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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides guidance to the Principal Operations Inspector (POI) and Training Center Program Manager (TCPM) in respect to the training and checking of pilots of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 135 air carriers.  Three issues are addressed:





  A.  100% training and checking using Level C and Level D flight simulators,





  B.  operating experience requirements, and





  C.  reduction of training hours from national norms.





2.  BACKGROUND.





  A.  100% flight training and flight checking in Level C and Level D simulators.  100% Level C and D simulator flight training and flight checking is acknowledged as safe, efficient and effective for eligible pilots in 14 CFR part 91 operations and in 14 CFR part 121 air carrier operations.  This bulletin addresses eligibility for similar training and checking of pilots in part 135 air carrier operations.  This guidance applies equally to flight training and to flight testing and checking.





  B.  Existing practice regarding the issues shown in paragraphs 1.A., 1.B., and 1.C., has been overtaken by rule changes in 14 CFR part 61.  Accordingly, the following guidance is provided to bring policy and practice into alignment with rule changes in part 61 and to establish additional FAA safety policy.





3.  DISCUSSION.





  A.  100% flight training and flight checking in Level C and �Level D simulators for pilot-in-command (PIC) trainees.





    (1)  Operations requiring an Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) certificate.  Pilot-in-command trainees who are applicants for the ATP certificate, and/or an additional type rating on their existing ATP certificate, are subject to the eligibility and other requirements contained in section 61.157(g).





    (2)  Operations not requiring PIC to hold ATP certificate.  Pilot-in-command trainees who are applicants for an additional type rating on their existing pilot certificate (other than ATP) are subject to the eligibility and other requirements contained in section 61.63(e).





NOTE:  Some individual PIC’s conducting operations requiring at least a commercial pilot certificate are holders of the ATP certificate.  Those individuals seeking additional ratings on their existing ATP certificate are subject to the eligibility and other requirements contained in section 61.157(g).





    (3)  Certificate limitation.  A certificate limitation relating to supervised operating experience may apply to certain PICs per section 61.157(g)(5) or (8); or 61.63(e)(6) or (10) as applicable (see flowchart Figure 1, Cases 2 and 3).  Training center evaluators who are authorized to test airmen for the issuance of a pilot certificate may issue a pilot certificate bearing the limitation mentioned, provided the student and operator are both informed by the training center that the holder of a certificate bearing such limitation may NOT act as a PIC until that limitation has been removed from his or her certificate, in accordance with part 61.





NOTE:  100% flight training and flight checking in Level C and Level D simulators for second-in-command (SIC) trainees is permissible for eligible pilots.  Minimum eligibility requirements contained in section 135.245 shall apply.





  B.  Operating experience in turbojet aircraft.  Rules in part 61 do not specify supervised operating experience for all PIC’s using Level C and D simulators for 100% of their flight training and checking (see flowchart Figure 1, Case 1).  A PIC fitting Case 1 requirements might not have flown the actual aircraft prior to his/her first flight.  The level of safety might be reduced if a PIC fitting Case 1 is paired with an SIC who has not flown the actual airplane.  In such a case, neither pilot at the controls would have operated the actual airplane in flight before entering service to the paying public under part 135.  Accordingly, unless otherwise required by part 61, the following FAA safety policy shall apply:





    (1)  Those PIC’s fitting Case 1 who successfully complete a course of 100% flight training and flight checking in Level C and Level D simulators (without using the actual aircraft) shall initially complete a minimum of:





      (a)  15 hours of flight operating experience in that category, class, and type of aircraft, while accompanied by a check pilot who is approved to conduct line checks and/or operating experience in that category, class, and type of aircraft, or;





      (b)  25 hours of flight operating experience in that category, class, and type of aircraft, paired with a PIC who is current, qualified, and has at least 75 hours of actual flight time, in that category, class, and type of aircraft.





    (2)  Flight time acquired during part 91 operations may be credited toward either of the operating experience requirements above.





    (3)  This safety policy applies equally to part 135 turbojet operations in aircraft requiring one or two pilots.





  C.  Reduced training hours for eligible pilots of part 135 air carriers.  This subparagraph provides policy in respect to reduced ground training hours and reduced flight training hours for pilots of part 135 carriers who are not current and qualified in a particular aircraft with a particular part 135 operator.  The table entitled "Reduced Training Hours for Eligible Pilots of part 135 Air Carriers," should be used by POI’s as a standard when considering reduction of training hours below the national norms identified in FAA Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 2, section 5, table 3.2.5.1 and section 6, table 3.2.6.2.  Any reduction in training hours is at the discretion of the POI.  The following additional FAA safety policy applies:





    (1)  Each pilot holding the airman's certificate(s) and rating(s) required by part 135 regulations to act as PIC, or as SIC, is eligible for reduced training hours.





    (2)  The following table shall be used when reducing ground or flight training hours:

















Table #1





Time Past


 Month Due          (note 1)�



Aircraft Ground Training Required   (note 2)�



Flight Training Required (note 4)�
�



0  to 12 


months


(calendar)�



Minimum hours:  4     (note 3)








�



Minimum hours :  4   


�
�



13 to 35 


months





�



Minimum hours:  16





�



Minimum hours :  8   


�
�



36 to 59


months





�



Minimum hours:  24





�



Minimum hours : 16   





�
�
More than


59 months,


Ineligible for reduced hours�



Normal Initial New-Hire Training Requirements�



Normal Initial New-Hire Training Requirements�
�



Table Notes:


1.  “Month Due” refers to the last compliance with section 61.58 for PIC’s, or section 61.55 for SIC’s; or, for pilots operating under part 135, the last compliance with section 135.293.


2.  Aircraft ground training hours are in addition to other training requirements for initial new-hires, and are reducible as shown.  This table does not affect other training requirements for initial new-hires, which are not reducible, such as basic indoctrination training, general emergency training, and hazardous materials training; and, where applicable, training in differences, seat-dependent tasks, pilot-flying (PF) and pilot-non-flying (PNF) duties, and special subjects.


3.  For eligible pilots at this level (0 to 12 mos.), the four (4:00) hours specified shall be applied to the operator-specific aircraft differences involved.


4.  For eligible pilots at all levels (0 to 12, 13 to 35, and 36 to 59) the minimum flight training hours shown in the table presume the flight training addresses the events and maneuvers contained in the operator’s training program.  These hours may be reduced by the full amount of a Line Oriented Flight Training (LOFT) session lasting four (4:00) hours, subject to FAA approval.  Flight training hours may not be reduced by more than four (4:00) hours using this method.


Examples of flight training hours after crediting flight hours in LOFT:





Table #2





0 to 12 months:�
Minimum flight training hours may be reduced to zero (0:00).�
�
13 to 35 months:�
Minimum flight training hours may be reduced to four (4:00).�
�
36 to 59 months:�
Minimum flight training hours may be reduced to twelve (12:00).�
�



4.  ACTION.  Principal Operations Inspectors and Training Center Program Managers shall use the above guidance in determining appropriate use of flight simulators during part 135 pilot flight training and to flight checks addressing competency, proficiency, and certification.





5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-210.  Any inquiries regarding this bulletin should be directed to AFS-210 at (202)267-3723 or by fax to (202)267-5229.





6.  LOCATION.  The material covered in this bulletin will be incorporated by AFS-200 into FAA Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 2, section 12 (when issued).  Until this handbook is updated, inspectors should make a note of this bulletin in the margin of the affected chapter.











/s/


Quentin J. Smith, Jr.


  Manager, Air Transportation Division
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Figure 1











