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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin is to clarify situations that require validation flight tests and/or validation flights in conjunction with proving flights for Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR), part 121/135 operators seeking part B operations specifications (OpSpecs) for special areas of operation.  These areas of operation include Class II authority under OpSpecs B036, and an accompanying OpSpecs paragraph for remote oceanic areas such as OpSpecs B037 for Central East Pacific (CEP) areas, OpSpecs B038 for North Pacific (NOPAC) areas, OpSpecs B039 for North Atlantic Minimum Navigation Performance Specifications (MNPS), and OpSpecs B040 for Areas of Magnetic Unreliability.  Other examples of special areas of operation beyond the �48 contiguous states can be found in FAA Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector's Handbook, volume 3, chapter 9, section 8.





2.  BACKGROUND.  Title 14 CFR part 119, sections 119.39(b), 119.59, part 121, sections 121.93, and 121.113 require an applicant to demonstrate the capability to conduct safe operations over proposed routes or areas before being granted authority to conduct such operations.  Validation testing is required for areas of operation beyond the 48 contiguous states(as amended by OpSpecs B050) and for areas that require special means of navigation.


�
3.  PROCEDURES.  A validation flight test is required when:





A.  An operator is seeking initial approval for MNPS airspace;





B.  The operator is converting from an inertial navigation system (INS) to a Global Positioning System (GPS) as their primary means of navigation;





C.  An operator is seeking initial approval for Areas of Magnetic Unreliability (OpSpecs B040);





D.  An operator is seeking initial approval for Class II navigation authorization; or 





E.  An operator is seeking initial approval for Class II navigation authorization where two long range navigation systems are required.





These are a few examples of the many combinations of operator/aircraft/navigation systems possible.





F.  Validation test flights are normally conducted through the airspace for which the operator is applying.





G.  Each application for approval for special areas of navigation shall be evaluated on its own merit.





4.  ACTION.  When the operator requests OpSpecs for special areas of navigation, the Certificate Management Office and/or Flight Standards District Office shall organize a test team.  The test team shall consult one of the agency's navigation specialists at one of the following locations: AFS-400 at 860-654-1006 or the San Francisco International Field Office at 650-876-2756.  The consultation with the navigation specialist should include such matters as the number of validation test flight(s), required navigation/ communication equipment, specific training for crewmembers and dispatchers/flight followers/flight locators, and the inclusion of appropriate procedures in the operators manuals.  After completing the consultation with the navigation specialist, the principal operations inspectors (POI) shall schedule validation test flights to evaluate the operator’s procedures and requested areas of navigation.  The POI shall communicate the objective, duration, and number of validation test flights to the operator during Phase One of the approval process (see FAA Order 8400.10, volume 4, chapter 1, section 2).





5.  INQUIRIES.  The bulletin originated in AFS-200.  Any questions concerning this bulletin should be addressed to �Gene Kirkendall AFS-220 at (202)267-7701.





6.  LOCATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until incorporated into FAA Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 9.  Until this bulletin is incorporated into the handbook, inspectors should make reference to this bulletin in the appropriate margin of their handbook.











/s/


Gary E. Davis, Acting Manager,


Air Transportation Division
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