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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides guidance to Regional Flight Standards division and Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) managers concerning the need for the timely issuance of initial flight instructor certificates.  In situations where limited Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) inspector resources and high applicant demand prevent the issuance of initial flight instructor certification within 2 weeks from the date of the original request, Flight Standards division and FSDO managers are encouraged to approve the designation of local flight instructor examiners (FIE) to give initial flight instructor practical tests.  FSDO managers are encouraged to maintain a list of potential FIE's capable of providing this service in anticipation of future demand.


2.  BACKGROUND.  In 1987, the FAA resumed responsibility for conducting the practical test for the issuance of the original (initial) flight instructor certificate.  Findings by a General Aviation Safety Audit and other sources highlighted the need for increased communications and personal contact between FAA and the civil flight instructor community.  As a result, authority of FIE's to issue original flight instructor certificates (CFI) was withdrawn.  FIE's were only permitted to conduct practical tests for the renewal, reinstatement, and additional ratings for certificated flight instructors.  Due to public complaints and concerns of some Flight Standards division managers, that some CFI initial applicants were experiencing inordinate delays in scheduling their practical tests at some FSDO's, FAA revised its policy to permit Regional Flight Standards division managers to approve, on a case by case basis, a FSDO's request for the designation of select FIE's to conduct initial CFI practical tests in accordance with FAA Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspectors Handbook, volume 2, chapter 11.


3.  GUIDANCE.  Although it is the intent of FAA to continue to conduct initial CFI practical tests, Regional Flight Standards division managers are encouraged to approve, in a timely manner, the designation of highly qualified FIE's to give initial CFI practical tests, to ensure that the FAA meets its responsibility for conducting such practical tests within a timely manner when FAA inspector resources cannot meet anticipated demand.


A.  FSDO managers are encouraged to maintain a list of highly qualified FIE's to expedite the designation process in accordance with FAA Order 8700.1 and this bulletin.  Both of these actions will provide for the rapid designation of needed FIE's to conduct initial CFI practical tests within a designated FSDO's area of responsibility.  This initiative is deemed necessary to ensure that FAA continues to meet its obligations to initial CFI applicants in a timely manner while providing the highest level of safety.


B.  It must be emphasized that the use of this policy is limited to those instances when an applicant cannot be scheduled for a practical test within 2 weeks of the original request.  FSDO’s are expected to conduct initial flight instructor certification practical tests whenever resources are available.


4.  ACTION.  Regional Flight Standards division and FSDO managers should follow the guidance provided herein to meet FAA obligations for scheduling initial CFI practical tests within the a 2-week period from the date of the original request, in accordance with Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 11.


5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-800.  Questions regarding the information should be directed to �AFS-840 at (202) 267-8196.


6.  LOCATION IN HANDBOOK.  This bulletin will be incorporated in a future change to FAA Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 11.
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