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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin contains information and guidance for principal operations inspectors (POI), and their assigned air carrier certificate holders, regarding the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recommendation A-98-21.  The NTSB recommendation requires that all part 121 and 135 operators review and revise their company operations manuals to clearly define flight crewmembers duties and responsibilities for preflight and post-flight maintenance irregularity or discrepancy away from non-maintenance stations.





2.  BACKGROUND.  The NTSB investigated an accident of an uncontained engine failure during takeoff, which resulted in two fatalities.  The NTSB concluded that a contributing cause to the accident was the operator's lack of definitive operational procedures to ensure that flightcrews have adequate guidance about what constitutes a maintenance irregularity or discrepancy, including the presence of fluid drops in unusual locations during preflight and post-flight inspections.





3.  GUIDANCE.  All part 121 and 135 POI with certificate management responsibilities shall review their respective operator's operations manuals.  This review will clarify under what conditions and circumstances flightcrews can make independent determinations about what constitutes a maintenance irregularity or discrepancy regarding departure when maintenance irregularities are noted at non-maintenance stations.





4.  ACTION.  POIs shall ensure that their operator’s operations manuals contain criteria for the responsibilities of flightcrews during preflight and post-flight inspection, when maintenance irregularities or discrepancies are noted at non-maintenance stations.





5.  INQUIRES. This bulletin was developed by the Air Carrier Operations Branch, AFS-220.  Questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to AFS-220, Theodore Perry at (202) 267-3755.





6.  LOCATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until incorporated into FAA Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 15, section 4, new paragraph 2187, Selected Practices.  Until this bulletin is incorporated into the handbook, inspectors should make reference to this bulletin in the appropriate margin of their handbook.











/s/


Gary E. Davis, Acting Manager,


Air Transportation Division


