached boilerplates should be directed to Connie Streeter (202)267-3232.





6.  LOCATION.  This bulletin will expire when it is incorporated into Volume 3, Chapter 1, Section 4 of FAA Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook.  Until this handbook is updated, inspectors should make a note of this bulletin in the margin of the affected chapter.











/s/ 


Gary E. Davis for


Quentin J. Smith, Jr.


Manager,


  Air Transportation Division





ATTACHMENT





�
*************************************************************************************


SAMPLE OPERATIONS SPECIFICATION 





B051  Part 121 En Route Visual Flight Rules, Limitations, and Provisions�
�






Except as provided in this paragraph, Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations ( 14 CFR) Part 93, SFAR 50-2, SFAR 71, paragraph C077, and paragraph B052 when issued, the certificate holder shall operate all flights, conducted under the provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) Part 121, within the areas listed in paragraph B050 of these operations specifications in accordance with instrument flight rules (IFR).





a.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct en route Class I and Class II navigation operations under Part 121 in accordance with Visual Flight Rules (VFR), provided the aircraft used are reciprocating or turbopropeller-powered airplanes.  The certificate holder shall conduct these VFR Class I or Class II navigation operations in accordance with the provisions and limitations of this subparagraph. Notwithstanding paragraph B052 when issued, the certificate holder shall not conduct any other Part 121 en route operations under VFR.  





(1) All operations authorized by this subparagraph shall be conducted in accordance with the requirements of Part 121 applicable to domestic, flag, or supplemental operations when not specifically addressed by these operations specifications.





(2) Operations shall not be conducted under this authorization unless both the pilot-in-command and second-in-command have satisfactorily completed an approved training program for VFR station-referenced Class I or Class II navigation as approved.





(3) All cruising operations en route must be conducted at flight altitudes of at least 3,000 feet above the surface and less than 18,000 feet MSL.  The VFR cruising altitudes in Section 91.159(a) shall be used, unless otherwise directed by ATC.





(4) The pilot-in-command must operate the flight in areas and at flight altitudes which permit VFR station-referenced Class I navigation or Class II navigation utilizing an approved navigational system.  When conducting these operations, the pilot-in-command must monitor the appropriate ATC frequencies when available, and operate the flight in accordance with VFR station-referenced navigation requirements.





(5) Unless an IFR clearance is obtained en route, the pilot-in-command must operate the flight with the VFR weather minimums of three statute miles flight visibility and maintain a distance from clouds of 500 feet below, 1,000 feet above, and 2,000 feet horizontal or, those prescribed in Section 91.155 whichever are higher.





(6) The flight shall not be dispatched unless the ceiling and visibility specified in the weather reports, forecasts, or any combination thereof, show that the flight can be conducted in accordance with subparagraphs (3), (4), and (5) above.





(7) The flight shall not be dispatched, unless the appropriate navigation equipment is installed and operational.
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